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Rejoice in the Lord always:

and again I say, Rejoice.

Philippians 4:4

CELEBRATE JESUS . . . CELEBRATE!  There are several praise songs which incorporate
these words, but we need to incorporate these words into our hearts and our moment by
moment walks with Jesus. One of the greatest reasons to celebrate in all time is coming in
April, as we remember the death, burial and resurrection of the only perfect Lamb that settled
our debt of sin, satisfied the anger of a righteous God, shouted victory over the grave and
grasped eternity for those who trust in what He alone has done. No greater love could ever be
shown.  No greater love has ever acted in man’s behalf.  No greater love has deemed us to be
called Jesus’ friends. Yes, indeed. . .  CELEBRATE JESUS . . .CELEBRATE! 

CELEBRATE means to engage in festivities to mark a significant occasion in order to honor
or praise publicly, while rejoicing is the attitude of heart that we need to appropriately
celebrate.

50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION – Our children had an attitude of rejoicing as they
planned a wonderful party for us in honor of the fifty years we have shared together in
marriage. Every aspect was perfect. Leroy acted as the emcee, doing a great job. His son,
Hunter, ran the sound system. Other grand kids helped with serving drinks, etc. Deb’s brother
and sister-in-law, Don and Desi Noller, sang “Household of Faith.” Our present pastor, Dan,
led us in renewing our vows. Joy (Billi Joy) had prepared a wonderful display of family
memorabilia. She also had family pictures showing on the screen throughout the party. Jolene
(Leroy’s nanny) did the most wonderful job on table decorations, and other decorations; she
did a display of our original bridal items, including some of the writings we had shared with
each other during courting days. She also had a cake prepared using our original cake topper,
which we cut together. Melody had been in charge of invitations, as well as seeing to it that we
had wonderful food from Sardelli’s Pizza. Everyone attending brought other items like salads,
spaghetti, and desserts to make for a very yummy time. There were friends there from Bible
College days, Bill’s first teaching job, the church we attended in 1984, Glencroft Senior Living,
missionary friends, neighbors, members of a dearly-loved adopted “heart” family (3
generations), children, grandchildren, 2 nieces, a grand niece, old friends, and newly-made
friends from Sovereign Grace Bible church. We also received many wonderful cards that night
as well as during the weeks before and after the celebration from out-of-town friends. Randy
Kerr did a great job on taking pictures. Thank you all for participating in our GREAT IS THY
FAITHFULNESS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION.

One of the comic items at the party was a full-length mirror standing in a prominent place with
the words on it, “50 Years Late.” When we got married in a small Baptist church, Bill was
supposed to deliver a mirror to the church, which he forgot to do, so I ended up doing all my
hair, make-up, etc., with a small hand mirror. So. . .50 years late, I did get a full-length mirror.

On February 15th, I (Deb) received a somewhat ominous call from my rheumatologist which
warned that my white count was drastically low, and I should cut back on my arthritis
medication. During our 40 some years of ministering to elderly in nursing homes, hospitals,
hospices, and private homes, my doctors have told me repeatedly that I could not do that
ministry because of my depressed immune system.  My answer has always been that God who
is calling us to minister in these places will take care of me, and He has.  I have never caught
anything. After working with a man who had TB, which the doctors had missed, I did test
positive for TB, but never had any symptoms. I did take medicine for 6 months just in case.
Consequently, I wasn’t too concerned with the doctor’s warning.

A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION – On February 17th, we made our trek to Tucson, where we
attend the Tucson Rodeo in honor of Bill’s birthday each year.  Our friends, who stay at Davis
Montham Air Force Base during the winter months, were going with us. BUT, we heard the
weather report the night before, which basically said a bad storm would hit just as the rodeo
was to start.  Usually, when we attend the rodeo, we are looking for shade, wearing sun screen,
hats, and dark sun glasses. BUT, the weather man really was right. Carol decided not to go, but
Bill, Ken and I decided to risk it. We bought cheap ponchos (94 cents each) just in case, and
ended up needing them drastically. All during the events, there was rain, and heavy wind with
64 degree temperature. We did stick it out. There were good events, but it felt good to get in a
warm car at last. Of course, we had to get our funnel cakes before leaving, since it is one of the
main reasons we go. Carol had a wonderful meal prepared for us when we got back.  

A LORD’S DAY CELEBRATION – Sunday morning we attended church with Carol and
Ken at the base chapel. It was such a Christ-honoring service. We have always been amazed



that God has allowed this chaplain to keep preaching so boldly, so were saddened to hear just
last week that the Air Force is transferring him to Korea. Pray that a true man of God comes to
fill his place there, and that God will use Jamie wherever God sends him. Pray for his wife with
small children who will remain on the base in Tucson.

CELEBRATING JESUS IN PROVIDENCE PLACE – We arrived back in Phoenix just in
time to do a nursing-home Sunday service in the Glencroft Care Center, CELEBRATING
JESUS with these dear “older” ones.

CELEBRATING IN ALL THINGS??? – Sunday evening, I (Deb) took to bed with a high
fever and horrible something. Tuesday, when Bill finally got me in to our doctor, I was a very
sick girl. They did a swab and discerned that I had type B Flu, and prescribed Tamiflu. I admit
it was difficult celebrating the price of that med. In spite of the med, I continued to get sicker
by the day. Saturday, Bill took me to Urgent Care, who immediately sent me to the ER, where I
got wonderful and rapid treatment.  Because I had been forcing fluids, I had flushed my
electrolytes, so needed IV electrolytes. They also started breathing treatments, which loosened
up the guck. A culture was taken which took 24 hours, but it did reveal that I had a bacterial
bronchial/sinus infection. Monday, they sent me home with antibiotics. Our doctor says that
most people just go to bed and stay when they take those strong antibiotics. In reality, I stayed
in my recliner and kept coughing up stuff and blowing my nose day and night. The follow-up
appointment showed I needed more antibiotics. I actually spent more than 4 weeks in that
recliner. Bill was a very good nurse and kept me fed and hydrated.  He kept telling me, “You
have one job. Get back in the recliner and do it.”  Just going to church puts me down for the
whole rest of the day. I am still not really well. PRAY!

CELEBRATING AT A WOMEN’S RETREAT – In spite of all this illness, I decided to go
to a weekend retreat here in Phoenix. My Tucson friend had already paid my way and we were
to share a room at a nice hotel. I left at 2:45 Friday afternoon and returned home Saturday
about 1:00. The event was put on by LifeWayWomen and was one of the best retreats I have
been to recently, especially since all I had to do was sit and take in. I was so thankful that I
went.  Of course, as soon as I returned home, I was down for the count, BUT A
CELEBRATORY COUNT.

CELEBRATING CISSI – In 1983-1984, we had a foreign exchange daughter for 11 months
from Sweden stay with us in Portland, Oregon. She was then a senior in high school and such a
blessing to our home. For her 50th birthday, she, along with her husband and 2 children, are
coming to visit on April 7-9. They are doing a road trip across the US. We are so excited.

CELEBRATING FAMILY – We do praise God for each one that we call family, and for what
He is doing in their lives. Most of all, we pray that God would capture each heart in such a way
that all they desire to do is bring glory and honor to Jesus. I would appreciate your prayers for
my brother, Bob, and his wife, Donna. He continues to deal with long-term effects of multiple
strokes, while Donna now is battling breast cancer. My other brother, Don, has been going
through some health issues, as well, so he and his wife, Desi, need prayer as well.

CELEBRATING YOU – Though I haven’t been very good at getting thank-you notes out this
month, and few encouragement cards, know that you are loved and appreciated, dear friends,
and family. Keep praying for God to use Bill and I for His honor and glory in all we do.

Our prayer for each of you is that God reveals to you new and exciting ways to CELEBRATE
YOUR CREATOR, SAVIOR, REDEEMER, SUSTAINER, DELIVERER, FORTRESS,
AND FRIEND.  

Seek Him while He may be found!
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