
 

R  O  B  I  N  S  O  N  S ’       

E 

V 

I 

E 

W 

 

7
 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 

the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.   
8
 You too,  

be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. (James 5:7-8, NIV) 

BE PATIENT!  Not always an easy thing to do, is it?  But God commands us two times in these two verses to do just that – 

be patient while waiting for the Lord’s coming.  I had to chuckle at the little example James uses, too – farmers waiting for 

rain.  In the past couple of weeks, farmers (and all of us here in the Northeast) have seen too much rain.  But the idea is clear 

– “be patient and stand firm.”  I’m challenged with these words – how about you?  Let me share some updates with you since 

 our last Robinsons’ Review – using the letters in the word PATIENT as a guide (starting on the back side of this letter). 

 

Photos below show some of our summer activities:  Jessie’s birthday; Leah and Kyle with their week 6 camp guests; 

Jessie’s New Orleans trip (a painting day for part of the team); Sandy and Alicia - Canada Handi*Camp week; most 

of us enjoying Sandy’s folks’ new backyard bocce court while on vacation “down the shore” with Luke and Grace.  
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Persevere.  Much that happened during Handi*Camp this summer led the staff to persevere.  Bereavement and health 

concerns took two of our full-time HVMI co-workers out of camp for two weeks each.  Other staffers needed to step in 

and cover extra responsibilities beyond their own to see that camp continued to run smoothly.  I’m thankful that God gave 

each one grace to persevere.  There were a few difficult times in addition – behavior issues, minor accidents that needed 

trips to the local ER, weather conditions.  Thank God with us for all He did during the six weeks of ministry to 155 

campers (16 were first-timers).   
 

Attitude/Awareness.  Once again God provided a great summer staff team for Handi*Camp – each with an attitude of 

service to the Lord.  It was neat to meet new staffers during orientation that I corresponded with and spoke to on the 

phone during the application process.  I had opportunity to pray for them and come alongside of them at various times.  

Kyle and Leah visited at least weekly and then spent all of week 6 serving as Companions.  I think the Lord gave many of 

our staffers a new awareness of people with disabilities and I look forward to seeing how that might be expressed in their 

lives in the days to come.  Several of them are prayerfully considering HVMI as a ministry in years to come.  Pray that 

God will clearly lead/guide His people to serve Him – perhaps with HVMI in the future. 
 

Three new believers.  That’s right – three first-year campers/guests responded to the gospel and asked Jesus to be their 

Best Friend and Savior.  It’s so great to see new life sprouting up in hearts, especially in folks with us for the first time.  

Thank God for Travis, Katerina and Nicole and pray for opportunities for our staffers to follow up with them and 

help them get grounded in God’s Word.  We trust other campers were challenged, too, in their understanding of who 

God is and ways they can grow closer to Him.  We often claim the promise of Isa. 55 that God’s Word won’t return to 

Him “empty, é but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (55:10-11).  

 

Instincts/Interacting/Interviews.  As you may remember, Kyle and Leah met at Handi*Camp back in 2008.  H*C has 

been a big part of their lives (all of Kyle’s life; more recently for Leah).  They spent most of their Wednesdays at camp 

this summer, leading electives and helping in other ways around camp.  I heard several people say that camp brightened 

up when they showed up.  They have great instincts in meeting needs around them and interacting with our campers and 

guests.  Very early in the camp season, they expressed interest in joining HVMI as missionaries and began a series of 

interviews with the leadership.  They completed the application process and attended HVMI’s SERVANT Orientation in 

August.  One more interview is still to come – with the HVMI Board of Directors at their upcoming meeting.   

 

Encouragements.  Family members stayed busy this summer.  Here are some encouraging opportunities we had: 

¶ Alicia’s five-week job program.  She liked the job coach – and the paychecks that enabled buying a new IPod. 

¶ Jessie’s mission trip to New Orleans.  The team painted, and reached out to homeless folks in Christ’s name. 

¶ Sandy’s and Alicia’s trip to Canada.  They assisted the Handi*Camp week up there for 14 campers. 

¶ Kisha’s camp opportunities.  Local day camp for 4 weeks and a new 10-day overnight program down in MD.   

¶ Family vacation.  A week “down the shore” with Sandy’s folks including day trips to DC and Philly.   

 

Noteworthy happenings.  Make a note of these and join us (where applicable) if you can (info at www.hvmi.org): 

¶ Sept. 29-30 – HVMI Board of Directors meeting.  Kyle and Leah will meet the board Fri. 9/30 for confirmation  

as HVMI missionaries.  Pray for clear direction and wisdom as they will then begin making support-raising 

contacts while continuing in their current jobs.  They are excited to see how God leads. 

¶ Oct. 1 – HVMI benefit concert with Michael Card (at Lancaster Bible College) – 7 pm.  Tickets still available! 

¶ Nov. 5 – South Jersey HVMI banquet, Williamstown, NJ, 11 am – 2:30 pm. 

 

Trust for Today/Tomorrow.   Our fall season has started – a good opportunity to trust the Lord day by day.   

¶ Sandy returned to her elementary school in Reading working with a first grader and two second graders and 

wishing for some additional opportunities to interpret.  She’ll be involved in Bible Clubs at Elwyn starting again 

this fall (two Thursdays a month).  Pray for her testimony in the public school and for interpreting 

opportunities in the local community outside of school hours.   

¶ Jessie has a nursing course two afternoons a week, is auditing a class at LBC two mornings a week and works 

most Mondays and Fridays (and two Saturdays a month) at her new part-time job as a nurse’s aide at a residential 

facility for kids with disabilities (she still works a couple of weekend days a month at her FC group home, too).  

She enjoys Tuesday evenings with the college/career ministry (C4) at Calvary (up to 300 attend).  Pray for good 

learning and for worship team opportunities (piano, singing) she sometimes has with C4. 

¶ Alicia returned to Lancaster County Christian School (grade 11) and is especially enjoying her drama/acting 

elective class three days a week.  In the summer she finished a Barbizon acting/modeling class (8 Saturdays) and 

may take another class there during the coming months.  Pray for better ways to deal with her emotions and 

for new folks who will be part of her treatment team.  Pray, too, for peers at church and school to be an 

encouragement to Alicia. 

¶ Kisha moved up to the High School life skills class this fall and is off to a good start.  She’s doing well with her 

communication picture-symbol book.  Pray for good health for her and that she will continue learning to 

communicate her needs.   

¶ Kyle’s job at his FC group home continues going well (he was promoted to Advisor 3 this summer).  He enjoys 

being Steve’s PCA two partial days a week as well.  A schedule change has allowed him to play some basketball 

Tuesday evenings at their new church.  Leah’s LPN job has become a bit more stressful in recent weeks due to 

low staffing levels.  She’s keeping her eyes open for possible new nursing opportunities.  Pray for success in 

developing a support team (individuals and churches to pray and give). 

¶ Brian continues as Office Manager for HVMI and Assistant Handi*Camp Director.  Pray for wisdom in meeting 

a variety of needs in these two important areas.  At church, he continues as a Sunday School teacher for 

Kindergarten (1
st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays each month) and looks forward to the start of Wed. Men’s Ministry Bible study 

just beginning again after the summer break.   

 

Thanks again for your part in our lives and ministry through praying and giving – and encouraging!  Take care and God bless!   

The Robinsons, 111 E. Broad Street, New Holland, PA  17557      (717-355-2861) 

Mail a note, give a call or send an email:  handi-camp@juno.com.   Check our ministry website: www.hvmi.org. 
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