
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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Tell Me the Story of Jesus    
By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

That’s the name of a song I loved 
to sing as a young child. (Yes, 

we had music way back then!)

Also as a young child, I had a 
dedicated, loving Sunday school 
teacher who so vividly brought 
God’s Word to life each week, 
telling stories about Jesus Who 

was, Himself, the Master Storyteller. Every story Jesus 
told had purpose and meaning. Every story revealed how 
much He loved people (actually laying down His life for 
them). I could see, in every story, that Jesus was in tune 
with the people around Him, listening to each person He 
encountered—listening with a heart full of love—and 
then actively working to meet their physical, emotional 
and spiritual needs. As we traced His footprints together 
in my Sunday school class, my love for Jesus grew.

Those stories about Jesus helped to prepare me for the 
ministry He would eventually lay on my heart and Kathy’s 

nearly fifty years ago now—a ministry of compassion, of 
caring about the challenges and heartaches that people 
encounter in their lives because of the fallen world in 
which we live. And then, He so wonderfully brought 
people to H*VMI who also have the same desire as 
Jesus—to hear the hearts’ cries of individuals and to come 
alongside them to support, encourage and look for ways 
to address those cries. As we listen to the stories of people 
in our camps, support groups and Bible clubs, through the 
mail, over the phone, at meetings over lunch—we have 
the opportunity to share Truth from God’s Word—the 
Truth that reminds us of God’s sovereignty over the affairs 
of our lives; the Truth that shows us that He redeems 
even the most painful circumstances; the Truth that offers 
strength, hope and encouragement. 

We love sharing stories of Jesus; and, stories about how 
He has impacted lives and chosen to do so through this 
ministry. You, dear friend, have a story as well. I pray that 
it includes the realization that God loves you so very much 
and is sovereign over everything that occurs in your life.

Stories From the H*VMI Ministry
H*VMI’s stories are really God’s stories. Here are a few from H*VMI ministry programs.

Disability Ministries
by Tara Kelley, Director

Remember the children’s story of 
Paddington? The old, tattered bear 
that arrived from “deepest, darkest 
Peru?” Our story takes the reverse 
direction. We’re heading TO deepest, 
darkest Peru. Well... sort of! “T&S” 
work with an indigenous organization that teaches job 
skills to people who have disabilities so they can be self-

supporting. They live high in the Andes Mountains with 
little access to assistance. Most people with disabilities 
in this area are hidden away in their homes. “T&S” are 
desirous of providing more Bible teaching to the people 
they serve—students with a wide range of cognitive 
abilities. So... H*VMI sent TO Peru a supply of the Bible 
curriculum materials we developed for people with 
intellectual disabilities. “T&S” will be working to translate 
them into the native language of the people. The “story” of 
God’s Truth is for everyone! Praise Him for the small part 
we have in helping to spread His Word!

Continued on page 2
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BASIS
(With permission, we’re pleased to share the following blog 
with you.) Holly is a bereaved mom. Daughter, Ryleigh, 
who died at seven months, was a twin. Alex, age five, is her 
precious remaining twin son. The following is a Facebook 
post Holly made.

“Today, this cutie made me cry…not tears of sadness, but 
tears of memories. He had an eye lash in his eye, and I got 
it and told him to make a wish... When I asked what he 
wished for, he told me, ‘Mom, I wished that Ryleigh would 
grow as big as me and come back from heaven.’ I cried, 
because I miss her too. I cried, because he thinks of her. I 
cried, because I know she’s with him. And I cried, because 
he misses her regardless of the short time he spent with 
her. I don’t bring her up as much as I should. I don’t talk 
about her enough with Alex. I try not to upset anyone else, 
but it’s times like these that I realize I’m holding too much 
in. I miss her more than all the stars and planets in the sky. 
And I love her as much as I love my boy. What I would 

Continued from page 1

Stories From the H*VMI Ministry
give to make his wish come true. And as I cried, he pulled 
his shirt over his hand and wiped my tears and asked why 
I was sad. I told him I wasn’t. I 
was happy he remembers her, so 
happy that I cried. One may be in 
heaven looking down, but I have 
the best kids! P.S. I’ll take that as 
a sign from you, Ryleigh. Mommy 
loves you to the heavens and back 
a zillion times w.”

Joye Jones, Holly’s grandmother-in-law, a bereaved 
mom herself and a BASIS Support Group Facilitator, 
wrote this on Holly’s Facebook page: “I love, love, love 
every word of this post! What sweet times to share with 
Alex, remembering his sister. I hope you have these 
conversations often enough that she will always be a sweet 
memory for him like she is for you. This is why you need 
BASIS, and BASIS needs you. Everyone there needs to hear 
this story exactly as you told it here.”

Minds Renewed 
by Cathi Myers, Director

Recently, a new woman came to our Minds 
Renewed Support Group. In sharing her 
story of how her daughter-in-law was recently 
diagnosed with a mental illness, she stated, “I 
don’t understand really what happened and 
so far when I have tried to tell other people 
how hard things are in our family right now, no one has 

Extraordinary Give
by Brian Robinson, Coordinator

November 18, 2016 was Extraordinary GIVE day—H*VMI’s 
fourth time participating. We encouraged our friends and 
supporters to “stay up” and donate right after midnight so 
we could win one of the $1000 Early Bird Challenge prizes 
(given to the first ten organizations who receive donations 
from 50 “unique” donors). We encouraged anyone NOT 
wanting to stay up to call in with their info and instructions 
and we would make donations for them. Midnight came and 
four co-workers were fast at work typing in donations (three 
of us here in the office and the fourth at his home in NJ). Our 
final GIVE donor list shows our 50th unique donation was 
made at 12:08:27 A.M.—eight and a half minutes!—that 
was FAST! The four of us submitted 17 of those gifts and 

understood. I don’t even know if I am making 
sense right now!” One member responded “Oh, 
yes, you make sense. We have been where you 
are.” All the rest of the members shook their 
heads in agreement. The new woman then said, 
“Just having you say ‘yes’ and shaking your 
heads that you understand me means so much. 
I wasn’t sure when I came if this was the right 
group for me; but, now I know it is.”

we’re so thankful for 33 others who 
“stayed up” and put us over the 
top so quickly. We were the fourth 
organization to get to 50 and win 
the prize. Another 50+ donations 
were made in that first hour and 
a total of 543 donations by 180 
donors added up to $57,392.75 for H*VMI’s grand total 
over the 24-hour event —that’s $3340 more than in 2015. 
We’ll be receiving about $58,230 when the GIVE funds are 
distributed in mid-January—a wonderful addition to our 
general fund to help us in all our ministry areas! We have 
EXTRAORDINARY DONORS—thanks to each of you 
for your generosity—and for your prayers and support for 
the ministry throughout the year. 



hvmi.org PAGE 3

REST
MINISTRIES

Twilight Senior Ministries 
by Bill Carson, Director

“In the Nick of His Time!” At 98 years young, Ruby was 
still a sharp lady with a spring in her step and a giggle in 
her smile. In her home church, she had done whatever she 
thought God wanted her to do – taught children, served 
on committees, directed ministries, sang in the choir, 
hosted missionaries in her home, adopted children. That all 
changed when congestive heart failure and pneumonia sent 
her to the hospital. When my wife, Debbie, and I visited, 

REST Ministries 
by Judy Edinger, REST Ministries Associate

Two amazing ladies from our Kensington 
(Philadelphia, PA) ministry are Betty 
and Josie. Both have suffered many 
challenges and traumas; but both have 
fully surrendered their lives to Jesus for His healing and 
restoration. Betty now serves on staff for The Lost Coin 
Home, a place where women in crisis can be cared for and 

Property Project
by Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Executive Director

“Hey! (Pointing at my Handi*Camp sweatshirt.) 
Didn’t they buy the golf course in Akron?” I was 
helping out with a local youth basketball team 
as assistant coach, and one of the fathers asked me this 
question. I responded, “Actually, we are in the process of 
acquiring the golf course, yes.” This gentleman’s ears perked 
up, and he asked if I worked there. We entered into some 
brief conversation about the ministry and where we are 
in the process of acquiring Westview Golf Course; but 
the thing that astounded me was that people are talking. 

H*VMI Ghana
by Larry Lamina, Director 

The overall theme of our Christmas Camp 2016 was “What 
is Your Destination?” from Matthew 7:13-14. Bible sessions 
and Chapel hours allowed campers to focus on being heaven-
bound. Camp speakers shared stories, discussions, skills and 
songs relating to the heaven-bound theme. Campers learned 
Scripture songs to help them to “hide God’s Word in their 
hearts.” Praise! We had 256 campers in attendance and out 
of this number, 130 were new campers. Nineteen campers 
confessed to accepting Jesus to be their Savior. One camper, a 
single female teenager, about 16 years old, confessed that she 
was depressed and wanted to die. The camp team and a local 
pastor spent time with her and counseled her. Please, pray that 
she would find peace in Jesus.

At the Kids’ Christmas Party, we had an overflow of 600 
kids from the slums of Accra; 120 residents of Echoing Hills 
Village; over 100 coming from the local community; and 
150 from Haatso community (where H*VMI Ghana has a 
boys’ orphanage). Many of these children were touched and 
challenged to continue attending the Bible Clubs that our 
staff runs weekly for children living on the street.

discipled. Josie just graduated from the one-year program 
at The Lost Coin. She has her own apartment and, in spite 
of numerous health issues, still serves at The Lost Coin 
and related Coffee House. Both of these ladies love telling 
others about Jesus and showing His love and compassion 
to all the women God brings to the ministry. Our goal is to 
build relationships and to encourage women to make godly 
choices and seek God’s restoration for the brokenness in 
their lives.

I asked Ruby, “How do you think a 
person can get into heaven?” Ruby was 
quick to reply, “By doing good works.” 
I then asked, “If good works is enough 
to get you into heaven, why did Jesus 
have to die?” Ruby shook her head 
saying, “I always wondered about that.” As Debbie prayed, 
I shared, and a wayward lamb was brought back into the 
fold! Then Ruby excitedly declared, “Now, I can die. I am 
no longer afraid.” The next day, Ruby peacefully entered her 
Savior’s presence.

People who have never before heard the name, 
H*VMI, are talking about us. In this H*VMI story, 
we’re all wondering about the end of the chapter 
entitled, “ZONING.” It is full of surprise twists 
and a very interesting cast of characters. We have 

perceived this step as a significant challenge in the pursuit 
of a permanent ministry center; but God is bigger than any 
earthly challenge, and He is using the time spent in this very 
publicized process to spread the word about H*VMI around 
Lancaster County. There are still many chapters to be 
written in the story of the H*VMI Ministry Center Property; 
but be sure that people are watching, and God is working. 
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Here-to-Fore Little Known Stories About  
H*VMI Family Members!
We asked each member of the H*VMI Family of missionaries and ministry staff to share something fun/
interesting about themselves and then to share a prayer request. Hope you’ll enjoy getting to know something 
you didn’t know about each of us; and then be willing to invest in us personally by lifting our prayer requests 
before the Father.

Don Allison  
Director, BASIS 

Iris and I were able to spend our honeymoon on one 
of the islands… just happened to be an island on 
Flying Pond in Maine. There were no buildings, but 
we had a tent. We spent two wonderful days and 

nights in a beautiful, secluded, romantic setting. How did we get to 
the island? We swam, of course. Just kidding. We had a motor boat 
to use. One evening, we decided to go to shore and get some water 
and an ice cream cone. We had no problem going, but when we 
came back it was dark. We got in the boat, and Iris held the lantern 
as I started the boat.  The lantern was blinding me so I was trying 
calmly to tell her to lower the lantern over the side of the boat. But 
she was telling me I was going the wrong way. So we had our first 
“discussion.” As it turned out, I was right. Iris wrote in her diary, “I 
don’t ever remember being so scared in all my life. Don found the 
way back O.K. I was never so glad to be back on land. I love my 
husband.” We have been married fifty-four years and would you 
believe, from that time until now, Iris has never, ever questioned my 
leadership. She just knows I am always right!??? 

Please pray that each of our six BASIS support groups will 
continue to provide encouragement, comfort and support to more 
bereaved parents.

Mark Amey  
Disability Ministries Assistant; 
Assistant Handi*Camp Director

I proposed to my wife of nearly 
33 years in the apartment of one 

of her girlfriends in Kenya, Africa, where we were 
both missionaries.

Please pray for Kyle (Robinson) and me as we 
travel to various college campuses to recruit 
summer staff for Handi*Camp for the summer of 
2017. Pray for a good response from the students 
and for just the right people to join us for camp.

Bill and Deb Carson  
Directors, Twilight 
Senior Ministries

Deb met Bill at his 
surprise birthday party on February 
21, 1966; and he has been enjoying 
the surprise ever since.

Please pray that we would be 
sensitive to our own limitations, yet 
truly responsive to those in need.

Philip Darko 
H*VMI Ghana 
Ministry Assistant

1. I love traveling. 
2. I love eating 

grasscutter (groundhog) soup 
with any dish served. 3. I hate 
snow, not just because it always 
makes me cold but because it 
also makes my nose run. 4. I can 
carry stuff on my head without 
holding it and can walk for miles 
without having it fall off my head.

Please ask God to use our 
programmes to open the eyes 
of those who participate to 
recognize their Heavenly Father. 
Pray especially that the Gospel 
would truly bring hope and the 
knowledge of Jesus to many.
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Judy Edinger  
REST Ministries Assistant

I love baseball and used to be a catcher for a Philadelphia women’s fast-pitch baseball team. 

Please pray that I would continue to deepen my relationship with Christ and share Him with  
all who He brings into my life. 

Jackie England 
Director, REST 
Ministries

Before I became a 
full time missionary with H*VMI, 
my husband and I managed a 
dairy farm. Yes, I milked cows, 
fed calves, delivered calves 
and learned to drive heavy 
equipment! (Although I still can’t 
back up a tandem rig.)

Please pray that God would raise 
up others to partner with REST 
Ministries in reaching out to those 
who are hurting.

Nancy Ice 
Finance Assistant; Receptionist

I’ve had a love affair with books since I 
was at least three years old; so needless 
to say, reading is my favorite past-time. 

In 1998 I decided to keep a list of all the books I read 
during that year, and I have continued keeping such a 
list. In the last 10 years I have read 335 books–43 in 
2016—which really is not that many since voracious 
readers read at least twice that number. I do not have 
one author that I rate as my #1 favorite, but several who 
are at the top of my list.

Please pray for open hearts and minds relative to the 
acceptance of Jesus Christ in the lives of unsaved 
family members.

Tara Kelley

Director, Disability 
Ministries

I attended nine different 
schools by the time I graduated high 
school; and moved 13 times. 

Please pray for God to guard the 
open doors we have to teach His 
Word in secular facilities. As the 
world changes, we don’t want to 
takes these opportunities for granted. 

Claire Krout  
Graphic Artist

I am so thankful for how the Lord prepared 
me to use my gifts for H*VMI. One of 
those ways was to receive my BFA from 

Tyler School of Art (Temple University), with a major in 
Metals/Jewelry. After graduating, I made custom jewelry 
and worked part-time in a florist shop. When that florist 
shop went out of business, I was given the opportunity 
to open my own floral and gift shop with a friend of mine. 
That business was not successful, and the Lord led me 
to work for two mission agencies (Biblical Ministries 
Worldwide and Bible Christian Union) and a large printing 
company. During those years, I was able to apply the 
graphic design training I had in college. Which brings 
me to my ministry at H*VMI. My approach to design has 
always been that the design should not take away from 
the message, but enhance it. 

Please pray with me as I approach each project with this 
in mind and that readers will embrace the mission and 
vision of H*VMI.

(continued on page 6)
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Larry Lamina 
Director, H*VMI Ghana

How to prepare Fufu and 
Grasscutter (Groundhog) Soup.  
My favourite food.

Ingredients: Cassava & Plantain– mixed together 
with water.

1. Put into saucepan, cover with water, boil until 
soft and allow to cool after straining off water.

2. Put the cooked vegetable into a mortar, little 
at a time and with the cut side of vegetable 
uppermost. When all has been beaten a little, 
return it to the mortar and beat until soft and free 
from lumps. 

3. Shape into balls and serve in warm dish with 
Grasscutter Vegetable soup. 

I miss this food anytime I travel overseas. 
Especially when I am driving on the roads of 
the USA and the groundhog runs in front of me 
to cross the road, it’s tempting. I say to myself, 
“These grasscutters are fortunate to live in the US. 
Praise God............” Grasscutter/Groundhog is very 
expensive meat in Ghana and people travel miles 
just to buy Grasscutter Soup and Fufu, the most 
popular stable in Ghana. Just seeing them whets 
my appetite and brings good feelings to my mind. I 
invite friends to try this meal anytime you visit. 

Please continue to pray for all who attended our 
camps last year - for spiritual growth, provision 
of their physical needs, education and wisdom 
in living a holy and acceptable life to the Lord. 
Continue to pray for God’s protection of our staff, 
residents and all our missionaries’ families.

(continued from page 5) Here-To-Fore Little Known Stories About H*VMI Family Members!

Dee Lindsey  
BASIS and Disability Ministries Assistant

I am a twin - and I love being a twin.  

Please pray for wisdom, 
understanding and compassion as I walk beside 
bereaved parents and point them to the God of  
all comfort.

Meghan Love  
Associate Missionary

I was a Radio DJ for four 
years in college. We played a 
mixture of Christian and Indie 

Rock music (odd combination). It is one of 
the things I miss most about college. 

Please pray for the Associate Missionary/
support raising process. God has been 
faithful, but please pray for a renewed focus 
in the new year!

Cathi Myers  
Director, Minds Renewed

Doug’s and my favorite vacations 
are those where we can spend 
time with each other outside in 

God’s beautiful creation. Because our wedding 
anniversary is in October, we love to hike at that 
time to enjoy the colorful autumn leaves.

Please pray for Minds Renewed members 
dealing with difficult issues; and please pray 
for our committee as we plan for our 9th annual 
event for the National Day of Prayer for Mental 
Illness Recovery and Understanding.

Brian Robinson  
Office Manager; Assistant 
Handi*Camp Director

Our family moved into a ranch 
home in late September and 

quickly jumped into a basement renovation 
project, helping contractors with carpentry, 
insulating, painting, floor installing – in addition 
to “choosing” doors, windows, colors, cabinets, 
counters, on and on! We’ve learned lots!   

Please pray for good time management as 
lots of paperwork comes in and goes out for 
processing for Handi*Camp - staff applications 
and camper registrations.
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Kyle Robinson  
Assistant to the Executive Director

I took several years of Judo in 
elementary and middle school.

Izzy Shaw  
Associate Missionary

I have lived in eleven states.  

Please pray that I can be focused 
and organized while handling ministry 
and school (ack!).

Leah Robinson  
Handi*Camp Head Nurse

I was a bass player in a garage band and during  
high school. 

Please pray for our family as Leah and I begin the busy time of Handi*Camp preparation. The next 
months will be filled with recruiting trips and camp program planning for me; and Leah will be busy with 
application processing and healthcare preparation. 

Tim Stow  
Associate Missionary

I did two years of fencing in university. 

Please pray that I will find a church to be involved 
in once I relocate up North. (Editor’s Note: Tim just 
finished his degree at Liberty University.)

Tim Sheetz  
Executive Director

As a Private First Class in the Army, I 
was asked to drive a Lieutenant Colonel 
to a blood drive on the base. While I 

was there, I “attempted” to give blood myself. When 
one vein collapsed, the tech kept trying others with 
the same result until I passed out (without donating 
successfully). It ended up that the Lieutenant Colonel 
had to drive me back to my barracks. This drew lots of 
puzzled looks as passersby on the base wondered how 
it was that a high-ranking officer would be chauffeuring 
a lowly PFC!!!

Please pray as Kyle Robinson and I continue to work 
through the leadership transition process. I’m so 
thankful for the love he has for the Lord and for the gifts 
and abilities God has placed within him that will help 
take H*VMI to the next level. 

Kathy Sheetz  
Executive Secretary

I’m married to a man who likes to be prompt for 
everything – if not early! He should have given 
pause about marrying me when I was actually 
twenty minutes late for our wedding fifty-two 
years ago!

Please pray that God will continue to 
give strength to be the wife, mother, Oma 
(grandmother) and part of the H*VMI team that I 
so long to be.

(continued on page 8)

Editor’s note: Tim and Izzy Shaw became engaged over the Christmas holiday!!! Congratulations to another Handi*Camp 
match. We’re looking forward to having them continue the path to becoming H*VMI full-time missionaries.
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Christine Whiting  
Secretarial Ministry Assistant

Something most people don’t know about me is that when I’m cold, my left big toenail turns 
blue/purple. It’s toe-tally the truth!

Please pray for Alex and me as we determine the Lord’s will for us in 2017. Provided he 
continues to pass each test, Alex will be starting Academy for PA State Trooper in September of 2017. 
Each step brings good news, but continued waiting. Pray for wisdom as we look at jobs/finances until that 
time. Pray for patience as we trust that the Lord has much to teach us both in this transition period!

Steve Wilson  
Chief Financial Officer

One of the fun things I do is share 
the Gospel. I work with a gentleman 

every Friday night sharing the Gospel in 
Lancaster City. We use the bracelets with five 
different colored beads.  During the summer 
we set up a tent at various church block parties 
in difficult neighborhoods in Harrisburg and 
York. We have the privilege to pray with many 
to receive Christ. Here are a few instances that 
stand out. On one occasion I shared with four 
young teens in York. After we share the Gospel, 
we always ask, “Are you 100% certain you will 
go to heaven when you die?” Two of them were 
hesitant and said, “Yes.” So I challenged them to 
share with me how to go to heaven. One of them 
said, “Don’t shoot anybody!” This comment 
reflects the mindset that these kids grow up with.  
In Harrisburg, a young lady told me that she 
was robbed in 2015. She asked the guy to return 
the money. He reached into his pocket and 
pulled out a gun. He shot at her and her younger 
brother jumped in front of her, took the bullet and 

died. She was wearing a t-shirt with his picture 
on it, grieving his loss. The best I could do at 
that moment was pray for her. This happened 
about a block from where we were sharing.  After 
I shared the Gospel with another young lady, 
I asked her if she deals with anxiety. She said, 
“Yes.” I told her, “Jesus was perfect peace. If we 
have the Holy Spirit living inside of us, we can 
be at perfect peace as well.” She asked, “Did the 
serpent who tempted Eve have legs before the 
fall?” It was like a switch went off in her head. 
She was challenged with the peace of Christ 
and changed the subject. I asked rhetorically, 
“Where did that come from?” She hurriedly 
walked across the field and asked the host 
pastor. About 15 minutes later she walked back 
toward us with someone, still talking about the 
serpent. The enemy uses diversionary tactics to 
shift the focus of the message. It is a privilege to 
serve in the Kingdom of God both here at H*VMI 
as well as on the streets! 

Please pray that we all experience a fruitful new 
year and that my unsaved family members will 
see Jesus as their Savior! 

We are thankful for all of you who support and pray for us!

(continued from page 7) Here-To-Fore Little Known Stories About H*VMI Family Members!
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How Do YOU Spell Camp?
by Tara Kelley, Director

Gerri just called. She told me she can’t wait to come back to camp this year! She reminisced about the 
times she had with her counselor who “made the most fun out of everything we did, even the little 

things”—and how she “sat on the floor next to my bed and prayed with me every night.” Gerri—and more 
than 100 other campers, Lord willing, will be returning to Handi*Camp this summer. Please help us make 
their time a fun—memorable—growing in the Lord—time! Join us at “C-A-M-P” by partnering with us in 
one of the following ways:

CONTACTS. Please send us prospective CAMPER CONTACTS—a child, teen 
or adult with a disability who might be interested in applying to come to camp this 
summer. Send us potential STAFF CONTACTS—committed Believers who are 
looking to serve the Lord! We need Counselors, Service Staff, Nurses, Bible Teachers, 
Program Assistants, Lifeguards and Kitchen Helpers. Maybe YOU would be willing 
to fill a need yourself! If you only have a day or two to spare, then maybe you can 
be one of our CLEAN UP DAY CONTACTS! Join us for a camp clean-up day on 
Wednesday, May 24 (PA) or Saturday, June 10 (NJ). Bring brooms, mops, Lysol…and 
help us make camp sparkle for those who will be attending! 

ACQUIRING STUFF. If you (or people you know) like to shop and want to help 
camp, please rally folks and COLLECT SUPPLIES! Contact us for a complete 
list of things that are needed. OR—you can send us a GIFT CARD to ShopRite or 
Walmart, and you will help us keep expenses down as we purchase needed food  
and program supplies.    

MONETARY GIFTS. We try to keep fees reasonable for those who want to attend 
camp, but that leaves a “gap” in our budget. It is also our policy to not turn participants 
away due to their inability to pay. Camperships are needed for those who have a specific 
financial need. We anticipate needing about $34,000 in DONATIONS over and above 
what we receive in camper/guest fees to meet this year’s expenses. You can partner with 
us by sending a one-time gift. Or, perhaps you are able to become a monthly or quarterly 
supporter of the ministry. 

PRAYER PARTNERS. Commit to praying for a camper or guest by name during 
his or her time at camp. Sign up to become a prayer partner. We will match you with 
someone attending camp and send you specific information so you know how to PRAY. 
Following camp, you will receive a special note with an update about the week! 

If you are able to be a long-distance or hands-on helper at “C-A-M-P” this year, please 
use the response coupon in this issue or email brobinson@hvmi.org. Being a partner in any 
of these ways will make a difference in Gerri’s life… and in the lives of ALL our campers 
and guests. THANK YOU!
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Banquets, etc. aka  
H*VMI’s Fundraising Events

H*VMI has four fundraising events each year. We thank the Lord for so many of you who 
participate in one, some or all of them, helping us to inject into H*VMI’s accounts monies 

needed for the expenses incurred in ministering to people through H*VMI program areas. As a 
matter of fact, the overall ministry’s annual expenses have reached nearly $700,000, no easy “chunk 
of change” for us to acquire—apart from you—apart from God! 

BANQUETS: We love it that so many of you attend our 
annual banquets, enjoy the food, fellowship, entertainment 
and ministry reports and also provide very helpful donations 
to the ministry of H*VMI. We have two banquets, one in NJ in 
April (the invitation probably dropped out on your lap as you 
opened this issue of Increase); and one in PA each October, 
this year on October 14, 2017. At this year’s banquets, you’ll 
be hearing more “stories” from H*VMI and how our ministries 
have impacted the lives of people. 

GOLF OUTING: In September we have our annual Golf 
Outing. Stay tuned for information, and please save the date—
September 19, 2017! We’re excited to be relocating the event 
to Tanglewood Golf Club in Quarryville, PA. Tanglewood is 
noted to be “One of the Top 10 Public Golf Courses in PA.” A 
day of golfing with others interested in H*VMI ministries is a 
wonderful way to enjoy the sport, God’s creation, good food 
and fellowship–and to provide funds for H*VMI.

EXTRAORDINARY GIVE: You may remember that we 
participated in Lancaster County Community Foundation’s 
Extraordinary Give program. You can read about this past year’s 
success in raising funds for H*VMI in this issue of Increase. 
WHAT A BLESSING to us to discover that so many of you 
enter into the Extraordinary Give program in behalf of H*VMI.

We’re thankful—more than words can express—to all of you who support this ministry through your 
prayers; your words of encouragement; reading our publications; giving faithful monthly, quarterly 
and annual donations and participating in our specific fundraising events. God has grown and 
sustained this ministry for 44 amazing years because so many of you share so graciously and generously!
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BASIS Support Group meetings for bereaved parents
Akron, PA ............................3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM (Sept-May)
Aldan, PA ............................3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Lavelle, PA ..........................3rd Sunday, 1:00 PM (Sept-May)
Lebanon, PA ......................1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM (Sept-May)
Williamstown, NJ ...............2nd Friday, 7:00 PM (Sept-May)
Lakeland, FL ......................4th Monday, 2:00 PM

Minds Renewed Support Group meetings concerning mental health issues
Lancaster, PA ..................... 3rd Monday, 7:00 PM

Minds Renewed Coffee Hour
Lancaster, PA ..................... 1st Wednesday, 10:00 AM

Bible Clubs open to all with special needs
Lancaster Bible Club and Study

Akron, PA ............................ 1st Thursday, 6:15-8:00 PM (Oct-April)

South Jersey Bible Club and Study
Collingswood, NJ............. 3rd Thursday, 7:15-9:00 PM (Sept-May)
 (Optional Parent Support Group runs simultaneously.)

PIP (Parents In Progress) Support Group meetings for parents of children with disabilities
South Jersey

Collingswood, NJ............. 3rd Thursday, 7:30 PM (Sept.-May)
 (Bible Club program available during meeting time for children, teens   
 and adults with a disability.) 

Lancaster County
 Akron, PA ........................................  2nd Monday, 7:00 PM (Sept-May)

March 17-19 ....................Handi*Camp Mid-Winter Retreat, Spring City PA   
March 31-April 1 ...........H*VMI Board of Directors’ Meeting, Ephrata PA
April 22 ..............................NJ Banquet Fundraiser, Voorhees NJ
May 6  .................................BASIS Breakfast, Aldan PA
May 24 ...............................Handi*Camp Orientatio n
May 29 ...............................Handi*Camp begins
September 19 .................Golf Outing Fundraiser, Tanglewood Golf Course, Quarryville PA
October 12 .......................National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding, Lancaster PA
October 14 .......................PA Banquet Fundraiser, New Holland PA

H*VMI CALENDAR 2017
Please call our office for additional information. 

717.859.4777

Upcoming Events

Support Group Meetings & Bible Clubs 
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Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Increase is published quarterly.  Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  Design:  Claire Krout

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

Online Opportunities 
Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of a designated 
missionary. Shop by going through links on our site and H*VMI will get a 
percentage from your purchases. Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

Visit us at hvmi.org and keep up with:

• Ministry Events and Dates • Blogs and Resources 
• Missionary Information • New Property Updates

Ministry Departments
BASIS ~ Ministering to parents who have experienced the loss of a child through 
a support system of personal contact, newsletters, support groups and other 
activities; and support for children in coping with the loss of a loved one. 

Disability Ministries ~ Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and recreational opportunities 
for people with disabilities through year-round programs and summer camp; 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through resources, special 
events and group meetings; and training individuals and churches to better 
understand and meet the needs of people with disabilities and their families 
through seminars and awareness events.

International ~ Ministering in Ghana, West Africa and training nationals 
throughout the world as they develop ministry outreaches to people with 
special needs and life challenges.

Minds Renewed ~ Helping people renew their minds in God’s Word, with 
spiritual support and encouragement for people addressing mental health 
issues personally or with a loved one.

REST Ministries ~ Offering hope to the hurting, abused and addicted in 
the church and in the community.

Seminars ~ Training Christian workers and lay people seeking to serve, and 
encouragement for those dealing with a wide variety of issues including: 
grief and loss; mental health; abuse and restoration; divorce; and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries ~ Bringing the Gospel and Christ’s love to the 
elderly through visitation and Bible Studies.

H*VMI Mission Statement
H*VMI exists to share the compassion of Christ by walking alongside 
individuals facing life’s challenges and equipping others to do the same.

H*VMI Vision Statement
H*VMI provides support, programs, resources and training so the people we 
serve may be included as growing and serving members of the Body of Christ.

s Name

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                              

s Email address 

Please print your contact information below. 

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You!

Method of Payment:  

 o Cash   o Check  (Please make checks payable to H*VMI.) 

 Credit Card # : __________________________________   

 Exp. Date:  ____/_____                  CVV/CVC code ___________

 o Visa   o MasterCard   o Discover   o American Express    

 Name as it appears on card:  __________________________  

 Signature:  ___________________________________

Please send me information about:
o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT)     
o Gifts of Stock   
o Planned Giving Opportunities

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™ 
PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 

Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

I want to help H*VMI tell the 
Story of Jesus

Handi*Camp 2017

q I know a prospective camper or guest.

q I need info about working at H*C–for me or to pass along.

q Send me a list of supply items.   

q Enclosed is a gift card from:  
q Walmart  or  q ShopRite for the amount of $________.

q Sign me up as a Prayer Partner for a camper or guest.
q Tell me more about the camp clean-up days.

q Here’s my $ _______donation to help with camp expenses.
 ($650 Full Campership)

H*VMI General Ministries

o Please accept my/our gift of $  _____________________ .


