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“And be not conformed to this world: 

but be ye transformed 

by the renewing of your mind,

that ye may prove what is that good,

and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”

Romans 12:2

We need to return often to the principle set forth in this passage. If we want to serve our God
in an acceptable and perfect way, we must start with making sure our minds are right.

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 2:5

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as you Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

Matthew 5:48

So many times we get caught up with doing the work of ministry that we ignore the worker.
God cares more about the spiritual state of His workers than the work. He makes it
abundantly clear that we are to be seeking to be like Him in every way – starting with our
minds.

In 1887 Thomas Odediah Chisholm penned these wonderful words:

 O to be like Thee! blessed Redeemer;

This is my constant longing and prayer;

Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,

Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

  O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee!

Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art;

Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;

                                          Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart. (Italics is ours.)
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Jesus expects us to be seeking to be like Him – to be in His Word, and in conversation with
Him  – allowing His Holy Spirit to rule every area of our lives and ministry.

This is our desire as we go about our daily contacts with people. It has been said, “You may
be the only Jesus this person ever meets.” God has impressed on us throughout ministry that
we are His hands, His feet, His ears, His voice and His heart in this world, and He delights in
using us for His purposes.

We did pull off the birthday party for our 100 year old friend, Freida. It was a fun time for
all, celebrating her and glorifying her Savior. We had planned out a nice program with
special music performed by old friends. We also sang “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and “How
Great Thou Art” as a group. Bill shared her life story, which Deb had written up. Daughter,
Billi Joy, had made centerpieces for each table with pictures of Freida at various stages of
life. Leroy’s family, as well as Melody and Ryan served the refreshments, under the Nanny
Jolene’s capable direction. Freida’s 93 year old kid sister, Lois, along with her niece and 3 of
Freida’s sons attended as well. We praise the Lord for all who participated in the program,
as well as all the well-wishers that attended. Freida got a lot of really nice cards. A friend
helped her make a scrap book.



One of the ladies at our church called recently to ask me (Deb) if I would be interested in
ministering to a lady in an assisted living facility on our side of town. This lady in the assisted
living facility had called nine churches to see if someone could come, but our church was the
only one who even returned her call. Bill and I had a great visit with her last Monday, and
Debbie is starting a Bible study there Tuesday. I hope others from the home will join us.
We’ll see what our great God does.

Please pray for our friend Lois who is doing battle with cancer which is pretty much
throughout her entire body. She says, “Whichever ways things go, it’s a win – win situation
for me.” We so appreciate her great attitude, but would love to see God heal her and let her
have more time with us.

We often meet people when we are walking in the malls, where we go to exercise since it is
generally too hot to walk anywhere else. On one occasion, Bill and I both felt really faint, so
made our way to the food court to just sit down. While there, Bill ended up talking with a
young woman taking a survey; he shared Christ as well as how to access church services, and
Bible programs on her phone.

I ended up sitting next to a woman with an older autistic son. As I praised her for the job she
was doing, she burst into tears, and poured out her story of her frustration, fears, feelings of
not doing enough, and weariness. When Bill came over, we both were able to pray with her,
hug her and encourage her that God knows and does care about all that is happening. She is
a believer and her church’s junior church teacher, but with 3 small children as well as this
older son, she was indeed needing some love and encouragement. I have since sent several
cards to her as well.

Bill did have a pacemaker put in on July 13, and is doing really well. We had some difficulty
getting his blood pressure medications right, but he is doing find now. We are indeed
thankful for this device.

Pray for us to know specifically where God wants to use us. We are still visiting people that
we used to know and minister to at Glencroft Retirement Community, and feel blessed in
doing that. They seem to be appreciative as well.

As always, we want to express our thanks for those of you who have continued to support us
in prayers, encouragement, and finances. You are part of this team God has created for the
purpose of doing His work among the elderly.

Blessings on you all,
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