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LOOKING BACK – NOV/DEC  

Conditional Use Hearing, Akron Borough 

Council – “APPROVED! That is the abridged 

version of the story entitled, “The December 10th Akron Borough Council Meeting, HVMI’s Conditional Use Hearing – 

Decision.” Please read on for the unabridged version of the story. At the start of the Council meeting, after the usual formalities, 

the decision concerning HVMI was the agenda item on the table. The Borough Solicitor summarized the events that took place 

from November 12th (the actual Hearing meeting) to December 10th and explained the options available to Borough Council. A 

member of Council made a motion to approve, pursuant to the agreed upon conditions. The motion was seconded and, with no 

discussion, carried unanimously. Praise ye the Lord, Halleluiah!  What does that mean? It means we can move ahead! But what 

does that mean? Move ahead to what? Are we breaking ground now? Is there another step? Let’s look at this a different way. If 

this project were likened to a professional sport, football, for instance, the process could be described like this:  …”  These are 

Kyle’s words in his 12/14/18 Property Update on our ministry website.  Take a look at the rest of the update to see his football 

analogy applied to this process (I told him he did a great job with this update!) - https://www.hvmi.org/property-updates   

Thanks for your prayers as we continue the process of developing our property into our future Ministry Center.   

 

Extraordinary Give Day – HVMI had another EXTRAORDINARY day on Nov. 16th during this 24 hours of giving!  We had 

204 donors (that's 60th highest) give a total of $50,131 (that's 45th highest in dollars given - out of the 493 organizations on this 

year's GIVE list).  The grand totals for the day - 23,547 donors - $10,250,126.68 currently listed on the extragive.org website 

(YES, over $10 million!).  The "stretch pool" amount from sponsors is close to $600,000 this year.  HVMI was a winner of one 

of the Early Bird Challenge prizes (they went to the first 10 organizations that received donations from 75 unique donors).  We 

estimate that we'll receive close to $52,000 when the GIVE money is distributed in a few weeks.  This includes our actual 

donations MINUS processing fees PLUS our percentage of the "stretch pool" amount PLUS our $750 prize.  Like I said - it was 

an EXTRAORDINARY day - thanks to our many Extraordinary 

Givers!  As HVMI's Coordinator of GIVE day, I handled the pre-

event planning, emailed past donors and others, processed donations 

for donors who called in their instructions to us, posted facebook 

updates during the day and then sent thank you emails to all donors. 

Thank the Lord with us for these funds to do His work! 

 

Dec 17-31 – GHANA trip – My papa’s heart was bursting these two 

weeks as I got updates via emails from Kyle, and facebook messages 

from Jessie (including many photos and some fun video clips).  They 

both used their talents and skills while serving at Deaf Camp (and learned some new ones, too!) – teaching Bible class; manning 

the health center (giving first aid and TLC); signing; laughing; playing with kids (lots of holding and hugging!); scooping rice; 

helping unload food donations; opening coconuts (with machetes!); encouraging good behavior; teaching signs and/or motions 

to Bible verses; investing in lives of campers, volunteer camp staffers and residents who live at the camp year-round; learning 

more of the culture of Ghana; sharing the good news of salvation.  The result?  Leaders announced at the end of camp that 88 

campers made salvation decisions!  New lives in the Kingdom!  That's what ministry is all about!  Want to see photos and videos 

and read updates that Kyle and Jessie shared?  Check out our facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/handivangelism) - go 

back through the timeline posts for these dates.  Jessie even got to meet Debbie, a girl she's been supporting through Compassion 

International. Jessie already wants to return to Ghana again some year.  AND - a bonus by looking at the updates on the FB 

page - you'll also see SURGERY UPDATES about HVMI Founder Tim Sheetz's open heart surgery on 12/21 and his 

subsequent hospitalization.  Surgery was a success, but he just got home today (1/9) after lots of serious complications - 

so thankful for God answering prayers of many personal and ministry friends throughout the 20 days of ups and downs.     
 

NOW - AND LOOKING AHEAD  

1. Handi*Camp staff recruiting - invitations were emailed to 2018 staffers just before Christmas and to "older vet" staffers this 

week.  Some have already responded.  We'll continue following up with additional emails as needed.  Next up is contacting 

those in the "prospect file" and going back to prospects from last year who didn't apply.  Kyle, Mark and Chris will visit college 

campuses in the coming weeks and I'll answer inquiries as they come, process completed applications and send out reference 

forms via email.  Pray for God to lead people to apply to fill all the positions we need for our 2019 seven-week program. 

2. Camper application process - registration info was mailed just before Christmas to veteran campers and new prospects.  

Application Request slips are already arriving in the mail - over 60 so far.  Application packets will soon be mailed and com-

pleted forms processed as they are returned.  Pray for parents to get paperwork back to us quickly; pray for processing. 

3. Lancaster Bible College Missions Conference, Feb 11-15 - a time to get back on the LBC campus and connect with 

students about Handi*Camp and HVMI ministry opportunities.  Kyle and I usually try to cover various opportunities and events 

during the week.  Chris may help out this year, too.  Pray for good conversations with students who are looking for ways to 

serve the Lord - that some may apply to be part of H*C staff or volunteer in some of our Bible club ministries.   

 

Thanks so much for your prayers, support and encouragement!  We are blessed by you as we serve Him. 

 

The Robinsons, 225 Country Drive, Denver, PA  17517     (717-475-5864)     brobinson@hvmi.org 

Mail a note, give a call, send an email.  Friend me on Facebook – www.facebook.com/brian.robinson.315213 
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Handi*Vangelism 

     Ministries International 
P O Box 122 

Akron, PA  17501-0122 

 

 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR 2019!! 

Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.   
2 Cor 5:17 

“Behold, I am making all 

things new.”  Rev 21:5 

 

 

https://www.hvmi.org/property-updates

