
Why do we bother doing what we do? 

because... 

“If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me... Psalm 139:11 

The people who walk in darkness... Isaiah 9:2 

The people who were sitting in darkness...  

those who were sitting in the land and shadow of death...“Matthew 4:16 

At the end of a year, many take time to look back and to reflect on all that has happened. For so many, 2018 held times that 
seemed like walking through “great darkness.” 

 PIP (for parents of children with a disability) parents who shared about times they tried to take their child with a disability to 
church, only to face experiences that left them feeling unwelcomed, misunderstood and, in some cases, told to “not come back.”  

 A heartbroken mother we serve who told about her first Thanksgiving since her husband left their family; and her daughter          

(with Down Syndrome and behavioral challenges) had to be placed in a residential facility.   

 A time of training a church for almost five hours on how to welcome and include students with special needs, only to hear upon 
leaving that, “We can’t do that here. It’ll never work.”  

 New-to-the-group BASIS (for bereaved parents) parents who described the health challenges and subsequent devastating loss 

of their ten week old daughter.  

 Spending the latter part of this year without my mom; hearing of other close friends and ministry partners who also lost their 

moms (and dads) in the couple of months following; and then attending the memorial service of yet another of our long-time 
campers, Matt.  

 Our own Founder and Ministry Ambassador having to face open heart surgery (December 21st—please pray!!!) and the painful 
recovery that follows. 

 Waiting and waiting for what seems like forever to gain final approvals so we can start building on our ministry center property; 
all the while having to put new ministry opportunities on hold. 

WHY!?! Why is each month seemingly met with grief, sorrow and pain for so many? Why are churches so hesitant to accept and         
include? Why is there so much darkness?  
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... because God’s  light  shines BRIGHTEST in the  darkness! 

Even the darkness is not dark to You, and the night is as bright as the day. Psalm 139:12  

The Light will shine on them. Isaiah 9:2 

The Light shines in the darkness. John 1:5 

His LIGHT IS  shining, even when it may seem not to be: 

 The mother of a new Bible Club attendee with Down Syndrome wrote, “This morning ‘R’ found his name tag from Bible Club    
and put it back on! He'll be ready for next month!” Parents have shared that Bible Club is “church” for their child as their own 
congregations are unable (at this time) to provide programs specially designed to meet their unique learning needs. 

 A woman from another  church where we recently did training wrote, “Your training suited our current needs and the children  

we have, very excellently. I know that all of our teachers would have benefited from the training, and I’m excited to implement  

the thoughts you had, as well as pass the principles on to our teachers. I’m a homeschool mom, so I also found several 

thoughts very helpful on a really personal level.” 

 A note from one of our summer camp staff members: “JOY in the midst of weariness. 
...It was kids week this week and these kids find joy in SO many things. Swimming,          
a splash, a nibble from a duck, an instrument being used in chapel, God’s Word,             

prayer, hitting a baseball, roasting a marshmallow, and even standing up from their 
wheelchair to try to see an alligator that was hiding under the water. Some of these 

things might seem insignificant to some, but they are all situations from this week in 
which these campers found joy. Pure, unadulterated, from God, JOY. This week really 
made me think how often I need to realign my thinking to see joy in all. How often can I 

get in a negative mindset and need to refocus on the things of God. Because joy is not       
circumstantial. Joy comes from God despite our circumstances, sometimes through the 
smallest of things!” 

 A BASIS parent whose son was struck by a truck and killed shared at our support group 

meeting, “This group saved my life.” In darkness, she found Hope in His Light and the 
support of others who have walked a similar road.  

THIS is why we “do what we do.” THANK YOU for being part of spreading glimmers of His 
LIGHT! May the blessings He gives, big or small, bring light into your dark moments—         
and may He be the focus of your heart in this coming new year! 

December: 

3: Melmark Bible Club 

6: Lancaster Bible Club 

10: Lancaster PIP Support Group 

18: BASIS Support Group 

19: Maple Farm Bible Study 

January: 

3: Lancaster Bible Club 

7: Melmark Bible Club 

14: Lancaster PIP Support Group 

15: BASIS Support Group 

16: Maple Farm Bible Study 

17: NJ PIP Support Group & Bible Club 

February: 

4: Melmark Bible Club 

7: Lancaster Bible Club 

11: Lancaster PIP Support Group 

19: BASIS Support Group 

20: Maple Farm Bible Study 

21: NJ PIP Support Group & Bible Club 

24: Brooklawn, NJ Missions Conference 

Please pray! 


