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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7

A tremendous blessing awaits the Believer 
who takes time to read Jesus’ words in John, 
chapters 14-17. Within those precious pages 
we see the heart of God, His desire for all who 
follow Him and His plan for the future.

As He is speaking, several of the disciples 
(Thomas, Philip and Judas— not Iscariot) 
didn’t understand what He was saying  
(see 14:5, 8, 22). They were troubled. In  
John 16:17-19, their collective concern 
reached such a point that the disciples 
exclaimed to each other, “We do not know 
what He is talking about.”

So, you see, if you don’t understand the 
circumstances in your life, you are not 

alone. All of us join in the 
disciples’ chorus at some 
point in our lives. We ask, 
“Why this cancer?” “Why 
this disappointment?” 
“Why this trauma?” “Why 
this painful, inexplicable 
experience?” “I don’t 
understand, Jesus.”  
“What are you doing?”

These are honest questions 
and statements born out of 
adversity, tragedy and any 

of a multitude of loss experiences. When we 
hurt, we search frantically for practical answers 
and explanations as though these could “fix” 
our painful situation. Maybe we even feel a 
need to be able to explain God’s ways—to 
defend Him to ourselves or to others. 

Interestingly, Jesus 
doesn’t offer any 
direct answers 
to His disciples’ 
questions and 
concerns. He 
simply offers 
comfort. John 14:1, 
“Do not let your 
heart be troubled; 
believe in God, believe also in Me.” John 
14:27, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give 
to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let not your heart be troubled, nor let 
it be fearful.” John 16:33, “These things I have 
spoken to you, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but 
take courage, I have overcome the world.”

The bottom line —He is saying to His 
disciples (and to you and me), simply:  
“You may not understand the reason. 
JUST TRUST ME. In love, I am in 
charge. My loving control has an ordained, 
predetermined purpose you may not see. 
And, be sure of this: I am with you through 
the ordeal, offering nothing less than My 
very Self. Grab hold of ME and My peace will 
cover you; and you will have My strength and 
grace to meet the need of the moment.”

As you and I face a troubled present and an 
uncertain future, realize that—no matter 
what—when we grab hold of Him, we are 
actually holding onto the Author of peace. 
That’s really what we need more than we 
need understanding.

“But, We Don’t Understand, Jesus…”

“Jesus doesn’t 
offer any direct 
answers to 
His diciples' 
questions and 
concerns. He 
simply offers 
comfort.”

By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director
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H*VMI’s “army” of volunteers far 
outnumbers our missionaries and ministry 
staff! We couldn’t possibly conduct the 
programs of H*VMI without them. We 
thank the Lord for each one. Among 
MANY other ways they serve—they 
volunteer as receptionists; assist with 
Bible clubs and Bible studies 
for people with disabilities or 
in prison; facilitate and host 
PIP and BASIS support groups; 
serve as cooks, photographers, 
etc. at Handi*Camp; provide 
encouragement through 
correspondence and visitations. 

There’s something for everyone to 
do! If you would like to become 
a volunteer with H*VMI, please 
contact:  Tara Kelley at tkelley@
hvmi.org. She’ll be more than 
delighted to “plug you in.”

In this issue of Increase, we’re delighted 
to feature two of our Akron Bible Club 
volunteers. Before you meet them, here’s 
some background on that particular ministry 
from Tara Kelley, Director of H*VMI’s 
Discipleship Ministries. Tara oversees all the 
Bible Club ministries and is the teacher for 
this particular club:  

It’s Thursday night. Excitedly, more than 
45 people, plus our staff and faithful 
volunteers, descend on the H*VMI office. 
They’re here for our Lancaster Bible club 
(for children and adults with learning 
disabilities) and Bible study (for adults 
with disabilities, learning at age level). 
For all involved, it’s a highlight of the 
month. Everyone joins in the enthusiastic 
singing, watching the goofy skits and 
learning from lessons geared especially 
for those participating. It’s a special 
evening to bring us together in the Lord 
and to grow us deeper in our knowledge 
of Him. It’s a “respite” for parents who 
have an evening to enjoy some time for 
themselves. It’s a night where we desire to 
glorify the Lord and an opportunity to 
be a blessing in each other’s lives. Have 

some time to give on Thursday night? 
Live in the Akron, PA area? Come and 
be blessed…and be used by Him to be a 
blessing to others! 

Now, please meet some of our Thursday 
night Bible club volunteers:

The Martin Family
Larry and Tammy Martin (Derek, Devin, 
Emily, Ashley, and Brent)

For the past three years, various members 
of our family have volunteered at the Akron 
Bible clubs. (Derek has also served the 
past two summers on the service staff at 
Handi*Camp, a life-changing experience 
for him!) Helping at Bible club means so 
much to us because it is such a blessing to 
our precious daughter, Emily, who struggles 
with a very rare genetic disorder. Emily 
bubbles with joy the entire week of Bible 
club. She gets so excited about attending! 
For Larry, as a police officer, he often sees 
the negative side of life, which tends to 
make one become rather cynical. The first 
year he helped at Bible club, he began in 
December. Seeing the uninhibited joy and 
love of Jesus displayed by the kids and adults 
who attended, despite all their physical and 
mental limitations, renewed not only Larry’s 
Christmas spirit that year, but his attitude, 
as well. As volunteers, our family always 
comes away feeling that we were the ones 
who were blessed!

Volunteers for Jesus

Volunteers are 
unpaid not 
because they 
are worthless 
but because 
they are 
priceless!!!!
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Matt Smith
I’m a Vice President /
Branch Manager for a 
local bank in Lancaster 
County. I’ve had the 
pleasure of knowing 
Tim and Kathy Sheetz 
for over ten years and 
consider them family. 
Last year I was privileged to volunteer for 
H*VMI at the Akron Bible Club. I can still 
recall my first meeting, escorting the “kids” 
into the classroom. There were kids with 
various mental and physical disabilities and 
I thought to myself, “How in the world is our 
incredible teacher, Tara Kelley, going to reach 
all of these kids?” It didn’t take very long 
for me to feel God’s presence in the room. 
Once the class started, everything became a 
celebration of God’s grace and love through 
music and Scripture. There were several 
young people present at the meeting who 
weren’t responsive due to their disabilities; 
but when the class started they became 
attentive and you could see the Lord working 
inside of them. You could tell that they 
understood everything the Lord intended 
for them to hear. It was truly a religious 
experience and something I look forward 
to every month. I started volunteering with 
the notion that, with the Lord’s help, I could 
be a mentor for the kids. What I found out 
through this experience is that I’m actually 
the student and they’re the teachers. These 
kids are the true embodiment of how to 
live life the way the Lord intended us to. 
A lot of these kids are not able to function 
independently, but they don’t allow their 
disabilities to interfere with their genuine 
zest for life. I’ve learned a lot about life and 
love from my experiences with these kids. 
God is so amazing and uses many situations 
to reach out to His children. He is mentoring 
ME every month through these kids. It’s my 
hope that everyone has an opportunity to 
attend an H*VMI Bible Club someday and 
see firsthand the incredible things that God 
is doing with this organization and these 
wonderful kids. 

The Fall 2010 United Way Campaigns are kicking off in most 
areas at this time. You may be looking for a way to be sure 
your United Way donation goes toward a program that you 
wholeheartedly support. If your local United Way allows Donor 
Option (or Donor Choice), you can decide where your gift goes. 
H*VMI's Handi*Camp, BASIS and REST Ministries programs 
have been approved by several United Way offices to receive 
Donor Option designations. We are very thankful for these 
additional gifts toward our camping program for children, teens 
and adults with physical and/or intellectual disabilities, our 
bereaved parents' support ministry and our ministry to people 
who are abused, hurting and imprisoned!

If you would like to designate all or part of your United 
Way donation this fall, simply list either Handi*Camp 
(Handi*Vangelism), BASIS (Handi*Vangelism) or REST 
Ministries (Handi*Vangelism) as the Donor Option agency on 
your designation form. Be sure to include our office address  
(PO Box 122, Akron, PA  17501-0122) so your United Way 
office can contact us. 

Donor Choice forms for the United Way of Southeastern 
PA (greater Philadelphia area) include a space for an agency 
code number. Handi*Camp's code number is 01113. The code 
number for BASIS is 07659. REST Ministries’ code number 
is 12000. Thank you for prayerfully considering one of these 
H*VMI programs as part of your United Way donation.

 
Monday, September 27, 2010

 Format: Shotgun Start @9:00 AM
 Place: Centerton Golf Club
  1022 Almond Road 
   Pittsgrove, NJ 08318

Donation for Golfers: $100.00  
Come for Lunch only:  $35.00

GREAT Prizes!  GREAT Fel lowship!
Questions & early reservations,  

call Paul Lehto @ 856-686-1064 or visit www.hvmi.org

Outing
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We're back! 
The 24 foot U-Haul truck loaded with camp 
supplies pulled into the driveway at our Akron 
office about 2:30 PM on Saturday, July 10th. 
We’re getting things put away slowly. Yes—we 
survived—even thrived during the two 100+ 
degree days!!! 

Our 37th summer is now, as they say, “in 
the books!” The most important Book has 
some new entries. By God’s grace, some 
campers received Christ as Savior. Many 
others gave testimony that they grew in Him 
or rededicated their lives to Him while at 
Handi*Camp or Adult Bible Conference. 

Thanks so much for praying for Handi*Camp 
over the six plus weeks of staff orientation and 
camp/conference sessions. God provided a 
wonderful group of staffers, 155 campers and 
guests, safety and good health and a spiritually 
refreshing time.  

We were excited to see what God would do 
in this year of transition. Brian Robinson, 
after twenty-five years of ministering 
faithfully and with excellence in the position 
of Handi*Camp Director, was stepping 
back into an administrative position, still 
with Handi*Camp. Chuck Gregory would 
spread his wings this summer as our new 
Handi*Camp Director. With praise to God, 
the transition was smooth and all went well. 
Brian and Chuck made a great team, along 
with Mark Amey continuing to serve so 
capably as Assistant to the Camp Director.  

Below is a reflection Chuck offers from his first 
summer as Handi*Camp Director: 

You never know what the Lord is going to 
do at camp and this year was no exception. 
On Wednesday night of our Challenger/
Adventurer week the Gospel was presented 
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in our evening chapel 
time. We were praying 
that God would draw 
people to Himself and 
knew of several new 
campers who may 
need to follow Christ. 
Following the chapel 

program the campers were invited to go to 
the gift store at camp. I went to the store just 
to check out what the campers were buying. 
When I came out of the store I saw a camper 
and counselor talking together. I asked them 
how they were. The camper was one of our new 
campers. She told me that she had just prayed 
to receive Jesus as her Savior. You could see the 
instant change in her. She was so excited to 
talk about her new Friend, Jesus. As I talked 
with her and her counselor I began to cry as 
it was a blessing to see God at work in her life. 
The rest of the evening included a baseball 
game with the camper running to everyone 
who would listen to tell them about her 
decision to follow Jesus! It was truly amazing 
to see God in her life!
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I’ve been referring to my son’s day of death 
as his “death day” for 12 years. On some 
level, that bothers me. It implies a negative 
event took place. It was not a fun day for 
sure, but a very 
difficult day from a 
parent’s perspective. 
But just yesterday, 
the 12th anniversary 
of our son’s death, I 
was thinking how, for 
him, it was a day full 
of glory. The words to 
the hymn at the right 
came to mind.

From now on, I’m 
going to call June 8th 
my son’s “Glory Day.” 
That’s a far better 
description of the 
day we celebrate in 
memory of our son. 
My husband, Don, 
and I take the day off 
from work and make a 

My Son’s “Glory Day”
Written by Marilyn Barto on 6/9/2009 
Marilyn recently retired as the Office Administrator for H*VMI’s BASIS Ministry.

“O That Will be Glory” 

When all my labors and trials are o’er,
And I am safe on that beautiful shore,
Just to be near the dear Lord I adore,
Will through the ages be glory for me.

Chorus:
O that will be, glory for me,   
Glory for me, glory for me;
When by His grace I shall look on His face,
That will be glory, be glory for me.
When by the gift of His infinite grace,
I am accorded in heaven a place,
Just to be there and to look on His face
Will through the ages be glory for me.
Friends will be there I have loved long ago;
Joy like a river around me will flow;
Yet, just a smile from my Saviour, I know,
Will through the ages be glory for me.

Written by Charles H. Gabriel, 1856-1932.  
No copyright.

plan to go somewhere we both enjoy, or pick 
a new place to explore. Our son enjoyed 
trips and meeting new people. He could 
start a conversation with anyone and find 

out all about 
them in about 
10 minutes. I 
can’t do that 
even now. I’m 
laid back and 
shy around new 
people. But I do 
like to explore 
new places of 
interest. This 
plan has helped 
us to look fondly 
forward to this 
day, instead 
of dreading it. 
Sure, we still 
feel that seed of 
sadness inside 
us…but the day 
is not so hard to 
endure now.

All glory to God for your response to our 
“beginning of the year” appeal to help us 
recover a 2009 end-of-year deficit of $51,000. 

We praise God for His provision, 
through you, of 321 gifts totaling 
$51,640.74!! 

Knowing you and your love for this 
ministry, we desire to keep you 
adequately informed throughout the 
year as to where we stand financially. To 
that end, you will find a visual depiction 
[as of June 30, 2010] of ministry income 
compared to our year-to-date budgeted 
needs. As you are able, we trust that 
you will join us both prayerfully and 
financially so we can end 2010 in the 

Financial Update
black. Thank you for partnering with us as 
H*VMI continues to minister to the needs 
of people who have special needs, hurts and 
challenges in their lives. 

86.67%

Ministry Income 
January-June 2010

$425,295

$375,108
Actual 

Budgeted  
Don’t forget: As the holidays approach, 
shopping online through links on the 
H*VMI website will allow a portion of your 
sale to be given back to our ministries. 

Click on the following tabs to shop!:

Make A Donation

iGive

Christian Books.com
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A parent who has lost a child in death, never 
forgets that child…and never forgets the 
grief. I'm not suggesting that this parent 
never has meaning and joy again. I am saying 
that, even in those times, the memory of the 
child is continually in the background. 

So, BASIS is holding our bi-annual “Service 
of Remembering with Hope,” on October 
2nd. It is a time and place to have the child 
and the grief briefly in the foreground; to 
hold the feelings reverently; and to allow 
the Lord to apply His comfort to the hearts 

Service of Remembering with Hope
By Judy Blore, Director of BASIS

of hurting parents. We will remember each 
individual and precious child represented. 
We will drink in that comfort in the form of 
music and Scripture and words of hope. 

All bereaved parents are invited. There is no 
fee. We will end this program early enough to 
be able to travel the short distance (two miles) 
to the H*VMI Banquet at Shady Maple. We 
want parents to have plenty of time to enjoy 
the meal and fellowship there as well.  

For more information, go to our website  
www.hvmi.org, or call our office at 717.859.4777.

October 2, 2010 
9:30 AM 
Bethany Grace 
Fellowship Church  
400 Reading Road
East Earl, PA 17519

February 2013 is the latest target date for 
H*VMI to realize the HONOR of being 
invited to move our ministry headquarters 
to the campus of Lancaster Bible College, 
Lancaster PA. We are so excited to be part 
of a Strategic Alliance Project sponsored 
by LBC. They have invited a handful of 
mission agencies to join them on campus to 
operate in the midst of their 1900 students. 
This will provide direct access, for their 
students, to mission agencies with diverse 
outreaches; and will provide the mission 
agencies opportunity to invite LBC students 

to participate with us through volunteering, 
internships and part-time/full-time 
missionary endeavors.

We’re excited. We’ll keep you informed. 

In the meantime, as we go to print with this 
issue of Increase, we’ve received word that 
the building in which we now reside has 
been sold by our partner ministry, BCM 
International. It appears that we will have 
to find temporary headquarters until the 
move to LBC. Please pray with us for God’s 
wisdom, direction and provision as we work 
out details.

Move Update

Our attendance has been growing through the years. Last year we 
welcomed more than 500 people. We think that means that our 
friends agree with us that the H*VMI Banquet at Shady Maple is the 
place to be!!! There’s still room for us to grow!!

This year’s theme is “Laughter, the Best Medicine;” and the program 
is the theatrical team, “Peculiar People.” You can visit their website, 
www.peculiarpeople.com to get a “taste” of their talent. You’ll have 
to come to the banquet to get a “taste” of the delicious meal Shady 
Maple is preparing for us. We think you’ll thoroughly enjoy the FUN 
things we’re planning—at the tables, with the music and through our 
program.There will also be an H*VMI ministry update. Since YOU 
are a very intricate part of the things God is doing in and through 
H*VMI, we think you won’t want to miss this report.

Find more details when you open your invitation, enclosed in this 
issue of Increase.

“A cheerful heart makes you healthy.” Proverbs 17:22 (NIRV) 

the best medicine

     
Handi*Vangelism 

Ministries International 
7th Annual Banquet

Saturday, October 2, 2010

Shady Maple Banquet Center 
East Earl, Lancaster County, PA 

The doors open for appetizers at 10:45 AM

See you there!!!

You are Invited 
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H*VMI Calendar of Events
Visit  H*VMI's website for details for all events listed below.

September 10-11	 H*VMI	Board	of	Directors	Meeting

September 27	 H*VMI	Annual	Golf	Outing

October 2	 H*VMI	7th	Annual	Banquet

October 2	 H*VMI’s	BASIS	
	 Service	of	Remembering	with	Hope

October 5	 2nd	Annual	National	Day	of	Prayer	for	Mental		
	 Illness	Recovery	and	Understanding	

October 11-15	 H*VMI’s	SeRVANt	Orientation	for	new	missionaries

November 19-21	 H*VMI	Board/Staff	Retreat

January 6-7	 H*VMI	Board	of	Directors	Meeting

Monthly		 Bible	Studies/Clubs	and	Support	Groups	

Executive Director:  
Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry DepartMents

BASIS
for bereaved parents and families

Disability Training 
supporting the church in disability ministry

Discipleship Ministries
year round opportunities for people with  
disabilities; people who are hospitalized;  
or people who live in residential facilities

Grief Seminars 
help for coping with loss

Handi*Camp 
camping and Bible Conference opportunities 

for people with disabilities

International 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other training ministries

Minds Renewed
addressing mental health issues

PIP 
for parents of individuals with disabilities

REST Ministries
for those who have experienced abuse,  

addictions, imprisonment

Twilight Senior Ministries 
for those in nursing homes

Editor:  Kathy Sheetz
Design:  Claire Krout

For more information contact us at:

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

PO Box 122  
Akron, PA 17501-0122

Phone:  717.859.4777
E-mail:  info@hvmi.org 

Exploring Matching  
Grants with H*VMI
by Paul Lehto,  
Director of Development

Have you ever thought about a partnership with H*VMI in a 
Matching Grant effort? Matching Grants can be an opportunity 
that is provided by the company you work for, an organization that 
you belong to or an individual who wants to challenge people to 
invest in the Ministry of H*VMI. Pledging support indicates that 
your company or an individual is willing to commit funds towards 
a specific project at H*VMI. You can pledge any amount and 
challenge others to participate in matching the original amount 
pledged. When pledging support for a project, you should not send 
any money. Pledging support only indicates that the company or 
individual is willing to do a Matching Grant project through H*VMI 
once the matching funds are met.

Within H*VMI there are ten ministries that have individual budget 
needs; or a matching grant can be developed to support the future 
needs of our expanding ministry. If this type of funding opportunity 
interests you and you would like to explore this investment option 
with H*VMI in more detail, please call Paul Lehto, Director of 
Development at 717.859.4777, ext.130.


