
A Night in Candy Land
This fall as I was driving home from 
our prison Bible study, I couldn’t stop 
smiling, thinking about how much I 
love my job. I love getting to know the 
women in prison. There are so many 
unique and beautiful women there. I 
love the privilege we have of sharing 
with them God’s good news… that 
they are loved unconditionally; that 
salvation is a free gift through God’s 
Son; that even their sinful past can 
be redeemed for His good purposes! 
It’s like being the one who gets to 
offer a cup of water to a man who’s 
been wandering in the desert or 
hugging my son after he falls down. 
How I love being the hands and feet 
of Christ in such a dark place!

And much to my surprise, I’ve realized over the last several years 
that I equally love coordinating our team of volunteers that I go into 
the prison. In addition to those of us on the REST staff, we have 
a teacher, a music therapist, a paralegal and our newest addition 
works with kids at her church. I love their diversity because I get to 
encourage them in the gifts God has given them. It is so much fun 
watching the women observe our different personalities, how we 
interact with one another and then their responses to us. Together 
we are a more complete picture of Christ. Hopefully, through us the 
women realize that they don’t have to be a cookie cutter Christian 
from a pristine background. 

For instance from Rebecca, our music therapist who works with 
the elderly, they learn that humor and creativity is definitely part 
of God’s community. I can’t help but remember one night in 
particular when in between worship songs as Rebecca strummed 
her guitar, she kept inserting funny little comments. I said, “It feels 
like we’re at a concert.” One of the women then quipped, “Yeah, 
Rebecca unplugged.” Everyone laughed. 

After worship, Rebecca pulled out the board game Candy Land. I 
must admit that I wondered, “Where is this going?” but I’ve known 
Rebecca long enough to trust that it would all make sense in the 
end. She made up her own cards for us that said things like, “You 
mowed your elderly neighbor’s lawn. Move forward 4 spaces.” or, 
“You didn’t read your Bible today. Move back 2 spaces.” Around 

and around we went until we were 
out of cards. None of us had gotten 
far on the board. Rebecca’s point 
was that if we try to earn God’s love, 
we won’t get very far because He 
demands perfection and none of 
us are perfect. God’s love cannot 
be earned or lost because it isn’t 
dependent on what we do but rather 
it’s based on what He did on the 
Cross and whether or not we trust 
that Jesus’ sacrifice paid the penalty 
for our sins. We then read and 
discussed verses on the subject, 
driving home this very important 
point: God’s love is a gift.

One of the women who attends our 
Bible study is probably the most 

shame-filled woman I’ve met in nearly 14 years I’ve been in prison 
ministry. The first time she came she never looked up once. 
Even when she talked to me one-on-one, I could barely hear her 
whisper-soft voice. She was in the midst of losing everything—her 
home, her children, her car, her job, life as she knew it. 

Since that initial visit, she’s become a regular and has gradually 
opened up. But that night with Rebecca was the first time I’d 
seen her smile. What the rest of us were unable to do, God did 
through the most unlikely thing. You see, it came out that night 
that both Rebecca and this woman have Attention Deficit Disorder 
(ADD), and that unlikely thing provided the needed bridge into her 
heart. It was small, but it was a step. It is so true, God can use 
EVERYTHING for His good if we allow Him!

So I praise God that He wants to use us as we are, in our unique 
gifts and even in our “deficiencies!” I praise Him for not leaving us 
on this earth alone but for giving us His Spirit and one another! 

- Michelle Manthey

“Now you are the body of Christ,  
and each one of you is a part of it.” 

1 Corinthians 12:27

The big event this month on most people’s 
mind who live here in the States is of course 
Thanksgiving Day. A time when families usually 
get together, enjoy fellowship and good food 
followed by the promise to go on one of too many 
diet plans. I’d like us to think briefly in a different 
direction. 

Can we, as Believers, REALLY be thankful for the 
more difficult challenges in life—the things that 
either are a daily concern or some things that 
have left a scar on our lives, or, a sudden tragedy? 
How can you and I deal with those events, let 
alone give thanks for them?

The answer must come from somewhere other 
than our emotions—something to give us stability 
in a very unstable situation. I suggest turning to 
the Word of God. God says, in Psalm 103:19, “The 
Lord has established His throne in the heavens, 
and His sovereignty rules over all.” 

If that’s true—and we 
believe it is—it 

means that 
whatever 
He has 
e i t h e r 
directed
 or 

permitted 
to enter 

our lives flows 
through His hands before it comes upon us. 
That being the case, it comes with a deep love 
(Jeremiah 31:3) and a plan or purpose (Jeremiah 
29:11) that may only be revealed in glory. 

Our part is to trust even if we don’t understand 
at the moment. As we do, He has promised to 
provide peace only He can give. 

The choice is ours. God is a Gentleman, He will 
not force us to trust Him. However, if we do, count 
on that peace to flood our hearts and lead to real 
thanksgiving!

“Rejoice in the Lord always.  
I will say it again:  Rejoice!” 

Philippians 4:4
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Real Thanksgiving

by Tim Sheetz, Executive Director H*VMI

Rebecca Rohrmayer, Prison Team Volunteer
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Cindy Harmon, REST Director: 
Pray that people will take the time to read the 
gospel tract we hand out at the Coatesville 
Christmas Parade (December 3) and that the Holy 
Spirit will prepare people’s hearts to receive the 
free gift of salvation.

Jackie England, Assistant Education/Training 
Coordinator: 

Please pray for opportunities to present the 
ministry and for wisdom and direction for follow 
up contacts.

Judy Edinger, Education/Training Coordinator: 
Pray for God’s guidance as I facilitate a support 
group on Monday evenings, a GriefShare group 
2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings and another 
GriefShare group 1st and 3rd Thursday evenings. 
Pray for discernment, to be an encouragement 
and for more women to be facilitators.

Heather Albrecht, Ministry Assistant: 
Please pray that I will be joyful and consistent in 
ministry. Pray that I will continue to learn how to 
let God use me and speak through me.

Michelle Manthey, Prison/Publications Coord.: 
Pray for our Prison Team to be an encouragement 
and source of hope to the women we meet at 
Chester County Correctional Center, especially 
during the difficult upcoming holiday season.

Tim Sheetz, H*VMI Executive Director: 
After prayerful consideration, Ron Denlinger and 
I have determined Ron should not pursue the 
position as the next Director of H*VMI. Ron has 
tendered his resignation and is seeking ministry 
elsewhere. Please continue to pray for Ron, Joan 
and their family. We love them and seek God’s 
best for them. Also please pray for the Lord’s 
guidance as we renew our search for the next 
Executive Director of H*VMI.

Staff Prayer 
Requests

What comes into your mind when we mention mentor? How does it make you 
feel? The very word strikes terror in the hearts of some while others think it is a 
good thing—for someone else. Perhaps you aren’t even sure what mentoring is. 
Chris Adams, senior lead women’s ministry specialist for LifeWay, says, “Women 
today differ from their mothers and grandmothers in lifestyles, activities, and 
non-church backgrounds. How can we reach them for Jesus?” A mentoring 
ministry is a great way to bring the generations together to encourage one 
another to follow Jesus.

Psalm 145:4 says, “One generation will commend your works to another, they 
will tell of your mighty acts.” 

Judy Edinger and Jackie England just finished writing a new seminar, Grow 
Where You Are Planted. This seminar was presented to the ladies of Aldan Union 
Church and was designed to help them introduce their mentoring ministry. Some 
responses were: “The realization that the fear of being a mentor is unfounded 
and that I could be one. I came looking for a mentor, not considering being one. 
This event was spot-on.” “Defining a mentoring relationship, then showing it 
through the various testimonies was so helpful.” “The materials were excellent, 
the presentation was well thought out from the skit, to the teaching, to the 
testimonies. Everything was done with excellence!” 

This seminar discusses the benefits of mentoring to individuals, churches and 
communities and why mentoring is needed. We discuss biblical examples of 
mentoring relationships, how we mentor, how Jesus mentored and how you can 
establish a mentoring ministry in your church.

What is mentoring? Mentoring is joining God in helping another grow closer 
to Him and to being transformed into His image. Mentoring is how we pass on 
knowledge and skills from one generation to the next.

Mentoring connects the generations. Have you ever thought about sharing the 
best part of yourself to help another woman become the best she could be? Are 
you willing to invest time and prayer to build relationships and be emotionally 
invested in the transfer of values, skills, and attitudes? In 2 Timothy 4:2 we are 
told, “Let each of us be prepared to correct, rebuke, and encourage with great 
patience and careful instruction all those whom God has given us to serve.”

The need for mentoring women is stronger today than ever before. If you would 
like to know more about this seminar or learn how to schedule one at your church, 
please contact Judy at jedinger@hvmi.org or Jackie at jpe@zoominternet.net.

New Mentoring Seminar
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Sweet Organization—Thank you, Ellen!

Tabitha’s: From Prayer to Praise!

Ellen Simmons has been working at Tabitha’s Treasure Chest since April 
of this year when she went out on disability from her full-time job. They 
gave her the opportunity to work at Tabitha’s while her employer pays her 
for the hours that she works with us. 

Ellen is a God-send! She has been busy behind the scenes cleaning and 
organizing Tabitha’s Treasure Chest for the past six months, focusing much 
of her time and attention on the back of the store where we keep items 
that we cannot put out in the storefront right away. Ellen has spent many 
hours sorting, boxing and labeling the donations that we receive. Prior 
to her arrival, the back of our store was an overwhelming, unorganized 
mess. Now, we are better able to help our customers find a specific item 
and can more quickly restock the shelves when they start to empty. Ellen 
also helps out in the front of the store by pricing and placing items for 

sale. She is a 
joy to work with 
and is always 
available to help customers. 

We’ve had the opportunity to minister to Ellen as well. While Ellen was saved as a 
child, she was never really discipled in the faith. Now, Ellen is growing in her faith. 
She regularly attends a local church, and she and Cindy Harmon meet weekly to go 
through a discipleship book together. 

We are so thankful that God has brought Ellen to Tabitha’s Treasure Chest! What an 
unexpected blessing!

- Heather Albrecht

God is so Good! This past summer was a challenge to get through at times due to a lack of staff but God worked 
it all out for our benefit and HIS Glory! In the last REST and Review I asked you to pray for a new supervisor for 
our thrift store ministry, Tabitha’s Treasure Chest. God answered your prayers by bringing back an old friend—
our former Secretary and Tabitha’s employee—Karen Alvarado! Karen is now working part-time again at 
Tabitha’s. Pray that she will get acclimated again very quickly. 

Speaking of Tabitha’s, the first Saturday of December is perennially the biggest sale day of 
the year for Tabitha’s. This is due mostly because of our involvement with the Coatesville 
Christmas Parade. We have written a gospel tract based on the legend of the candy cane 
with an actual candy cane attached and hand them out to the 2,000+ people waiting to see 
the parade. On the back of the tract we have an ad for our 50% off sale on everything in the 
store that day. If you are in the area and would like to help us with this project, we could 
use some help stapling the candy canes onto the tracts and handing out the tracts the 
day of the parade, which is Saturday, December 3 from approximately 9:30 - 11 a.m. 
We also need your prayers that people will take the time to read them and that the 
Holy Spirit will prepare people’s hearts to receive the free gift of salvation.  

One more bit of praise concerning our thrift store ministry: Tabitha’s received a large financial gift this summer from a friend that passed away 
recently. He and his wife had put Tabitha’s in their will! What a blessing this is! Their influence for reaching people for God will outlast their lives for 
many years to come because of this gift. If you would like to leave H*VMI or REST Ministries in your will, please contact H*VMI for help in setting 
this up. It is true you can’t take it with you, but with planning you can leave it here to do much good! 

- Cindy Harmon

Karen Alvarado
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Judy Edinger (second from left) with attendees from our 
“Grow Where You Are Planted” Seminar at Aldan Union Church


