
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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What is your perspective on disability? A blessing? 
A curse? A mistake? A punishment? A way to 
glorify God? Random happenstance? I’d like to 

share stories about two people who have disabilities who 
were at Handi*Camp this summer. Both of them impacted 
the people around them for Christ in ways we could not 
have imagined. Their names are Tom and Isaiah. 

Tom is a middle-aged man who loves to play chess, takes 
college courses online and who loves his independence. 

Tom lives in a 
long-term nursing 
care facility and 
he has a physical 
disability that 
requires that he 
use a wheelchair. 
He attends our 
Bible Study 
program at his 
facility and 
heard about 

Handi*Camp. He completed the guest application forms 
and was added to the list for a week of camp. When he 
arrived, he was greeted with cheers and smiles. He felt safe 
and accepted. By day two of camp, he was proclaiming his 
return next year! He expressed the desire to keep in touch 
with his companion, the summer staffer who cared for 
him during the week. Through the week, Tom had many 
conversations with people at camp, sharing his story and 
asking them to share theirs. At week’s end, the guests at 
camp were given the opportunity to share something at 
an evening coffee house event. Some sang songs, others 

read Scripture; but Tom had a different idea. Tom shared a 
heartfelt story from his personal life, and it brought many 
of us to tears. The story was about his family and their 
support of his pursuit of independence. He shared that, 
even in the midst of his struggles with his disability, he 
knows that he is blessed by God. Before Tom left camp, 
he made sure to take with him five brochures to share 
with his friends at home. He said he wants more people to 
experience what he did at Handi*Camp.

Isaiah is a young man who attends college at Liberty 
University and enjoys baseball and traveling. He loves 

the Lord, and he 
desires to serve Him 
however he is able. 
Isaiah also has a 
physical disability 
that causes him to 
need a wheelchair. 
Isaiah also heard 
about Handi*Camp 
for the first time this 
year and reached 
out to us to apply 
as a staff member. 
He recognized that 
God gave him gifts 

and a testimony that could bless others, and he wanted to 
share those things. He also had experience in programming-
type activities and leadership. He had many questions, 
and so did we. What was at the root of the questions was a 
desire to see this venture succeed, to see God use Isaiah to 

by Kyle Robinson, Executive Director
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Perspective—continued from page 1

bless Handi*Camp and for Isaiah to be blessed through 
his work here. After receiving his application and some 
discussion with the camp team, Isaiah was hired as one 
of our summer Program Assistants. Challenges along 
the way were met and overcome as he relied on God 
and sought His strength. Through the summer, Isaiah 
led activities and electives. He poured into campers’ 
spiritual lives by joining in and leading devotional times 
and through one-on-one conversations. He 
helped a longtime Handi*Camp guest by 
feeding him his meals. He dove headfirst 
into all things Handi*Camp. During the 
seventh week of camp, Isaiah was asked to 
share his testimony during a chapel session. 
Isaiah shared about his disability, a genetic 
condition called muscular dystrophy. He 
shared that we was able to walk for most 
of his childhood. He explained about the 
day he realized he would never walk again, 
about the struggles with depression and 
about the pain he felt. He shared about his 
feeling that he had no future. Relying on 
God was the thing that turned it all around 
for Isaiah. He embraced his Savior and Lord and the plan 
that God had laid out for his life. After high school, he 
went to Liberty University, pursuing a degree in ministry. 
This is where he heard about Handi*Camp and felt God 
leading him to serve there. In the midst of presenting his 
heartfelt testimony he chuckled and said, “God might have 
brought me to Handi*Camp just for this very moment so 
I could share these things.” Again, there were many teary 
eyes as we listened to him. Isaiah left camp with ministry 
experience that will be invaluable to him in his future, new 
friends and a desire to return again next year to serve the 
Lord at Handi*Camp!

In the two stories I just shared, both men have physical 
limitations. One came to camp as a guest. The other, a 
staff member. You might say one came to be served, the 
other to serve. But both served the Lord in a mighty 
way by submitting to His plan, acknowledging that He 
is in control and that they are blessed because they are 
children of God. Guests and staff alike thanked Isaiah 
and Tom for their sharing. Many hearts were touched 
and perspectives changed. 

Some in the world today want to minimize disability, often 
seeking to ignore it altogether. A perspective that suggests 
that we all can accomplish whatever we desire in life, 
be whatever we want to be or whatever makes us happy 
sets many of our expectations unachievably high. Many 
times even those who manage to attain earthly greatness 

are left feeling empty. God’s plan is as simple as stated in 
Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” That verse speaks nothing about 
us all becoming millionaires, pro football players or 
astronauts; nothing about us all finding our soul mate, 
having two kids and a house with a white picket-fence; 
nothing about perfect health or a struggle free-life. The 

verse is simple. We are God’s workmanship. 
God didn’t get the recipe wrong by taking 
a phone call halfway through and missing 
an ingredient! He created each of us exactly 
how He wanted us to be. No mistakes. 
Knowing who we are is half of what we 
can learn from this verse. The other half 
is knowing what we are supposed to do. 
Good works. What good works you ask? 
The good works which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. The world’s plan is all 
about me, me, me. God’s plan, the plan 
that is designed to... prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you a future and a 
hope (Jeremiah 29:11)... is all about God, 

God, God. Following what He knows is best is the path 
that brings true joy and fulfillment. God has an ultimate 
plan for this world and for His creation. Isaiah and Tom 
are beautiful portraits of that plan. They were fulfilling 
God’s plan for their lives this summer. Both of them 
needed support from those around them in different 
ways. The camp season would not have been complete 
without their presence. They did what God planned for 
them to do. They showed us that relying on God is the 
key, recognizing that even through our earthly limitations, 
He is at work in and through us for His glory. God binds 
us together so we can serve Him together, using our 
individual strengths and struggles for His glory. As we all 
go through life with our 
own limitations, whether 
physical, intellectual, 
emotional or otherwise, 
we can be confident that 
the Holy Spirit is not 
limited. In Christ we are 
victorious (1 Corinthians 
15:57)! So what is your 
perspective on disability? 
A blessing? A way to 
glorify God? A part of 
God’s design to show 
Himself? Or all of  
the above?

He created 
each of us 

exactly how 
He wanted 

us to be.  
No mistakes.
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What is an H*VMI ministry event without 
food? Add the fellowship of our dear friends 
and ministry partners and what do you have? 

THREE—yes THREE—upcoming special events. 

H*VMI is branching out in order to spread the word 
about God’s work in and through the ministry. In the past, 
many of you have enjoyed traveling to beautiful Lancaster 
County, PA for our annual PA Ministry Fundraising 
banquet. That event will be held on SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 5, 2019 at Yoder’s Restaurant in New 
Holland, PA from 11:30AM-2PM. Our guest speaker 
will be Milt Stoltzfus of Friendship Community – a very 
special friend and ministry partner for many years! We 
will also welcome Frank Dodd who will be providing 
music. Frank is a former Handi*Camp staff member and 
is an outstanding musician who currently serves as the 
Music Director of Westminster Presbyterian Church in the 
Lancaster PA area. In addition, we will enjoy a wonderful 
Lancaster County meal (did I mention food?) and updates 
about what God is doing in the ministry. 

For those of you who are NOT in the Lancaster County 
area, or who are unable to travel a distance, we have other 
opportunities for you! The H*VMI staff is “hitting the 

road!” Join us for a ministry update and luncheon (Yes! 
Food!) at one of the following locations: 

• In the NORTH JERSEY/NYC area on  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2019 at River View 
Banquet Center in Berkeley Heights, NJ from 
11:30AM-1:30PM.

• In the SOUTH JERSEY area on  
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2020 at The Grove in 
Pittsgrove Township, NJ from 11:30AM-1:30PM. 

Please ALSO invite friends, pastors and others who 
would be interested in learning more about the ministry 
of H*VMI. These events would be a great introduction to 
programs and resources that H*VMI has to offer! 

(Special note: If you are not located near one of these 
events but would like to have a ministry update presented 
to your church or one of your small groups, please contact 
us! Our staff is ready. Founder and Ministry Ambassador, 
Tim Sheetz, is available for such speaking engagements. 
Contact us to schedule.) 

There is no cost to attend any of these events, but RSVP is 
required. See the enclosed invitation for additional details for 
the 2019 events or visit hvmi.org to register online for all events. 

Food... Food... And More Food! 

September 12, 2019
Benefiting

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

Tanglewood Manor Golf Club 
653 Scotland Road, Quarryville, PA 17566

Cost: $125

Registration and light fare: 11:30 AM with dinner 
following your round.  

Early reservations, visit our website;  
or contact: Steve Wilson at

717.859.4777 or swilson@hvmi.org

17th Annual Charity

GOLF OUTING
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In our last edition of Increase, we 
asked you to pray for our 2019 
Handi*Camp season. THANK 

YOU! Please rejoice with us for God’s 
marvelous answers to prayer!

• 109 campers and guests attended. 
16 others were on the registration 
list but for various reasons were 
not able to attend. Seven new 
campers and guests attended. One 
shared, “Thank you to all who 
made it possible to attend camp 
this summer. I had an awesome 
time, and God willing plan to 
attend next year.” 

• God definitely provided safety! 
There were several tornados that 
touched down near us—and bad 
weather all around, but we were safe 
in God’s Hand of protection! There 
were no major health concerns. 
NJ off-camp trips to Fort Mott, 
the Deptford Mall and Ocean City 
boardwalk all went smoothly! 

• We do not know of any salvation 
decisions, but everyone definitely 
heard the Good News! Please 
continue to pray for seeds to be 
watered and, in His time, to bring 
forth fruit. We saw evidence of 
growth through camp songs 
learned; recitation of our Bible 
memory verse using words or Sign 
Language; and remarks such as, 
“I’m glad God made me the way I 
am. I can serve Him better that way.” 

• Our summer staff was 
WONDERFUL—all 61 of them! 
We, admittedly, were short in 
some positions, but we were very 
blessed as staff stepped up to fill 
needs even if not “in their job 
description.” They served well! We 
are also thankful for those who 
came alongside to help with clean-
up days and got camp facilities 
ready for our campers!

HANDI*CAMP - thank you for praying!
By Tara Kelley, Handi*Camp Director
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P lease keep praying BIG! The work on the Land Development Plan continued 
through the summer camp season, but there is still more to be done. The site 
plan has been reviewed by a site work company and grading lines have been 

applied with costs estimated. We have been working on our highway occupancy permit, 
but there are still things needed in that area as well. All the people I am meeting with, 
who do this kind of large-scale planning for a living, tell me that this timeline is very 
typical. Things move fast, then slow. Hurry up to wait. Pray for H*VMI as we continue 
to strive vigorously towards securing our final approvals. Pray also for God’s timing in 
all that takes place. Pray for Him to continue to be glorified in all we do.

PROPERTY UPDATE  By Kyle Robinson, Executive Director (and Property Manager)

PAGE 5



That statement alone, indicating just one of the 
characteristics of our God, speaks volumes. 
However, placing it alongside some of His other 

characteristics, such as His LOVE, His HOLINESS and 
His FAITHFULNESS, can provide the confidence we 
need to face any circumstance directed toward us.

We see so many examples of His SOVEREIGNTY in 
Scripture. For instance, look at the stories of Joseph, 
Daniel, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Hannah, Esther and 
Paul. These are just a few Biblical characters who lived 
through circumstances over which they had no control, 
and which seemed profoundly hopeless. However, each 
person found that their SOVEREIGN God was in control 
and was quite able to take absolutely impossible situations 
and make them very possible.

God says about Himself, “I am the first and last. There is 
no god besides Me.” (Isaiah 44:6)

In other portions of Scripture, we read:

“All things were created by and for Him.” Colossians 1:16

“In Him, all things hold together.” Colossians 1:17

“…Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You exalt Yourself 
as head over all.” I Chronicles 29:11

“He knows all things.” Psalm 139:4,6

“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything 
too difficult for Me?” Jeremiah 32:27

Take another glance at the partial list of God’s 
characteristics at the beginning of this article: 
God’s SOVEREIGNTY, LOVE, HOLINESS and 
FAITHFULNESS. Then reread the Scriptures above. 
What challenge are you facing right now? Health 
issues? Relationship challenges? Financial concerns? 
Loss? Grief ? Read the above list while you place 
the circumstance you are facing in context of each 
characteristic and each Scripture. 

Then rejoice with a thankful heart that God’s 
SOVEREIGNTY, and His LOVE, HOLINESS and 
FAITHFULNESS are all at work in your behalf and for 
His glory. And, say, along with David, “When I am afraid, 
I will put my trust in Thee.” Psalm 56:3

God’s Sovereign Hand
by Tim Sheetz, Founder and Ministry Ambassador

Psalm 103:19 “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens and  
His SOVEREIGNTY rules over all.

The Fall 2019 
United Way 
Campaigns 

are kicking off in most 
areas at this time. You 
may be looking for a 
way to be sure your 
United Way donation 

goes toward a program that you wholeheartedly support. 
If your local United Way allows Donor Option (or Donor 
Choice), you can decide where your gift goes. H*VMI’s 
Handi*Camp, BASIS and REST Ministries programs have 
been approved by several United Way offices to receive 
Donor Option designations. We are very thankful for 
these additional gifts toward our camping program for 
children, teens and adults with physical and/or intellectual 

disabilities; our bereaved parents’ support ministry; and our 
ministry to people who are abused or hurting! 

Designate all or part of your United Way donation this fall. 
The Donor Choice form for the United Way of Greater 
Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey includes a space 
for an agency code number for the following ministries of 
H*VMI: 

 Handi*Camp (Handi*Vangelism) #1113 

 BASIS (Handi*Vangelism) #7659 

 REST Ministries (Handi*Vangelism) #12000 

Be sure to include our office address (PO Box 122, Akron 
PA  17501- 0122) so your United Way office can contact us. 

Thank you for prayerfully considering one of these H*VMI 
programs as part of your United Way donation.

PAGE 6



The past few months I have suffered with some 
physical and spiritual trials. I have spent time 
listening to, encouraging, and praying with many 

women who are suffering from physical, emotional and 
spiritual trials. I have seen women suffer because of the 
abandonment and betrayal of friends. Others are suffering 
because of the rebellion of their children or the fact that 
their children still don’t have a personal relationship with 
Christ. Some women are suffering because their children 
have medical issues with no answers. Some are suffering 
at their places of work because of their testimony for 
Christ. Others are suffering in bad or loveless marriages 
and trust the Lord each day for His love and grace to keep 
their marriage vows. Some are suffering the death of a 
child or loved one. 

We have all kinds of suffering in our lives, the lives of our 
loved ones and in the world around us. In John 16:33 
Jesus said, “I have told you these things so that in Me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart, I have overcome the world.” 

I have seen these women allow the Lord to walk with 
them through their journey of grief, hurt and pain. 
In spite of all that has been happening to them, they 
surrendered all and have remained close to the heart of 
God. What a testimony of encouragement and blessing 
it has been to me as I have watched each of them glorify 
God in the midst of their trials. 

Psalm 73:25-28 – “Whom have I in heaven but You? And 
there is nothing on earth that I desire besides You. My flesh 
and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever. For behold, those who are far from 
You shall perish; You put an end to everyone who is unfaithful 
to You. But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the 
Lord God my refuge, that I may tell of all Your works.”

“Near to the Heart of God” 
Author, Cleland Boyd McAfee

There is a place of quiet rest,
 Near to the heart of God;

 A place where sin cannot molest,
 Near to the heart of God.

Refrain:
 O Jesus, blest Redeemer,

 Sent from the heart of God;
 Hold us, who wait before Thee,

 Near to the heart of God.

There is a place of comfort sweet,
 Near to the heart of God;

 A place where we our Savior meet,
 Near to the heart of God.

There is a place of full release,
 Near to the heart of God;

 A place where all is joy and peace,
 Near to the heart of God.

© Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain

Secure Even In Suffering
by Judy Edinger, REST Ministries missionary, retired 

Romans 8:17 – “...and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.”

I don’t know what trials and suffering you are facing today, 
but I pray God will fill you with His courage and you will 
stay close to His heart and glorify Him.

This song has been a great source of comfort to me in my 
own trials.

Serve Christ - Serve Others - Serve With H*VMI! 
Visit our website and click on the GET INVOLVED tab.

Go to hvmi.org and keep up with:
• Blogs
• Resources
• Ministry Events and Dates 
• Missionary Information  
• Property Updates

Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of a designated missionary. 
Shop by going through links on our site and H*VMI will get a percentage from 
your purchases. Look for the AmazonSmile, eBay and iGive links.
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Handi*Vangelism Ministries 
International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973
Executive Director:  Kyle Robinson

Ministry Departments 

BASIS 
Ministering to bereaved parents and their families through 
a support system of personal contact, newsletters, support 
groups and other activities. 

Disability Ministries 
Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and 
recreational opportunities for people with disabilities 
through year-round programs and summer camp; 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through 
resources, special events and group meetings; and training 
individuals and churches to better understand and meet 
the needs of people with disabilities and their families 
through seminars and awareness events.

International 
Training national workers throughout the world as they 
develop ministry outreaches to people with special needs 
and life challenges. 

Minds Renewed
Helping people address mental health issues personally or 
with a loved one.

REST Ministries
Offering hope to the hurting, abused and addicted, in the 
church and in the community.

Seminars
Helping people facing life challenges; and training Christian 
workers on topics such as grief and loss, mental health, 
abuse, divorce and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries
Serving senior citizens and their families.

Increase is published quarterly.   
Editor:  Kathy Sheetz 
Graphic Design:  Claire Krout

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI
PO Box 122 • Akron PA 17501-0122 
Phone: 717.859.4777    
Email: info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org

             Like us on facebook! facebook.com/handivangelism 

Contact us or visit our website for additional 
information about any of these ministry 

programs OR to RSVP for upcoming events!

hvmi.org  •  717.859.4777

September 7 BASIS Support Group Facilitators 
Seminar (current and potential leaders)

September 12 Golf Outing Fundraiser 
Tanglewood Manor Golf Club 
Quarryville PA

September 17 Help for People in Pain Grief Seminar 
Quarryville Presbyterian  
Retirement Community 
Quarryville PA

October 5 PA Ministry Fundraising Banquet 
Yoder’s Restaurant  
New Holland PA

November 16 North Jersey Area Ministry 
Fundraising Luncheon  
River View Banquet Center 
Berkeley Heights NJ

November 22 The Extraordinary Give Event

April 18, 2020 South Jersey Area Ministry 
Fundraising Luncheon 
The Grove  
Pittsgrove Township NJ

ALSO RESUMING

• Support groups for bereaved parents currently meeting 
in Harrington DE; and Akron, Aldan, Lavelle, Lebanon, 
Paradise and Quarryville PA. 

• Support groups for parents of children with 
disabilities, Collingswood NJ and Akron PA. 

• Bible clubs for children, teens and adults with 
developmental disabilities, Collingswood NJ and Akron PA. 

NEW this year in the Lancaster County area: 
• After-school Bible club group for younger children with 

developmental disabilities; and

• Adult Bible Study for individuals with physical disabilities. 
Both at the H*VMI Office, Ephrata PA.

2019 H*VMI  
CALENDAR
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LANCASTER COUNTY

Saturday, October 5, 2019

11:30 A.M.–2:00 P.M.  Doors open at 10:45 A.M.

Annual Ministry Banquet

Yoder’s Restaurant
14 South Tower Road, New Holland PA 17557

GUEST SPEAKER
Milt Stoltzfus, Friendship Community

MUSIC
Frank Dodd, Music Director of Westminster Presbyterian Church

H*VMI Ministry Update

Enjoy a Delicious Family Style Dinner at 

NORTH JERSEY AREA

Saturday, November 16, 2019
11:30 A.M.–1:30 P.M.  Doors open at 10:45 A.M. 

Ministry Luncheon

New!

River View Banquet Center
56 River Road, Berkeley Heights NJ 07922

H*VMI Ministry Update

H*VMI’s 2019 Fall  
Fundraising Events 

❑ YES! I/We would like to attend H*VMI’s 2019 Fall event in: 

 o Lancaster County, PA / Number attending: _____________

 o North Jersey / Number attending: ___________________

 Name(s)______________________________________

  ___________________________________________
 Please use reverse side of form for any additional names for registration purposes.

Special Needs
  Gluten Free Meal     Pureed Meal     Sign Language Interpreter

❑ Unfortunately, I/we are unable to attend but want to help 
the ministry work of H*VMI. 
Enclosed is my gift of $ _________________________ .

Method of Payment
o My check payable to H*VMI is enclosed.

o Please bill my credit card:   

o Visa   o MasterCard   o Discover   o AmEx

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You! 

s Credit Card No.   s Exp. Date (MM/YY)

s Signature   s Date

s Name (If giving by credit card, please print your name as shown on the card.)

s Street or PO Box

s City 

s State s Zip

s Phone 

s Email 

Please complete information above, cut off and return in the 
enclosed envelope. We need your name(s) for registration 
and/or receipting purposes.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED  
FOR BOTH EVENTS

You can register one of the following ways:

Online at hvmi.org.   Call 717.859.4777.
Mail the response form to the right to H*VMI. 

There is no cost to attend either event. An offering will be 
received. After expenses, all monies in the offering will go 

to H*VMI’s General Fund to keep our ministry departments 
operating and growing. 

When you arrive, pick up your ticket in the lobby to enter the event.  
There is no reserved seating.  

H*VMI  •  PO Box 122, Akron PA, 17501

Handi*Vangelism
Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

hvmi.org

at one of our

Fall 
Fundraising Events 

Join Us


