
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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Matt Redman’s song, 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord), was 
a song we loved to sing this summer at Handi*Camp:

Chorus

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
O my soul, 

Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, 

O my soul. 
I’ll worship Your holy name.

The entire song evokes gusty singing, filled with emotion.
From the 2nd verse:

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing, 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.

Through the 41 years of H*VMI, there are 10,000 and 
more–many more –reasons for us to bless the Lord. Lest our 
Graphic Artist panic to find room in this newsletter to list all 
10,000 plus reasons to bless the Lord, here are just a few:

 A bereaved couple, hurting deeply over the loss of their 
daughter, committed themselves to helping other parents who 
have experienced similar devastation. They “tune in” to losses 
in their area and make contacts. They also facilitate a BASIS 
support group in their home.

 The family of a young man with cerebral palsy, in a wheelchair, 
travels a long distance year after year to bring him to 
Handi*Camp. It’s there that he finds acceptance for who he is 
and loving care for his special needs.

 Over the years, in H*VMI’s Twilight Senior Ministries, scores 
of people have come to Christ, some at the “11:59” hour.

 A Minds Renewed member who struggles with bipolar disorder 
recently stated, “I have you in my cell phone list as part of my 
family. You have helped me through difficult things more than 
my real family.”

By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

 A Handi*Camper arrived home from camp on Friday; and, on 
Monday, called our office to verify next year’s dates and make 
a request for a particular counselor. “She took good care of me!” 
She called back a few days later and recited her camp week’s 
memory verse with our receptionist, challenging her to say the 
verse with her!

 Sitting in a support group for parents who have a child with a 
disability, we’re always blessed to see parents encouraging and 
helping other parents. For good reason those support groups 
are called PIP, Parents In Progress.

 When we learn about a church that has caught the vision for 
reaching out to hurting people and to people with disabilities, 
we are so excited and thankful. We greatly enjoy being invited 
to churches to provide training in these areas.

 Even tho’ the REST Ministries team was reduced in number, 
those remaining have enlarged their vision by investigating 
a possible ministry in the area of sex trafficking, sadly, an 
exploding world and local problem.

 Ghana camps ALWAYS finish their programs resulting with 
new names written down in Glory!

As I wrote previously, these are just a very few of the 
reasons for which we, at H*VMI, bless the Lord. And, we 
know there are more reasons to come as we begin year 42!! 
Prayerfully, one of those reasons will be a place we can 

call home—our own property. We’re  still 
taking baby steps toward that goal, praying 
fervently over each step. 

Thank you for being a part of (again, from the 
song, 1st verse…) Things Past and Things That 
Lie Before Us! Bless the Lord with us!
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New Office Location – Not A New Mailing Address!!!

It Begins…In A Pickle Jar! ! ! !?????

NEW, as of August 23th 
H*VMI’s physical office address: 
  300 West Chestnut Street, Ephrata PA
NOT NEW—our mailing address, phone & fax: 

 PO Box 122 Akron PA 17501-0122
 Phone: 717.859.4777
 Fax: 717.721.7662
Come see us at our new address—but, please don’t 
attempt to mail anything to us there. The post office 
will not deliver it.  

We are SO serious about finding a new, permanent location—our own 
property—to accommodate our offices, our camps and so many 

other H*VMI ministries. Moving? We’re weary from it, worn out from it 
and tired of doing it! We got home from Handi*Camp on August 23rd, 
which required moving from Akron to Camp Sankanac to Malaga Camp to 
Akron. We immediately began packing to move our office on July 26th. We 
long to make one more move—one more only—and that would be to our 
own property.

We are SO serious about finding that new, permanent location that we 
began funding it this summer—in a pickle jar! (We emptied and washed 
it first!!) We placed the jar on our registration table each opening day of 
camp. We marked it—“for our new property.” It raised lots of questions 
from campers, parents and staff. Little by little, campers, parents and staff 
began placing pocket change, or bills or even checks in the jar. That’s how 
much THEY realize the need for this property. We’re happy to report that 
over $1300 was raised—in the pickle jar. It will be used to open a “New 
Property” account at H*VMI. When the time is right—we’ll let you know 
that it’s time to do more than fill a pickle jar. Time to ask the Lord to 
provide the miracle to fund the property. We’ll keep you posted and, in the 
meantime, maybe you’d like to circulate your own pickle jar and fill it for 
H*VMI’s new property!!

NEW 
Office 

OLD 
Office 
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Ghana Camps—Christmas Camp for the 
Deaf/Easter Camp for the Blind

Annual BASIS Breakfast—May 3, 2014

H*VMI Office Move 
August 23, 2014

PIP Picnic—this year’s event: August 16, 2014

BASIS Picnic—this year’s events:  
August 2 and August 16, 2014

H*VMI Annual Charity Golf Outing— 
this year’s event:  September 29, 2014 
(See our website for more information.)

Bible Clubs—all clubs resuming in  
October 2014

Ministering at Nursing Homes

H*VMI Annual Banquets  
NJ – April 12, 2014

PA – October 4, 2014

H*VMI Photo Album
Some of the 10,000 Reasons to Bless the Lord
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A message from Sandy Ott’s family 
(Week 3 Bible Conference 1 Guest): 
(Sandy) would love nothing more than 
to attend camp again this year. She’s had 
some tough times through the year and 
this is something she very much looks 
forward to every year.

The ONE TRUE God.
The INCOMPARABLE God.

The TRUTHFUL God.
He is unmatched in power and grace.
His promises are always held in place

No matter the time or place.

We don’t always like what He asks.
We don’t always feel adequate for the task.

Though it may not seem like a blast,
If we think about our past

We remember He is steadfast.

Even if our world feels upside down
It will eventually turn around.

Though His steps we may not understand
We will realize it was all part of  

His perfect plan.

Peter Handley’s testimony 
(Week 5 Conqueror camper):

“Hi everyone my name is 
Peter Handley and I want to 
share my testimony with you 
and share some things that 
you don’t know about me. Is 
that alright with you? 

Well when I was a baby in 
my birth mom, she did drugs 
and drank alcohol all the 

time and I drank all of that through the feeding tube 
that was inside of her belly! So now I have: ADHD, CP, 
anxiety, stress. And I can’t read as well as others and I 
can’t understand as fast as other people can and stuff like 
that! Sad right? And I was born with clubbed feet! Does 
anyone know what clubbed feet are? Well clubbed feet 
are when your feet are turned all the way around like 

a backwards C! And I had to get so many surgeries on 
both legs and feet! And I was really scared during that 
whole process!

But I remembered that God was with me during all the 
surgeries I had on my legs and feet because my mom and 
dad that I have now took me into their family because 
my birth mom had to give me up! Sad right? 

But God had a plan for me the whole time this was 
happening! And my mom always said to me that God 
always is with you and He will never leave you and then 
I wasn’t so scared anymore because I knew God was in 
control of the whole thing during all my surgeries! And 
God healed me in a way that I couldn’t even believe at 
first at the end of the surgeries until that day where I 
was able to walk and run and do so much more. And 
to this day until the day I die I’m still praising God for 
everything He’s done for me in my life! And yeah that’s 
my testimony!”

Kelsie Cain  
(Week 5 Conqueror 
camper) wrote this poem 
in about 15 minutes, 
encompassing the  
week’s Bible lessons!

Handi*Camp #41—May 21– July 5, 2014
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H*VMI Coming 
Events 2014

August 16   PIP Family Picinic
 Akron PA

August 16  BASIS Picnic
 National Park NJ

September 29   H*VMI Golf Outing
 Centerton NJ

October 4  H*VMI PA Banquet
 New Holland PA

October 7 National Day of Prayer 
 for Mental Illness Recovery  
 & Understanding
 Lancaster PA

For additional information on these 
events, please visit our website, call 

717.859.4777 or  
scan the QR code below

The Lancaster County Community Foundation is, 
once again, sponsoring their Extraordinary Give 

program. This is a wonderful opportunity for organizations 
like H*VMI to experience—and their ministry partners 
to help provide—a financial boost to help meet needs. The 
program is open for organizations in Lancaster County— 
but, donations can come from any geographic location.

Last year, the first time H*VMI joined in the program, 
donations to H*VMI amounted to $27,685, and with the 
particular matches and incentives the Extraordinary Give 
program provides, we actually received over $30,000. 
What a blessing! What a testimony to God’s faithfulness 
to H*VMI.

H*VMI Support Groups
and Bible Clubs

BASIS Support groups for bereaved parents.

 Akron PA 3rd Tuesdays
 Aldan PA 3rd Tuesdays
 Lavelle PA 3rd Sundays 
 Lebanon PA 1st Tuesdays 
 Williamstown NJ 2nd Fridays

Disability Ministries  
Bible Clubs for Children, teens and/or adults with disabilities. 

 Media PA Elwyn (2nd and 4th Thursdays) 
 Philadelphia PA  Inglis House (Tuesdays) 
 Akron PA  Lancaster Bible Club (1st Thursdays) 
 Akron PA  Maple Farm Nursing Center (1st and 3rd Wednesdays) 
 Berwyn PA  Melmark (1st Mondays) 
 Glassboro NJ  MSA Manor (last Tuesdays) 
 Royersford PA  Parkhouse Providence Pointe (1st Tuesdays, 4th Sundays) 
 Morgantown PA  Sunny Crest  (3rd Thursdays) 
 Germantown PA  Unity Villa/Elwyn  (2nd Tuesdays) 
 Voorhees NJ  Voorhees Care and Rehab Center (2nd Fridays) 

PIP support groups for parents of children with disabilities.

 Akron PA  3rd Mondays 
 Collingswood NJ 2nd Thursdays   

MinDs reneweD Support Group for those dealing with mental health issues 
personally or with a loved one.

 Lancaster PA  3rd Mondays

Call us at 717.859.4777 for additional information.

Extraordinary Give Opportunity Coming…Soon
The opportunity is coming again—this November. 
We’ll give you specific details about how/when to donate 
as the time gets closer. In the meantime, tho’, please 
don’t hold back your donations for H*VMI, waiting for 
the Extraordinary Give program. We need them every 
day. We need them now! Our hope, our prayer is that 
donations through Extraordinary Give, when that time 
comes, will be in addition to the giving you already do 
for H*VMI. 

Apart from the “official” Extraordinary Give program, 
here at H*VMI, we see every donation, every dollar 
donated to H*VMI as extraordinary—just the way we 
see you, our extraordinary donors!!
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United Way Campaign

The Fall 2014 United Way Campaigns are kicking 
off in most areas at this time. You may be looking 

for a way to be sure your United Way donation goes 
toward a program that you wholeheartedly support. 
If your local United Way allows Donor Option (or 
Donor Choice), you can decide where your gift goes. 
H*VMI’s Handi*Camp, BASIS and REST Ministries 
programs have been approved by several United Way 
offices to receive Donor Option designations. We are 
very thankful for these additional gifts toward our 
camping program for children, teens and adults with 
physical and/or intellectual disabilities; our bereaved 
parents’ support ministry; and our ministry to people 
who are abused or hurting! 

If you would like to designate all or part of your United 
Way donation this fall, simply list either:
 Handi*Camp (Handi*Vangelism),  
 BASIS (Handi*Vangelism) or  
 REST Ministries (Handi*Vangelism) 
as the Donor Option agency on your designation form. 
Be sure to include our office address (PO Box 122, 
Akron PA  17501-0122) so your United Way office can 
contact us. 

The Donor Choice form for the United Way of Greater 
Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey includes a space 
for an agency code number:  
 Handi*Camp #1113 
 BASIS #7659 
 REST Ministries #12000 

Thank you for prayerfully considering one of these 
H*VMI programs as part of your United Way donation.

Minds 
Renewed 
Update
By Cathi Myers, Director, 
H*VMI’s Minds Renewed 
Ministry

Our Minds Renewed Support Group 
celebrated its 10th Anniversary on June 16, 

2014. During the celebration, the support group 
members shared reasons why they appreciate the 
group. Here are a few of their comments: 

“Thanks for being there for me. I 
remember going through a difficult 
situation and needing to speak with 
someone. You contacted me quickly for 
which I was very thankful. Thanks for 
caring.”

“I appreciate the welcoming atmosphere 
of the group, the format/structure and 
the encouragement that I receive from the 
facilitators and group members.”

“I am quite thankful for Minds Renewed 
for several reasons. Two of them are 1) 
the educational features offered, 2) for the 
honesty and openness shared in this group.”

“You have become my family…”

Minds Renewed’s 6th annual program for the 
National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness 
Recovery and Understanding will be held on 
October 7, 2014 from 7:00–8:30 p.m. at Calvary 
Church in Lancaster PA. Our theme this year is: 
“Partnering with Your Doctor to Manage Bipolar 
Illness.” We will have a time of prayer for mental 
illness recovery and understanding followed by an 
educational feature on our theme presented by Dr. 
Karla Campanella. This event will be co-sponsored 
by No Longer Alone Ministries.  
Contact Cathi Myers for more details at 
717.859.4777 ext.110. or email cmyers@hvmi.org.
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for those in nursing homes
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s Name (Please Print)

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                                 s Email address 

Method of Payment
o Check (Please make your check payable to H*VMI.) 

o Credit Card # :   _______________________________________________

 o Visa     o MasterCard      Exp. Date:  ______ /______

 Signature:  _______________________________  Date: _____________

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You! 

Please complete this response form and return it in the enclosed envelope.

Financial Needs
 o Please accept my gift of : $ ___________________________________
  Please Designate my gift toward:
  o H*VMI’s General Fund 
  o Where most needed 
  o H*VMI Ministry/Missionary _______________________________

Other
 Please send me information about
  o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT). 
  o Gifts of stock
  o Planned Giving Opportunities

o I’d prefer to receive future issues of Increase via email.  
  (Please fill out your information on the form above.)

 Thank You! In the last issue of Increase we invited you to donate toward 
a new office phone system and a new computer for the Graphic Studio. The 
goal was met. The phone system is in place and working well. The Graphic 
Studio computer is about to be ordered!! We praise God for His provision—and 
for your willingness to be His channels of blessing to this ministry.

We always have a need in the ministry’s General Fund, the one which ensures 
that all H*VMI program areas can operate and grow. If you would like to donate 
a gift to our General Fund, please use the coupon below:


