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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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aster is several weeks behind us. I hope yours was a wonderful celebration.

The nine words, He is Risen, Come and See, Go and Tell (three sets of three), spoken by 
the angel to Mary Magdalene at the tomb are typically highlighted during the Easter season. 
However, they have such profound meaning for Believers that they go well beyond the 
Easter Story to impact every day of our life…including this very day! So, let’s take a look at 
the three word sets to see how each applies to ANY and EVERY day.

He is Risen - The reality of those three words is the source of the greatest Hope 
for every Believer. The fact that Jesus has risen means, of course, that He died. 
And, when He died, He bore your sins and mine on His body, hanging on a cross. 
Think about it! Without His death, we were lost and without Hope. There wasn’t 
a single thing we could do to change that. But His love (John 3:16), His grace 
(Ephesians 2:8) and His mercy (Ephesians 2:4) have made it possible for us to 
have our sins forgiven and to have a relationship with the One True Living God—
today and forever. And, because HE IS RISEN, we are able to, one day, also be 
resurrected to live eternally with Him. That’s Good News for my today. Yours too?

Come and See - Don’t stop with the astounding blessing that, because He lives, 
we too shall live. David tells us in Psalm 34:8, “O taste and see that the LORD is 
good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!” It’s one thing to read this 
verse in Scripture and another to embrace it thoroughly enough to be able to rest 
in Him and in all His promises…even when life gets tough. Right now–this very 
day–while we wait for Him to return or for us to go to Heaven to be with Him, 
we can COME to Him and take refuge. We can SEE that His sovereignty is over 
all our circumstances. We can know that His presence is available to us as we face 
life’s challenges.

Go and Tell - When we begin to absorb the blessings of all we have in Christ, 
something else happens. We see people from God’s perspective. Especially when 
we see people facing difficult times, we just can’t keep the message of Hope in our 
Savior and Lord to ourselves. We must GO AND TELL. 

He is Risen -Come and See -Go and Tell
By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

H*VMI is blessed to be in a position of meeting many individuals and families who need to know that HE IS 
RISEN. We love to invite them to COME AND SEE. Thank you for joining us as we GO AND TELL.
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Property Update –What’s Next?
By Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Executive Director

When is the last time that you were on a roller 
coaster? I am a big fan of the thrill of the ups and 

downs and the sinking feeling in my stomach when the car 
I’m in gets to the top of the hill and we’re about to drop 
hundreds of feet at speeds no human should travel. 

If you’d ask me today, “When was the last time you were 
on a roller coaster?” I would tell you that I’ve been on one 
for the last year and a half. This coaster has had lots of ups 
and downs and unexpected twists and turns. This has been 
the roller coaster ride toward securing an H*VMI Ministry 
Center property. God has been in control of it all, so it 
really has been a very fun ride so far. The ride isn’t over. In 
fact, the most exciting part is ahead. I want to share with 
you what’s happening so, once again, you can pray. 

The postcard you should have received, entitled, “Praise 
the Lord with Us,” mentioned two things that need 
to be resolved prior to H*VMI being able to move 
forward on the golf course property. One of those, Land 
Development, is an ongoing process. What remains in this 
is to show that our plans for building and operating on 
the golf course meet the requirements of the new zoning 
ordinance which was passed unanimously on February 
13th, 2017. Thankfully, we do not expect many issues to 
arise concerning this.

With that in 
mind, the only 
other thing we 
need to resolve 
is the Real Estate 
Tax issue. This 
is the final hurdle before the path is clear to the purchase 
and development of the property. We are working with 
the taxing authorities to establish that H*VMI is exempt 
from these taxes. Unfortunately, this is a complicated 
process. As I write this, we are preparing for meetings and 
presentations that God could use to resolve this issue. We 
need your prayers.

So, “What’s next?” you ask. Once the tax issue is resolved, 
there will be nothing more standing in between us and the 
purchase and development of the golf course property–
except –securing the funds. I write that as though we have 
the funds already promised to us. We don’t; but the One 
who created us, the One Who has been leading us every 
step, the One in Whom we have supreme confidence to 
provide has ALL that is needed. We are not ignorant of 
the enormity of what’s before us. We’re simply trusting our 
God. Stay tuned; and, prayerfully, consider how you might 
partner with us in this project when the time comes. 

Golf Outing
Save the Date!
September 19, 2017
9AM shotgun start

15th Annual Charity 

Golf Outing
Benefiting

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

At one of the top ten public golf courses in PA!

Tanglewood Manor Golf Club 
653 Scotland Road, Quarryville, PA 17566

Cost: $125
Early reservations and questions, contact: 
Steve Wilson at
717.859.4777 or swilson@hvmi.org
Visit hvmi.org to learn more about this event and H*VMI™.
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May 23 Fulltime staff leaves for Camp 
Sankanac (PA) to set up and prepare 
to greet summer staff.

May 24-28 Summer Staff Orientation 

May 29-June 2 Week 1, Camp Sankanac   
(Challenger Adults*)

June 5–9 Week 2, Camp Sankanac    
(Challenger Adults*)

June 10 Malaga Camp Clean-Up Day/ 
Staff moves to Malaga (NJ)  
Volunteers needed!!!

June 12–16 Week 3, Malaga Camp  
(Bible Conference 1*)

June 19–23 Week 4, Malaga Camp  
(Challenger Youth/Adventurers*) 

June 26–30 Week 5, Malaga Camp  
(Conquerors*/Voyagers*) 

July 2–6 Week 6, Malaga Camp  
(Bible Conference 2*) 

July 7 Staff departs for home

2017 Schedule

Here are some ways you can pray for Handi*Camp:
1.  Pray for a servant mind-set for each staff member and that we would 

glorify Him in all that we do. 

2.  Pray for unity among the staff. 

3.  Pray that everyone will stay healthy and that the staff will have the 
stamina to serve well to the end. 

4.  Pray for wisdom for the Handi*Camp leadership team as we make 
decisions, provide guidance and encourage the staff. 

5.  Pray for safety in camp activities and off-camp trips. 

6.  Pray for spiritual growth and open hearts of each camper/guest as they 
hear the Truth of God’s Word presented. Pray for those teaching His 
Word throughout the summer. 

7.  Pray that this summer will make an impact of 
eternal significance on each person involved (staff, 
campers, guests). 

*Challengers: Youth (ages 9-21) and Adults (21+) who have 
moderate or life skills level intellectual or multiple disabilities. 

*Adventurers: Youth (ages 9-15) who have disabilities 
and are at or near their peer level socially, emotionally 
and academically.

*Conquerors: Youth (ages 16-20) who have disabilities 
and are at or near their peer level socially, emotionally 
and academically.

*Voyagers: Young adults (20-34) who have disabilities 
and are at or near their peer level socially, emotionally 
and academically.

*Bible Conference 1: Adults (ages 35+) with physical 
and/or mild intellectual disabilities who need minimal 
support for participation.

*Bible Conference 2: Adults (ages 21+) with physical 
disabilities who are in or have the potential to be in 
college, career and/or independent living situations.



hvmi.org     Page 5Page 4  Summer 2017

From summer 1998 to summer 2005, I 
worked at Handi*Camp, serving first as 

a service staffer and then later as a counselor. 
During the summers I served, I had the 
privilege of ministering to those who, just like 
me, had various challenges. And, I, in turn, was 
blessed by them. What a wonderful experience!

Growing up, I was often teased. Because I did 
not walk or run like my peers, others made fun 
of me. Their words stung. They hurt. And, after 
school, I’d come home crying to my mom. If 
being different meant getting picked on, I didn’t 
want to be different.

You see, I was born with cerebral palsy (CP). 
And, as a result, I walk with a limp and have 
limited mobility along the right side of my body. 
When other children my age were learning how 
to walk, I was scooching across the floor. When 
others were learning how to climb stairs, I was 
scooting up and down them. It wasn’t until age 
2 ½ that I learned to walk.

Soon, physical therapy, leg brace castings and 
adjustments, and orthopedic doctor visits 
became part of my routine. And, they continued 
to be part of my routine as I grew. But, as I grew, 
though I knew these things were all meant 
to help me, I wasn’t fond of them, especially 
physical therapy and getting new leg braces. 
Physical therapists made me do things that I 
either didn’t want to do simply because I was 
stubborn, or I didn’t want to do them because 
those things were just too hard. And, new leg 
braces pinched and hurt.

Over time, I developed a dislike for who I was. 
I didn’t like how my physical challenges were 
causing others to tease me. And, I began to 
wonder why God made me the way He did and 
not like “normal” kids instead.

For several years, I struggled with this matter of 
having CP. At some point early on, I developed 
a love for Psalm 139. (I encourage you to check 

it out! There’s some really neat stuff there!)
And, any time I was feeling sad or angry...or 
even happy and full of joy...I would turn to that 
passage of Scripture. Though I enjoyed the 
whole Psalm, I especially loved verses 13-16: 
“For you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
My frame was not hidden from you when I was 
made in the secret place. When I was woven 
together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw 
my unformed body. All the days ordained for 
me were written in your book before one of them 
came to be.”

However, though I loved that Psalm, and 
memorized it, I wasn’t quite sure I truly believed 
the words...God’s words...on the page. Was I 

really fearfully and wonderfully made? Though I 
could spout off the verse to you, I doubted that 
for a very long time.

And, I honestly cannot tell you a defining 
moment of when I truly embraced those words 
on the page. I think it was less of a defining 
moment and more of an over-the-course-
of-time kind of thing. Regardless of how it 
happened, I became fully convinced that I, with 
my CP challenges, am indeed fearfully and 
wonderfully made.

And, coming to that conclusion when I did, 
embracing who God made me to be, has made 
all the difference. It has changed the way I think 
of myself. I no longer wish I wasn’t different. 
Instead, I thank God that He made me different. 

Having CP has opened doors and given me 
opportunities I would not have otherwise. It 
has changed the way I relate to others. Instead 
of fearing the reactions of others, I welcome 
the questions and enjoy the often funny 
comments from kids. It has given me a greater 
appreciation for the diversity and creativity of 
God all around me. Because of my challenges, 
I can relate to others who have challenges in 
a way that I wouldn’t be able to without the 
CP. And, it has strengthened my faith. Rather 
than doubting His words, I believe them. I 
know He made me in a fearful and wonderful 
way. He is *my* Creator, I *His* masterpiece. 
He is *my* Father, and I *His* child. We are in 
a trust-relationship. And, each day is another 
opportunity to trust Him with each challenge 
I face. 

Friends, perhaps as you read my story, you’ve 
been reflecting on your own struggles and 
challenges. Perhaps you deal with a poor self-
image. Maybe you were involved in a tragic 
accident that left you riddled with physical 
pains and aches as well as emotional scars. Or, 
it could be that your struggles and scars are not 
physical at all. Instead, though you look a-ok 
on the outside, inside you are all torn up and 
bleeding. We all have challenges. And, we also 
have two choices: 1) We can become bitter 
and angry and wish things were different about 
ourselves or our circumstances, or 2) We can 
embrace the challenge, the weakness, and allow 
God to redeem it and our lives for His glory. 
Which one will you choose?

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, but my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about 
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 
in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.

A Voice From Our Past With Encouragement for TODAY
by Tabitha Pfitzenmeyer, former Handi*Camp Staff Member

LETTING GO:  
Rugged Love For Wayward Souls
 by Dave Harvey and Paul Gilbert with a forward by Paul Tripp

What do you do 
when someone 

you love leaves? And 
how do you pursue 
someone who has 
hurt you or who has 
sinned against you?  
In LETTING GO, 
Pastors Dave Harvey 
and Paul Gilbert share 
stories of pain as well 
as stories of Hope as 
they reveal how to care 
for the prodigal who 
has strayed. Whether 
you are dealing with 
an unfaithful marriage partner, a rebellious child, or a 
wayward friend, the counsel they offer will help you to 
pursue a Gospel-rooted approach, grounded in Truth and 
practiced in the midst of Christian community. 

While each situation is unique, most stories deal with 
common themes of shame, guilt, confusion, uncertainty, 
and struggle. You will understand the spiritual dynamics 
at work in the heart of the prodigal and how you as 
a family member, spouse, friend, or church leader 
can best relate to them in love. You will learn how to 
practice “redemptive release” through confrontation and 
discipline as well as how to forgive the person who has 
hurt you through a process of reconciliation. For those 
in a time of waiting and wondering if their loved one will 
ever return home, there is a reminder of the Hope of the 
Gospel and the necessity of depending upon the Holy 
Spirit through prayer. 

This is a must-have resource for every Believer struggling 
to love the prodigal back home again. It is ideal for parents 
and siblings, counselors, pastors, and those ministering to 
hurting families and churches.

Book Report 
by Judy Edinger, REST Ministries Associate
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Choosing a Card…
for someone who is going  
through a difficult time

Most cards talk about finding peace 
in the future and Christian cards 

talk about God’s involvement in this. Hope 
and peace are there at our Father’s Hand; 
but, they are illusive to a hurting person. 
Choose words for a card that address the 
present anguish. People need to see that 
you recognize that TODAY is difficult. You 
may need to purchase a blank card and fill 
in the words yourself.

Remember, when you send a card, be sure 
to include a personal note. If the card is 
to acknowledge the death of someone, it 
is good to include an anecdote about the 
person or even a picture.

Keep sending cards and notes long after 
the immediate crisis! Even years down 
the road, it means so much to the hurting 
person to see that someone remembers 
them on a day that might be especially hard.

Some suggestions for wording that would 
be helpful, acknowledging the hurt and 
reminding of your care include:

“I wish there was something I could do or say to 
take away your hurt.”

“I just want you to know that I hurt with you.”

“I know this is a difficult time for you. I really care.”

“It must be hard to understand–I don’t 
understand either; but, I love you.”

“You are in my thoughts and heart.”

“I’m praying for you today–and tomorrow, too.”

“To let you know I care.”

“If you ever need someone to talk to, please know 
I’m here and my heart will listen.”

“I wish I could do or say something to ease your 
hurt. Please know that my heart and prayers are 
with you during this difficult time.”
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Stress/Anxiety – Where’s The Peace?
By Cathi Myers, Minds Renewed, Director

In our busy world, all of us deal with pressures and stress. Stress most definitely adversely affects our 
bodies, our minds and our spirits. Although, a variety of factors contribute to anxiety and anxiety 

disorders, stress is often a cause.

Following are some practical tips to deal with stress:
1. Exercise – Find ways to make exercising fun. You can 

exercise with a friend and/or with music you enjoy.

2. Eat Well – Eating moderate sized, healthy meals 
provides your body and mind with the fuel it needs 
to deal with stress. Overeating or eating unhealthy 
snacks and foods can cause serious health problems 
which lead to stress.

3. Deep Breathing – Just stopping and taking a few 
deep breaths can reduce your feelings of stress 
immediately.

4. Relax your muscles by enjoying a hot shower/bath, 
stretching, getting a good night’s sleep…

5. Plan margins between each of your tasks/events. Then you have a 
little extra time if a task runs a little long, traffic is slow…

6. Take a break to help your mind relax and to renew your concentration.

7. Identify, reduce and, if possible, eliminate your sources of stress. 
Keeping a journal may help.

8. Go easy on yourself by accepting that you can’t control everything 
or do things perfectly.

9. Talk/journal about your problems.

10. Make time for fun/laughter/hobbies.

You can learn more about how to deal with STRESS and ANXIETY,  
and how to find PEACE in the midst of it, if you can plan to attend: 

The 9th Annual

National Day of Prayer
for Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding 

Thursday, October 12, 2017, 7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Calvary Church, Lancaster PA 17601

Our speakers, Dr. Karla Campanella, M.D. and Dr. Jennifer Hailey, Psy.D., M.A. Th.  
will address how to deal with STRESS and ANXIETY physically, mentally, emotionally  

and spiritually – and – how to find PEACE. 

To register, visit hvmi.org/upcoming-events; or call 717.859.4777.
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Handi*Vangelism 
Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry Departments
BASIS

Ministering to parents who have experienced the loss 
of a child through a support system of personal contact, 
newsletters, support groups and other activities; and 
support for children in coping with the loss of a loved one. 

Disability Ministries  
Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training

Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and 
recreational opportunities for people with disabilities 
through year-round programs and summer camp; 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through 
resources, special events and group meetings; and training 
individuals and churches to better understand and meet 
the needs of people with disabilities and their families 
through seminars and awareness events.

International
Ministering in Ghana, West Africa and training nationals 
throughout the world as they develop ministry outreaches 
to people with special needs and life challenges.

Minds Renewed
Helping people renew their minds in God’s Word, 
with spiritual support and encouragement for people 
addressing mental health issues personally or with a 
loved one.

REST Ministries 
Offering hope to the hurting, abused and addicted in the 
church and in the community.

Seminars 
Training Christian workers and lay people seeking to 
serve, and encouragement for those dealing with a wide 
variety of issues including: grief and loss; mental health; 
abuse and restoration; divorce; and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries 
Bringing the Gospel and Christ’s love to the elderly through 
visitation and Bible Studies.

Increase is published quarterly.  Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  Design:  Claire Krout

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

Ahead for H*VMI
 May 23-July 7 Handi*Camp  
  (See complete schedule on page 3.)

 August 5 BASIS Picnic  
  Akron PA

 August 7 Minds Renewed Picnic  
  Lancaster PA

 August 19 Disability Ministries Picnic  
  (Handi*Camp, Bible Club, PIP Families) 
  Akron PA

 September 19 H*VMI Golf Outing  
  Quarryville PA

 September 29-30 H*VMI Board of Directors Meeting 

 October 12 National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness  
  Recovery and Understanding  
  Calvary Church, Lancaster PA

 October 14 H*VMI PA Banquet  
  Yoder’s, New Holland PA

Visit our website or call our office for additional information.

hvmi.org   •   717.859.4777

Online Opportunities 
Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the 
ministry of a designated missionary. Shop by 
going through links on our site and H*VMI will 
get a percentage from your purchases. Look for 
the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

Visit us at hvmi.org or scan this QR code with your smart 
phone and go directly to our website! And keep up with:

• Ministry Events and Dates
• Blogs
• Resources 
• Missionary Information
• New Property Updates




