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Jesus said unto her,

I am the resurrection, and the life:

 he that believeth in me, 

though he were dead, yet shall he live:
John 11:25

In recent months, these words have been etched in our hearts especially as we have shared in the
memorial services of several friends that have now actively claimed their heavenly citizenship. It
is always such a blessing to attend as family members and friends honor the lives of their loved
ones in words, songs, pictures and music at a great celebration of life event. Temporal lives, new
lives in Christ, and the “absent from the body, present with the Lord” lives are all celebrated. 

One of the greatest thing to see is Christ alive and well in the generations left behind. One of the
hardest thing to see is future generations who don’t know the Savior and have no hope of the
resurrection. In past years, Bill has conducted many services for elderly that we have been
privileged to have in our lives. Only a few were utterly depressing because the children just
didn’t get it. They were doing their duty as they saw it towards a parent, grandparent or great
grandparent, but they did not share the hope of their loved one who had died. Bill always
preached a salvation message at these times, but we never know whether that message took root
or not. That’s why we are so thankful that some plant, some water, and some reap. It’s a God
thing!

The Bible study that we conduct each week in a group home continues to be a blessing to them
and to us. It requires a lot of preparation for me (Debbie) each week as I seek to prepare myself
and the material to best convey God’s truths in meaningful ways. I also print all the scriptures
and the lessons out in large print so each one can follow along. Each person has their own
notebook that their lessons are placed in each week. Sometimes, I also print out words to songs
that complement the lesson, which Bill plays on His phone; we also use large-print song books.
The people are wonderful participants in singing. Judy, one of the original ladies we started the
study with last September, has grown so beautifully in the Lord. It’s so fun to ask questions and
hear her “sound” answers. Pray that God’s Word will reach into these lives and make the needed
changes. The people love to sing, “Change my heart, oh God,” and indeed it is their prayer.

Our dear friend Freida turns 101 on August 4th (She was born during WWI). Our family plans to
have a party at our home for July and August birthdays, which includes hers; she repeatedly
says, however, she doesn’t want us to mention it to anyone else. It is appalling to her that she
wants to sleep so much. Before age 100, she never ever even took a nap. Part of it is that she no
longer can see to do a lot of things she was involved in before, so has nothing to fill up her days.
She still teaches a Bible study once a week, so she does spend time in preparation for that and is
so thankful for her large-print individual books of the Bible, as well as her large-print Bible. Her
prayer is that God will take her before she goes blind. She’s been ready to go for a long time. She
also delivers the on-campus print-outs to those living in her residence each week. Her power-
chair makes it possible for her to do that, go to meals, and get around campus to do other things.
We delight in being able to take her to Sunday AM and PM services each week at our church, as
well as take her out for a hamburger after church. Even if we go to a regular restaurant, she will
order a hamburger. She has no bottom teeth, so has to have a pretty tender piece of meat to be
able to enjoy it. After the first of each month, we take her grocery shopping. It’s a fun time.
Whatever else she needs, we’re there.

Debbie’s brother is better in some ways. His blood work, after 6 months, is finally in the normal
range in all areas, and he is physically a lot stronger. There’s actually some muscle tone coming
back in his legs. A man from the palliative care part of Hospice of the Valley comes to take him
for a walk several days a week, but it’s already really hot by 8 o’clock in the morning, so don’t
know how long he’ll continue to do it. Don eats phenomenally well but still loses weight. We hope
this will change.

Don is not nearly as obviously confused any more, and adjusts well if we take him out for awhile.
Bill and I take him out some days to a yogurt place he likes, or to get a shake at Burger King.
Sometimes we take him to get his finger nails cut. We always love to take Don’s wife, Desi, with



us when we take him to get his hair and beard trimmed, and go out to a restaurant to eat. Please
pray for her. She is doing well, but struggles with thinking she should take care of Don at home.
It really would not be possible. He would demand her attention all the time. He has Sun-
Downer’s Syndrome so is up many times during the night, which would mean she could get no
sleep. His memory is so bad that he can’t do anything, and repeatedly asks the same question.
Also, Desi could not see what he is doing. She is a magnificently capable lady, but this just does
not seem feasible, even if she had some help at home. She takes Dial-A-Ride to visit Don 3-4 days
a week, and is so very faithful, though he never can remember she has been there. 

One of the sad things is that Don is more aware of his surroundings, and hates being in the same
living room day after day. He says it’s a “boring” room. His only change is to go to his own room
or the dining room. Since it is a small group home, there aren’t a lot of rooms where he can be.
Since he is not able to follow a TV program (he has never been a TV watcher) and can’t do much
else, it is a boring room. He delights in having other people have visitors with which he can share.
One lady has a friend come 2 days a week to play cards, which he likes though really not
involved. I (Debbie) have tried to get him involved with various things like coloring, doing dot-to-
dot pictures, Legos®, Play Dough®, Etch-A-Sketch®, etc., but he can’t do them. Recently, I have
started showing him various Face Book stories on my I pad. Sometimes it diverts his attention for
a few minutes. It’s a lot of work having a meaningful visit. Bill is good at involving him in some of
his “jokes,” which Don amazingly seems to understand. Sometimes we are able to sing together.
He can’t read to follow the words and sing at the same time, so we have to find songs he
remembers. He can read, but not with meaning. 

I share all of this story to point out some of what families go through with stroke and dementia
patients. We have dealt with it before with Bill’s mom, but it was a whole different thing because
of what she still could understand and do. We have walked though this pathway with many
families down through the years, but it is a whole different ball game when it is your own loved
one. We do so covet your prayers for us all.

Our children, grand-children and great-grand-child continue to be a wonderful blessing to our
lives, and we are so thankful for them. Leroy’s three oldest all have jobs but are still living at
home. His youngest is a high school senior. He definitely wants to go to college, and already
started working on that process last year. Melody has three grown and out of the home. Her
youngest is 15 and an excellent student in a school where he is able to take dual-credit classes for
high school and college credit. He should graduate from high school with an Associates Degree.
He just started football this year, and we look forward to going to some of his games. 

We do praise God for His provision and for all He is doing in our family’s lives. Great is His
faithfulness. Pray for us to be the parents, grand-parents and great-grand-parents that God
wants us to be.

We are taking a trip up to Washington and Montana to visit with family from August 12-26.
Please pray for every aspect that we might be used of God to bless others along the way.

A highlight of this last month was having dear friends from Portland, OR to be in Arizona where
we could spend a few days together. They were in Florence caring for an elderly aunt, so we
drove down a couple of times to deliver hugs and have great visits. They are so precious to our
hearts, and we are so thankful for them.

We are also so very thankful for you all. Many of you have been with us since we first started in
ministry. All of your prayers, encouragement and financial support have blessed us so richly. We
pray for you – our team.
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