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“All this was done that the 

Scriptures of the prophets

might be fulfilled.”  

Matthew 26:56

So many times during the Passion week and in the days before, Jesus reminded his disciples that
all that was going to happen to Him when He went up to Jerusalem for this Passover had to
happen “in order to fulfill all prophecy” – His triumphal entry riding on the colt of a donkey, the
people shouting “Hosanna” and laying their cloaks and palm branches before Him as He entered
the city. 

Just two days later, all this majestic treatment would give way to hatred and abuse -- betrayal
with a kiss, rude hands tying Him and shoving Him along, brutality of soldiers bitterly mocking – 

Matthew 27:29

And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed
in his right hand: and they bowed the knee and mocked him, saying Hail, King of the
Jews!"

He continued to be slapped, spit upon, scourged and crucified – all had to be done according to
prophecy. 

Jesus expressed His extreme anguish as He spent those last moments before the soldiers came to
take Him. Matthew 26:39 (NKJV) records (underline is ours),

“He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, ‘O My Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.’” 

How necessary it is for us to learn to pray that same prayer when life appears to have turned on
us, when we cannot make sense of what is going on around us, when dear ones are hurting and we
can’t help, when sickness and pain visit our own bodies, when depression and anguish rear their
ugly heads, when sleepless nights drag on into day, when death claims a loved one, when jobs are
lost, friendships are lost, finances are depleted, when we don’t feel like we can go one more day,
or even want to go on.

With all the wonderful joys Jesus bestows on us daily, the rain falls on both the just and the
unjust. Jesus was experiencing the ultimate rain storm. All His friends according to scripture
would flee during this horrible hour, He would be terribly brutalized by man’s hatred and
Satan’s cunning, He would be marred beyond recognition, and He would be crucified in the most
degrading, horrific death man could offer. Worst of all, He would be cut off from His Father as
He would bear the load of man’s sin TOTALLY UPON HIMSELF while hanging on that cruel
cross. 

Jesus also knew that beyond this excruciating ordeal was His resurrection to life, and complete
renewal of His relationship with His beloved Abba. Hallelujah!

After all that God allowed Satan to inflict on Job, he rested securely in the glorious knowledge
and truth of the words,

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;” 
Job 19:25 (NKJV)

We too can rest in the certainty of this truth. As the angels said,

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! Remember
how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be

delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again.’” 

Luke 24:5 - 7 (NKJV) 

HE IS RISEN INDEED!!

One of the changes in our lives recently is that friends in their 90's, who have been faithfully
ministering to us for over 30 years, have recently moved into a group home. We are indeed



thankful for them, and continue to try to offer encouragement to them at this new stage of life for
them. What godly examples they have been to us all these years!

Deb’s brother’s dementia continues to worsen, though he is physically stronger. He has little to no
long-term memory, as well as no short-term memory. All this has been phenomenally hard on all
of us but particularly on his lovely wife Desi. Desi uses Dial-A-Ride to visit Don on M-W-F while
Bill and I visit on T-Th-S. Sunday, we often go as well. We are thankful for all the other friends &
family who visit him & love him.

In the midst of this, Desi had to give up her guide dog Trevor because of cancer. The blessing is
that Trevor’s Veterinarian and wife, who is also a Veterinarian, offered to take Trevor into their
home as part of their family. They can give Trevor the kind of care he needs. Though this has
been a heavy blow to Desi, she is so thankful for God’s provision for his loving care. She cannot
get a new guide dog until November at the earliest.

Please hold Desi up in prayer. She recently moved into a 55-Plus retirement mobile home park,
and really loves her new home, but knows no one. Originally, she had hoped Don would be able to
join her there, but that does not appear to be possible apart from a miracle. We are so thankful
for her church family, which has wonderfully helped her and Don with so many things, and
continue to do so.

Our weekly Bible study in a group home has been a wonderful blessing. The people are so
appreciative of our coming. Deb writes the weekly studies, and prints them off in large print for
them to follow along in class and to keep in notebooks. Presently, we are working our way
through John. The large-print song books also are so appreciated. Sarah, who owns and runs the
home is such an encourager and lover of her people. Presently, she is working on starting several
other homes.

Freida, our over 100-year-old dear friend, continues to do well. She has weathered some pretty
hard adjustments at Glencroft where she has lived for more than 31 years, but keeps on keeping
on. We have the joy of taking her to Sunday AM and PM services and help her with whatever she
needs during the week. She also continues to teach a weekly Bible class to several women.

God has also allowed us to be involved in some lives at our church with visitation, encouragement
and some practical needs. We are so thankful to continue to be used.

We are so grateful for all of our 3 children, 8 grandchildren and 1 great-grand child. Leroy runs
his own business; he also mentors AA men, which he loves. At the end of this year, he will have
three kids out of high school. Two have jobs, and we are praying for Hunter to get a good job
when he graduates. His youngest, Austin, will be a senior. 

Melody only has her 15-year-old Ryan at home. He’s doing amazingly well at everything. As well
as work as an HR Director, she keeps busy with all the grown kids and her grand-child, as well as
church activities. 

Joy, who goes by BilliJoy now, has continued to grow her organization Kick At Darkness and has
had an impact in the city of Phoenix and state of Arizona. She will be honored with a special
award for her work this month at a Gala affair in Phoenix.

Our prayer is that all of you might experience the newness of life a Living Savior gives every day
to those who trust in Him. Thank you for your faithful love, encouragement and giving to help
keep us going in ministry. 
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