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Let us hold fast the profession of our

faith without wavering;

for He is faithful that promised.

Hebrews 10:23 KJV

We really aren’t into New Year’s resolutions, but our life resolution is found above. Never
do we want to waver in professing our dear Savior – the perfect object of our faith.
Because He is eternally faithful, we can trust Him to perform all He has promised. 

1 Thessalonians 5:24 is one of my (Deb’s) life verses – “Faithful is He who calls who also
will do it.” Sometimes, we can’t see exactly where He is taking us, but we can trust His
plan. A chorus from the song, Trust His Heart goes. . .

“God is too wise to be mistaken

God is too good to be unkind

So when you don't understand

When you don't see His plan

When you can't trace His hand

Trust His Heart.”

It’s a necessary lesson for all of us to learn –  just trust His heart. The wonderful mix of God’s
infinite love mixed with His unending sovereignty is a win win for all who put their trust in
Him. This loving Lord calls on us to hold forth our profession not only in word, but also in
deed. God has an abundance of love for us to spread around.

Today at our nursing home service, we met a new man. After our service, the assistant activities
director asked us if we would visit with him in his room.  She said he wants a Bible and he wants
to be closer to Jesus.  We had a good meeting with him, and will be looking for a large-print
Bible this week.  We are also getting the assistant to order large print Our Daily Bread
devotionals.  Until she gets them, she plans to download them for the people.  She is encouraging
us to visit in the resident’s rooms which we had been wanting to do, but hadn’t been allowed to
by the new activities director.  We are praying for really widely open doors.  Some of the
residents that attend have been with us since the very beginning, and are so dear to us.

Necessarily, we have become more involved with some of the residents that we ministered to
while pastoring at Glencroft.  Most are in their 90's and having declining health issues.  We are
thankful to be able to be available to them and to their families – many who are far away.  Pray
for us to have wisdom in dealing with residents and with their loved ones. With the change over
in leadership in all areas at Glencroft, we no longer know anyone to work through to get the
help that individuals may need. Consequently, we and families are muddling through together.

The holiday season brought some special family times for us, and we are so thankful. The only
time the whole family got to be together was for our Thanksmas on December 11th.  

Leroy’s family is doing well. His children are Synthia (19), Destiny (18), Hunter (16) and
Austin (15). Our indispensable nanny, Jolene, works hard to keep every one of them
prospering and developing their potential, which is not always easy.  She’s amazing, and we are
so thankful for her dedication.  Leroy works hard to spend quality time with each young
person, and has become a good daddy.  Pray for wisdom to guide them at this critical time of
their lives.  Each one has such wonderful gifts.  We are so thankful for God’s provision in
Leroy’s job to meet the needs of his special family.

God has provided so wonderfully for Melody and Scott in their jobs, and in their family. Only
Ryan is at home with them anymore.  He is 13, attends Desert Heights Preparatory Academy,
and does wonderfully well at anything he attempts.  The family have recently changed
churches and would appreciate prayers specifically for Ryan’s fit in the new church.

Katie (23) has her own apartment and works as lead teacher in the same daycare where
her daughter, Anna, attends each day.  Anna, who will be 2 in February, is definitely a



ball of fire – constantly in motion, and babbling. 

Cammie (24) lives in Casa Grande, Arizona, and works in the justice system.  She is also
taking courses online towards a Paralegal’s bachelor’s degree. Her family consists of a
very loving large dog and a small “cuddly” hedgehog.

Chris (26), who married Melissa – a wonderful godly woman – in May, is doing well
working in the graphics/marketing department of Alliance Defending Freedom.  He
loves the Christian atmosphere. Melissa also started a new job this year and is doing
well.  We are so thankful for God’s care and provision for them. Two dog-children
round out their family.

Our Joy, who shares our home, is an amazing woman. You may have noticed she goes by
“Billi Joy” now (and has been for ten years)–we are trying to adjust, but she is our “Joy.”
This year she has become extensively involved in speaking out for survivors of
interpersonal violence (domestic violence, sexual assault, rape, sex trafficking, and hate
crimes).  She works with two organizations bringing awareness to survivors and the
support available to them: One is TakeBackTheNightPhx.com (hosted by LaFrontera
Empact), and the other is Shatter-It.com. They bring awareness to our need to shatter the
silence and stop the violence, as well as work to train first responders how to interact with
survivors of trauma. She is working to create a 501c3 nonprofit (watch for more info on
KickAtDarkness.com) that will help raise support for survivors so they never have to pay
for their own healing. This would support the organizations that strive to rescue those in
sex bondage, bring healing to any who have experienced abuse or severe trauma in their
lives, and help them prosper in their lives.  Joy has a personal goal to see that any person
who needs recovery help can have it without having to pay for it.  She has many things in
the works for this year as far as fundraising, promotion, networking, speaking (many
HUGE opportunities coming up), etc.  Please pray for God to specifically direct her steps. 
In her spare time (Ha!), she edits books, works with publishers, directs a writers group,
and works with a marketing team managing content for clients’ sites online (lawyers
across the nation).

On January 20, 1967, Bill and I united our lives together in matrimony.  Our children and
grand children are planning a party for us on January 20, 2017, to mark our 50th anniversary.
We are thankfully looking forward to this fun time, celebrating with long-time, and short-time
friends and family.  It does not seem possible that so many years have passed, and we are so
thankful that “a cord of three is not easily broken.”  God has been our glue through some very
difficult seasons and through so many joyous seasons, as well.  His words, “I will never leave
you nor forsake you,” have continually reminded us of His loving commitment to us forever. 
How thankful we are for the family he has given to us.  We intend to stick around for another
10, 20, 30 or more years to bug them.

Blessings are sent to all of you special friends and family as we embark on this new year.  We
do covet your partnership in love, encouragement, prayers and financial support.  Please share
your special needs with us.  We delight in supporting you as you support us.

 
May our gracious Lord provide for all your needs according to His riches in Christ Jesus.
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