
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7

Continued on page 2

“Pray for something so big that,  
if it comes to pass, only God can 
get the glory.” My pastor shared those 
words one Sunday at church. He has said it 
often throughout the years. He followed up 
by saying that, throughout the day, we pray 
for many things: prayers to find your keys 
so you can get to work on time; prayers for 
safety as you drive there. Praying constantly, 
praying without ceasing, is exactly what God 
wants from us. Naturally, if we’re obeying 
that precept, we will be asking for those 
practical types of things throughout the day. 
However, we don’t want to lose sight of the 
bigger picture of what God is doing. God 
wants our prayers for all things. He wants 
our thanksgiving. He wants our requests. He 
wants us to pray BIG!

In a previous issue of Increase we talked 
about our busy season, or, rather, seasons. 
Right now, in this busy season, we are 
preparing for camp: recruiting staff, 
processing camper applications and 
planning the program. We also continue 
our Bible clubs and studies, support groups 
and training opportunities. There have 
been speaking engagements and missions’ 
conferences. In all of it there is excitement. 
Excitement to be doing what the Lord called 
H*VMI to do. Make disciples. Spread His 
Gospel. Come alongside hurting people. 
H*VMI has been called to do these things 
through our own programs AND through 
training others to minister in similar ways in 
their churches and communities. Sometimes 
in the busyness of life and ministry, we can 
get more detail-oriented and task-focused. 
Pray BIG that we don’t get too focused on 

the details and misplace, temporarily, the 
bigger picture of what God is doing. 

God granted me a time of refocusing recently, 
and the property was in the forefront of my 
thinking. I have been very detail-oriented 
where it’s concerned, for certain. I have 
learned more about the legal, architectural and 
engineering aspects of property acquisition 
and development than I ever cared to know. 
And most likely, as you’ve been reading our 
newsletters, so have you, because we’ve tried 
to keep you apprised of all that is going on. 
We have challenged you to pray BIG; and God 
has delivered, gloriously. But, I want to take a 
minute and refocus us all on the big picture of 
what God is doing. 

The big picture here is the potential to reach 
more people for Christ. Once finished, the 
property will be a completely accessible 
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by Kyle Robinson,  
Executive Director
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place for those facing life’s challenges to hear the Gospel 
and grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. God 
called each of us here at H*VMI for this purpose. God 
has called you here as well. Right where you are, on your 
couch, at your dinner table, sitting behind your desk. God 
connected you with 
us to witness and 
pray and support 
what He is doing 
in the lives of the 
people we serve. 

The next months 
and years are 
going to be filled 
with challenges 
and successes where the property is concerned. We will 
need your prayers. There will be permits to acquire, 
construction details to finalize, funds to raise and 
buildings to build! At the end of it all, I will have no 
trouble looking back and saying, “God did that, all of it, 
every ounce was Him.” My challenge to myself and to you 
is to PRAY BIG! I know many of us have been praying 
fervently for this process. I want to keep doing that and 
more. I want to pray SO BIG that, as my pastor said, “If it 
comes to pass, only God can get the glory.”

Unlike at my church, where we can all sit together and 
pray collectively, the people who pray for and support this 
ministry are literally all over the world. I would love for us 
to unite before the Lord in prayer. Please, upon receiving 

this issue of Increase, and for the months following, go 
before the Lord with us for three things:

1) Pray for approval for our Land Development Plan 
and that God would receive the glory because we 
represent Him well as we make our petition. 

2) Pray for Fundraising for the development of the 
new property; and pray that we receive all future 
funds in a time and manner that precludes the need 
for a loan/mortgage.

3) Praise the Lord for what He has already provided. 

• He identified the property in Akron, PA and 
supplied every dollar needed for its purchase. 

• He has helped us maintain a healthy General 
Fund that provides stability to our programs as 
we begin seeking funds to purchase the property 
and, now, as we approach construction on it. 

• He has allowed us to have a balance in the 
Property Fund that will be available for the 
initial stages of construction. 

• He assembled a group of Christian 
professionals who have been giving their all 
to this project in order to secure the approvals 
necessary for construction. 

Together, you and we serve a very big God Who loves 
to hear us pray. Yes— He loves to hear us PRAY BIG so, 
when what we ask of Him comes to pass, ONLY HE CAN 
GET THE GLORY.

“The big picture here 
is the potential to 
reach more people 

for Christ.” 

Go to hvmi.org and keep up with:
• Blogs
• Resources
• Ministry Events and Dates 
• Missionary Information  
• Property Updates
Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the 
ministry of a designated missionary. Shop by 
going through links on our site and H*VMI will 
get a percentage from your purchases. Look for 
the AmazonSmile, eBay and iGive links.

®®

Pray BIG!—continued from page 1

ONLINE OPPORTUNITIES 
SERVE CHRIST - SERVE OTHERS - SERVE WITH H*VMI! 

Visit our website and click on the GET INVOLVED tab.
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If God is sovereign over all the affairs of life—over the good and bad in life— why should we bother to pray? 
Won’t He just do what He plans anyway? Do our prayers really make a difference? Why not just “let God be 
God” and save ourselves the “trouble” of asking Him about the things that concern us?

From the Seminar, Living with a Sovereign God in a Sour World. Seminar available for presentation by H*VMI.  
More information about this seminar and others is available at hvmi.org/trainingseminars or by calling our office.

Why P ray?
P raye r is the acknowledgement  

of God 's sove reignty 
 and of ou r dependency.

…because God tells us we should.
Proverbs 15:8b
I Thessalonians 5:17
Ephesians 6:18 
Philippians 4:6

…because prayer is the most 
tangible expression of trust  
in God.

Psalm 16:2 
Psalm 34:4 
Psalm 77:1-2 
Psalm 118:5-6

…because we know God hears 
us and is concerned about the 
things that concern us.

Psalm 55:17 
Exodus 2:23-24 
Jeremiah 29:12-14a 
Jonah 2:1-2 
I Peter 5:7

As we pray, as we walk daily 
with the Lord, as our faith 
grows – He is able to conform 
us more and more into His 
image and help us to desire 
those things, and then pray for 
those things, which are within 
the parameters of His will 
rather than our own will.

John 14:13-14 
Psalm 37:4  
Matthew 26:39

As we quiet and humble 
ourselves before God in prayer, 
we have the opportunity to focus 
our attention more upon Him 
than upon our circumstances. 
As a result, we gain a peace 
and understanding about our 
circumstances we would never 
have thought possible.

Psalm 46:10 
Philippians 4:6-7 
2 Samuel 13-23

…because the example is 
given to us throughout God’s 
Word. Men of God prayed 
even when God had already 
revealed what the outcome 
of a certain matter would be. 
Jesus, our Supreme example, 
prayed to the Father, even 
though He, being part of the 
Godhead, knew all things.

Daniel 9:1-3, 17 
Matthew 14:23 
Matthew 26:39, 42, 44

…because it gives us the opportunity to recognize Who God is.
Matthew 6:9-13
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May 22–26 Staff Orientation

May 27–31 Camp Sankanac (PA) - Adult Challengers Session 1 

June 3–7 Camp Sankanac (PA) - Adult Challengers Session 2 

June 10–14 Malaga Camp (NJ) - Adult Challengers Session 3 

June 17–21 Malaga Camp (NJ) - Challenger Children/Youth and Adventurers 

June 24–28 Malaga Camp (NJ) - Conquerors/Voyagers

July 1–5 Malaga Camp (NJ) - Bible Conference Session 1 

July 7–11 Malaga Camp (NJ) - Bible Conference Session 2 

CAMP CLEAN-UP DAYS
Volunteers are needed to help us prepare our campsites for the summer. 
Tasks include cleaning, raking, minor repairs... 

2019 
SCHEDULE

PleaSe PRay:
• For new campers as they experience Handi*Camp for the first time!

• For salvation of any unsaved campers who are in attendance. 

• For campers and staff to grow in the Lord through Bible class, chapel times and  
 other teachable moments!

• For everyone to stay healthy and safe in daily activities and in off-camp trips.

• For our counselors and auxiliary staff to have the energy and stamina to serve  
 well “to the end.”

• For our nurses as they care for the health needs of campers and staff.

• For our cooks as they prepare tasty meals that are a blessing to all!

PENNSYLVANIA CAMP CLEAN-UP DAY
 Location: Camp Sankanac, Pottstown PA
 Date: Wednesday - May 22, 2019
 Time: 10:00AM-11:30AM  
 (lunch provided following)

NEW JERSEY CAMP CLEAN-UP DAY
 Location: Malaga Camp, Newfield NJ
 Date: Saturday - June 8, 2019
 Time: 9:30AM-12:00PM  
 (lunch provided following)

Please RSVP by calling 717.859.4777 or email us: info@hvmi.org
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“Where do you find volunteers to do these work 
projects?” I get asked this question often as 

I share about the amazing work that has been done by 
volunteers on H*VMI’s property. The answer is so fun and 
so like God. We don’t find them, they find us! We have 
had individual volunteers, as well as large church groups. 
Each has come after they reached out to us! Very recently, 
two church groups came to help get us ready for spring 
and summer. They gathered and chopped up branches, 
and even small trees that had fallen throughout the winter. 
They weeded and mulched. We provided pizza and 
beverages for lunch and used the time they were eating to 
talk about the ministry and future property development. 
There was interest from adults and youth to get plugged 
into our ministry in the future. Praise the Lord for His 
provision of all the willing hands, for safety, for all the 
work that was accomplished and even for lots of fun for all. 

PROPERTY UPDATE
By Kyle Robinson, Executive Director (and Property Manager)

Work Days

It’s exciting to have heavy excavation equipment on 
the H*VMI property! We aren’t digging foundations 

just yet, but doing some testing needed for our Land 
Development Plan. The holes you see in the pictures 
were dug in the areas where we plan to direct storm 
water. In each of those locations, the soil was evaluated 
for it's infiltration ability. The results will impact some 
other aspects of the Land Development Plan. This is a big 
step in the process towards getting our plan submitted. 
Please pray for good test results and for the plan to be 
approved—the very last round of approvals—FINALLY. 
Once received—next up will be the main event—
CONSTRUCTION! Watch for more updates concerning 
fundraising and being able to dig those foundations. 

Property Infiltration Testing
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T he world is in turmoil. You can’t have a 
conversation with a friend—or a stranger—that 
doesn’t, at some point, include a statement similar 

to this: “I can’t stand to listen to the news. Every day gets 
worse than the one before it!” It makes a person want to 
stay in bed and pull the covers up over one’s head! 

Believer in Jesus Christ, if that’s how you feel, take heart, 
because God offers Hope in the worst of situations. It’s all 
recorded in His Word. There is a plan for the present and 
there is a promise for your future.

A Plan for the Present
Colossians 3:1-2 “… if you have been raised up with Christ, 
keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth.” In other words, have 
a heavenly perspective on “things” and events! Have a 
Biblical mindset. God is Sovereign and very much in 
control. His plan has been unfolding right on time and 
absolutely perfectly since Day One. He loves you and is 
present with you in the midst of troubling world events and 
the challenging personal events that He either directs or 
permits to enter your life.

A Promise for Your Future
Living in this tumultuous world makes us hungry for what’s 
to come. Jesus told His disciples in John 14:2-3 “In My 
Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, 
I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also.” That’s a promise to count on! Again, at just the right 
time, we will be escorted into the Savior’s arms where we’ll 
be able to rest securely for all eternity! John says it so well 
for those of us who have weary, anxious, hungry hearts: 
Revelation 22:20 “…COME, LORD JESUS.”

Knowing He has a plan, live confidently every day, looking 
into His Word. At the same time, keep your eye on the goal 
—the trustworthy promise He made. These two exercises 
can make living in this world quite manageable. 

How Do We 
Manage?
By Tim Sheetz, Founder and 
Ministry Ambassador

Ministry Update

Our times are in God’s Hands. It was His 
time for Don and for H*VMI’s BASIS 
Ministry to partner together five years 

ago, Don serving so effectively as the Director of 
BASIS. He brought to the ministry his own (and 
his wife, Iris’) broken heart over the death of their 
daughter, Crystal. He allowed God to use his 
experience and grief to minister to many, many 
other bereaved parents. But, now, in God’s time, 
He has placed it on Don’s heart to retire from 
the position of Director of BASIS. His official 
retirement was effective May 4th, following the 
BASIS Annual Breakfast at Yoder’s in New Holland 
PA. The H*VMI staff is sad because it means fewer 
personal opportunities to fellowship with Don here 
in the office and to minister alongside him at BASIS 
events. We know, tho’, that, even in retirement, and, 
as he has said himself, his love for this ministry will 
continue and he’ll be involved whenever he can. 
We know, too, his prayers for H*VMI and BASIS 
will be just as faithful and effective as his “hands 
on” ministries with us have been. As we seek 
God’s person to be the next Director of BASIS, 
Tim Sheetz will step in as interim director; and, 
along with the administrative skills of Christine 
Whiting, Secretarial Ministry Assistant at H*VMI, 
the BASIS ministry will continue to move forward.

Brothers And Sisters In Support  
is a ministry to bereaved parents and their families

“Two are better than one…If one falls down, his 
friend can help him up. But pity the man who 

has no one to help him up!” 
Ecclesiastes 9-10a (NIV)
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New Jersey Banquet Report

April 6, 2019 H*VMI presented their annual South 
Jersey Banquet and Fundraising Event at The 
Grove in Pittsgrove Township NJ, a new venue for 

us. We enjoyed a delicious meal in a room with a view of the 
adjoining golf course. Some of us CONTINUE to dream 
and talk about the assorted mini pastries served for dessert! 
Susan Winterode, friend of H*VMI and stepmother of one 
of our longtime Handi*Campers, was our speaker. Her 
presentation made us laugh—and cry—and think. She was 
delightful! Bevan, Betts and Dalton Greiner from Family 
Christian Inspiration, Inc. in Bala Cynwyd PA provided 
music and, along with Julius (on the right of his "handler," 
Bevan) also blessed us through their ministry! We look 
forward to returning to The Grove for next year's event on 
April 18, 2020. And—stay tuned, North Jersey, friends! We 
are working on something similar in your neighborhood. 
Date and place to be announced.

Join Us!
September 12, 2019

Benefi ting

Handi*Vangelism 
Ministries International™

Tanglewood Manor Golf Club 
653 Scotland Road, Quarryville, PA 17566

Cost: $125

Registration and light fare: 11:30 AM 
with dinner following your round. 
Early reservations, visit our website; 
or contact: Steve Wilson at
717.859.4777 or swilson@hvmi.org

17th Annual Charity

GOLF OUTING

Visit hvmi.org to learn more about this event and H*VMI™.
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Handi*Vangelism Ministries 
International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973
Executive Director:  Kyle Robinson

Ministry Departments 
BASIS 
Ministering to bereaved parents and their families through 
a support system of personal contact, newsletters, support 
groups and other activities. 

Disability Ministries 
Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and 
recreational opportunities for people with disabilities 
through year-round programs and summer camp; 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through 
resources, special events and group meetings; and training 
individuals and churches to better understand and meet 
the needs of people with disabilities and their families 
through seminars and awareness events.

International 
Ministering in Ghana, West Africa and training national 
workers throughout the world as they develop ministry 
outreaches to people with special needs and life challenges.

Minds Renewed
Helping people address mental health issues personally or 
with a loved one.

REST Ministries
Offering hope to the hurting, abused and addicted, in the 
church and in the community.

Seminars
Helping people facing life challenges; and training Christian 
workers on topics such as grief and loss, mental health, 
abuse, divorce and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries
Serving senior citizens and their families.

Increase is published quarterly.   
Editor:  Kathy Sheetz 
Graphic Design:  Claire Krout

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI
PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 
Phone: 717.859.4777    
Email: info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org

             Like us on facebook! facebook.com/handivangelism 

Visit the H*VMI website or call our office  
for event details.

hvmi.org  •  717.859.4777

May 22–July 12 Handi*Camp

May 22 Clean-up Day at Camp Sankanac 
Spring City PA (Volunteers needed!)

June 8 Clean-up Day at Malaga Camp  
Newfield NJ (Volunteers needed!)

August 10 BASIS Picnic  
Akron PA

August 17 Disability Ministries Picnic 
Akron PA (PIP, Bible Club, Handi*Camp)

September 7 BASIS Support Group Facilitators 
Seminar (current and potential leaders)

September 12 Golf Outing Fundraiser 
Tanglewood Manor Golf Club 
Quarryville PA

October 5 Annual PA Ministry Fundraising 
Banquet, Yoder’s Restaurant  
New Holland PA

MONTHLY Bible Clubs: For people with 
developmental disabilities.  
Support Groups: For parents of 
children with disabilities or for  
bereaved parents.

2019 H*VMI  
CALENDAR

Don’t forget to check the hvmi.org website for 
the most recent blog, as well as previous ones. 
Laura Schreiber is an insightful and gifted 

writer who shares helpful information especially for 
people who are challenged by mental health issues. 
(hvmi.org/mental-health-blog)

MINDS 
RENEWED
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All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank you!

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™  •  PO Box 122  •  Akron, PA 17501-0122  •  717.859.4777  •  hvmi.org

s Name

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                                 s Email address 

Method of Payment:  o Cash   o Check  (Please make checks payable to H*VMI.) 

 Credit Card # : _________________________ Exp. Date:  ___   / ___

 o Visa  o MasterCard   o Discover   o AmExpress     

 Name as it appears on card:  ________________________________

 Signature:  __________________________________________

Please send me information about:
o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT)     o Gifts of Stock   
o Planned Giving Opportunities

Please print your contact information below. 

I want to help H*VMI’s General Ministry Fund. These funds enable ALL H*VMI programs to operate and grow.

o  Please accept my/our gift of $ __________________________ .

 


