
raising him from the grave and all was well once again in 
the life of these siblings. Why did He take His time?

Then, in Mark 8:22–26, a blind man was brought to 
Jesus. Jesus spit on his eyes (cringe) and laid His hands 
on him. Presto! The man was immediately healed. No! 
Wait! That’s NOT what the Scripture says! Scripture tells 
us that, after Jesus spit on his eyes and laid His hands on 
the blind man, Jesus asked him if he could see anything. 
The man’s response was, “I see men, for I am seeing them 
like trees, walking about.” So, AGAIN, Jesus laid His 
hands on him and—at last—he “began to see everything 
clearly.” Jesus could have brought about the blind man’s 
clear sight the first time He laid hands on him. Why did 
He do it twice?

In these situations, is it possible that Jesus, momentarily, 
lost some of His power? Absolutely not. He is, after all— 
GOD! He can do anything, anytime, anyplace, anyhow!!

I believe Jesus was providing a very valuable lesson 
to Mary, Martha, Lazarus, the blind man and all the 
onlookers—and to us—when He chose to meet the 
pressing need, seemingly, one step at a time. The lesson is 
trust. There are times we or those we love need healing, 
or insight (pun not intended), or money, or a problem 
solved. We cry out for resolution, but it doesn’t seem to 
come. Maybe we even feel that we have been abandoned 
by the One Who created us because He is certainly 
powerful and capable enough to provide for our every 
need (and want) right here–right now.

Oh, but He is here; and right now, right in the midst 
of our struggles and needs, He is longing for us to 
trust Him, to trust that He is ALWAYS working in our 
behalf, even when we can’t “see” it, even when His 
apparent inaction doesn’t make sense to us. Immediate 
understanding, immediate healing, immediate solutions 
are great, but, the steps to get there may be even greater. 
It’s all a matter of trust.

ONE STEP AT A TIME
By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

S o many times, when Jesus walked 
this earth, He met a need or solved a 
problem right there on the spot!  

Water into wine. Done. 
Lame man able to walk. Done. 

Demon-possessed set free. Done. 

That’s how we like it, isn’t it?!
Problem? Solved! 
Need? Provided! 

Sickness? Healed!

However, there were times when what seemed to need 
an immediate resolution, something Jesus could quickly 
and easily settle, wasn’t resolved. At least not right away. 
Take the plea Mary and Martha sent via messenger to 
Jesus in John 11:1–44: “Heal our brother, Lazarus.” Jesus 
most certainly could have responded to this plea even 
from a distance. It would be nothing for Him to settle 
this. But, He chose not to do what the sisters asked. And, 
their brother died! Later, He healed Lazarus completely, 
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Over the Christmas season, we enjoyed creating and 
strategically placing a seven foot “JOY” themed 

nativity display in the middle of H*VMI’s newly owned 
property. We placed it where all who passed by could easily 
see it. We wanted passersby to get to know that what will 
take place on this property will be Christ-centered; and we 
wanted them to see that whatever we do there will be done 
with attention to making it attractive for the community. I’d 
like to springboard off of “our” JOY as I update you on the 
property and progress as we move toward it becoming the 
home of the H*VMI Ministry Center.

I recently stumbled on a definition for joy in a devotional 
reading: “Internal contentment regardless of external 
circumstances.” This is certainly different from Merriam-
Webster’s definition: “The emotion evoked by well-being, 
success, or good fortune or by the prospect of possessing 
what one desires.” I am no lexicographer; but I vastly prefer 
the first definition; although, I would tack on a few words 
at the end: “Internal contentment regardless of external 
circumstances…by virtue of God’s plan for our lives.”

We’ve attempted to keep you informed during the time 
leading up to October 24, 2017 and H*VMI owning this 
property. It may have seemed like a very long and tedious 
process. It is true. The various approval processes were 
complex and, at times, difficult; but since our joy does 
not depend on outward circumstances, as we navigated 
these last two years, we were able to be shining lights to 
those with whom we interacted. Now, as we look ahead to 
understand God’s next steps for this enormous project, we 

Keeping Sixteen and a Half Acres Beautiful
Until H*VMI is able to begin construction on our beautiful new property, we desire to keep it in the best condition we 
can as a testimony to the community. How do we get this done? Meet our very capable friend, Gregg Gattuso. Gregg has 
been an outstanding servant and groundskeeper for H*VMI’s new property. He views the land as we do, as a gift from 
God; and he cares for it as such. We are very thankful for Gregg’s excellent work on the property and very excited to see 
what’s ahead for this young man of God. Here’s his testimony:

“My name is Greggory Gattuso. I lived most of my life in New Jersey, moving to Pennsylvania almost 
four years ago. I trusted Christ to forgive my sins when I was young, and I am continuing to grow 
in the knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. I have two older brothers and a younger sister. 
My oldest brother has Spina Bifida. I have been involved with people with disabilities ever since I 
can remember. I have been home schooled since kindergarten. I am now a senior in high school, 
graduating this year. I enjoy working with children, and I have worked at Woodcrest Retreat’s 
Summer Camp, Child Evangelism Fellowship, and Handi*Vangelism Ministries International. I 
especially enjoy working with the H*VMI Bible Clubs. I also enjoy working outside, and I have had 

the opportunity to mow the lawn and do other maintenance jobs at the new H*VMI property in Akron, PA. I look forward to 
serving Christ in the future and seeing what opportunities God will open up for me as I seek His will.”

are certain of 
this: His plans 
are, “to prosper 
[us] and not to 
harm [us], plans to 
give [us] a hope and a 
future.” We are confident in God’s 
leading as we continue to pursue the development of the 
H*VMI Ministry Center. We can rest and find our joy in 
what He shows us. 

We are now in the midst of the Conditional Use Process 
and will begin the Land Development Process in the next 
months. At the end of these two processes, we expect 
to have our building permit. Simultaneously, we will be 
exploring new funding sources for the initial development 
costs. These will include grants, foundations and gifts in 
kind. Once we are further down the road toward having the 
necessary building permits, we will be sharing our financial 
need for the various buildings and other property features. 

We rested in the joy of the Lord and confidently waited 
upon His provision for approvals and for the funds to 
purchase the land. He AMAZINGLY provided! Now we 
will do the same as we step into the development stage. 
The buildings will be costly and the construction will take 
time. Our God is in control and we are confident He will 
see us through this. As you think and pray for H*VMI, 
please praise God for what He has provided and pray with 
confidence that He will show us how He will continue to 
meet our needs.

by Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Executive Director
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Let’s Do Lunch
In November of 2017, less than one month after 
purchasing the land for the new Ministry Center, H*VMI 
hosted our very first event on the property! It was a 
Chicken Barbeque. Scratch that! It was a FREE Chicken 
Barbeque! It turns out that there really is such a thing as 
a free lunch! Providing this lunch was our way of inviting 
the local community to visit the property to celebrate with 
us what God has done for H*VMI, and to see plans for 
future development.

In the weeks prior to the event we peppered the 
community with flyers announcing the Great Chicken 
Barbeque Giveaway! We went door to door to homes in 
Akron that were close to the property. We stopped by local 
emergency service providers (EMS, Fire, Ambulance and 
Police). We visited the Akron Municipal Borough and 
local businesses to tell them about the event. 

Of course, we also had to get the food! We were praying 
diligently about how many chicken dinners to order 
because we had no good way of knowing how many 
people would 
come. We settled 
on 500 dinners. 
We knew this 
was a large 
number; but our 
goal was to give 
generously as 
we had received 
generously. We 
purchased the 
dinners; and we 
were blessed 
by an H*VMI 
supporter, a local business owner, who provided delicious 
authentic Lancaster County whoopie pies for us to add to 
our chicken dinners. 

The day of the event came. We had a team of H*VMI 
missionaries and volunteers at the ready to package and 
give away the dinners. It was quite an assembly line. 

Praise the Lord! The turnout from the community was 
amazing! In attendance were several local officials, three 
Ephrata EMT crews, one Akron Police officer, local 
pastors, three H*VMI Board Members, old friends, 
neighbors of the property, ministry contacts, H*VMI 

retired missionaries and some passersby who saw our sign 
at the property entrance. At the day’s end we had given 
away about 300 full dinners. All who came were excited 
and thankful for the free meal. There were several people 
who had questions about what we were doing and left 
excited about H*VMI’s future presence in the area. 

After all was said and done, the volunteers, who had 
distributed food and talked with guests for three hours, 
gathered together at picnic tables to celebrate a successful 
day by eating some good barbeque. The meal was worth 
the wait! 

We had a “problem”— leftover chicken. We knew ahead 
of time that this could be a possibility so we had made 
plans! We had called a local shelter to see if they were 
interested in any leftover dinners. They were. On the day 
of the barbeque, I made a call to them around 2 PM to tell 
them I would be coming with food. They were so excited 
to know that several portions of half chicken, potatoes and 
rolls were on their way. I called again at 3:30 PM as I was 

driving to the shelter. I was informed 
that, because of the 2 PM call, the 
kitchen director held off their dinner 
plans and now planned to serve our 
barbeque chicken to the homeless 
men to whom they minister. I arrived 
at the shelter and was met by a team 
of Believers, including the kitchen 
director, who were so grateful and 
excited. As we unloaded, I heard the 
director say to her volunteers and staff, 
“Hey! Remember, earlier today, we 
were talking about the freezers getting 
empty. Well, God took care of that, 

didn’t He?!” After all was unloaded, sorted and panned 
up for serving and for freezing, H*VMI’s donation would 
provide more than ten meals a piece for each man at this 
shelter. The kitchen director gave me a tour of the facility.  
I met the staff and we prayed together. 

As I left, I had tears in my eyes, realizing that God had so 
perfectly assembled all the plans for this first event on the 
H*VMI property to uniquely introduce H*VMI to the 
local community and to provide food for so many needy 
people. Above all, He enabled us to be a part of bringing 
honor and glory to Himself! We serve an amazing God! 

“We’ve got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy”... down on the property!
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We come to 
you at the 

beginning of a new 
year with gratitude 
in our hearts for each 
and everyone involved 
in helping to keep our 
work alive. 

Each camp day 
commenced with a morning devotion done in Sign 
Language. This is followed by breakfast. Our staff sat 
with different campers at each meal to enable us to talk 
about lessons and try to answer some of the issues they 
did not understand. After breakfast, we assembled in 
the Chapel Hall 
for fellowship, 
led by one of the 
Deaf counselors. 
Following this 
was a snack break 
and various 
small group 
studies. The 
camp lessons answer these two important questions: 
What Did Jesus Teach?—using some of Jesus parables 
to explain what it means to be a follower of Christ; 
and Why Did Jesus Come?—telling the revelation 
surrounding Christ’s, birth, death, burial and 
resurrection. Pray that the campers will be hearers of 
the Word as well as doers. We have free time in the 
afternoon for sports and indoor games. In the evening 
there were film shows, singing, drama or testimonies 
sessions by campers. This was also interesting and 
thrilling to hear what God was doing in each life of a 
camper. Most of the campers have rare opportunities 
to have fellowship in their respective homes. 

I was privileged 
to serve as 
Sign Language 
interpreter for my 
wife, Victoria, who 
served as our Camp 
Nurse. There was 
an outbreak of 
Spinal Meningitis 
in some State 
Boarding Schools 
in some regions, and many students there lost their 
lives. This situation made us put a lot of attention 
and precautions to avoid any serious issues. I did gain 
a better understanding of just how difficult it is for 
our young campers to know about personal hygiene 
and the fundamental causes of Spinal Meningitis. 
Victoria organized a workshop on the causes of Spinal 
Meningitis and how it can be prevented. Victoria 
also targeted on healthcare, including reproductive 
health of teen girls which will help females with 
disabilities to overcome health hazards and improve 
their personal hygiene, general health, self-esteem and 
their ability to care for themselves. The social stigma 
attached to disability and inadequate resources for 

CHRISTMAS 2017 DEAF CAMP IN GHANA
by Larry Lamina, H*VMI Ghana Director
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healthcare often create a greater barrier to persons 
with disabilities than the disabilities themselves. 

We are thankful to have ministered to over 186 
campers at Christmas Camp 2017. Many of these 
were young Deaf children between the ages of 4–17 
years. The youngest among the campers was a 3 
year old boy named Kwame. He came with his Deaf 
mother. We also had some first time campers who did 
not have any knowledge about the Bible. It was a great 
privilege to be involved in teaching and counselling 
those with difficulties in understanding some of the 
Bible lessons. Ten Deaf young adults and teenagers 
made a decision for Christ. Praise! 

Through your generous giving we were able to raise 
funds to provide 
meals, gifts, 
and variety 
of games for 
over 1,500 kids 
who came for 
the Christmas 
party. We had 
two campers 
with Muslim 
background 
coming from 
the northern 

part of Ghana. According to these two campers, a 
friend they met in Kumasi, the second largest city in 
Ghana, invited them. Since they have never travelled 

outside the Northern Region, they decided to take 
the opportunity to visit the South. They participated 
in all the Bible classes. According to one of our Bible 
teachers, both of the two new campers professed 
of Christ and were counselled. Our problem now 
is to plan follow-up with these young converts for 
discipleship. Please continue to pray for discipleship 
of all who accepted the Lord at camp this year!

THANK YOU so much for your prayers and 
encouragements. Sometimes the ups and downs of 
ministry can be overwhelming, but then I remember 
it is His work. 

H*VMI™

ACCRA

A T L A N T I C  O C E A N

GHANA

Gulf of Guinea
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by Tara Kelley, Handi*Camp Director

HANDI* CAMP 

TWO reasons 
Handi*Camp exists... 

to meet spiritual and 
physical needs of people 

with disabilities. Spiritually, 
we have the opportunity 

to present the Gospel and 
help people grow in Him. 
Camp provides a unique 
opportunity, away from 

day-in, day-out routine, to 
focus on Him and to 

present His Word in ways 
speci�cally designed for 
the campers we serve. 

Physically, it is an 
opportunity to provide 

care for our campers 
accompanied by the love 
of Christ. And, it provides 
families and caregivers a 
week of respite from that 

physical care, allowing 
them opportunities to be 
renewed and refreshed 

as well.  

ZERO is the 
number of 

campers we want 
to turn away due 
to lack of space 

or sta�ng.
In recent years, we’ve had 

to make di�cult phone 
calls telling people, “We’re 
so sorry, but we’re full and 
you’re too far down on the 

waiting list.” In order to 
open up more slots for 

this year, we have ADDED 
a seventh week of camp. 
This is the best solution, 

for now, to what seems to 
be an annual challenge. 

Once our own camp 
buildings are constructed 

on our ministry center 
property, we will, Lord 
willing, be able to add 

even more weeks of 
camp... and be able to 

eliminate those waiting 
lists altogether!  

ONE person we 
need is YOU! 

Edward Everett Hale 
wrote,

 “I am only one, 
but still I am one. 

I cannot do everything; 
but still I can do 
something; and 

because I cannot do 
everything I will not 

refuse to do 
the something that 

I can do.” 
It takes every ONE doing 

what they can do to 
make camp a success. So 

what can you do? I’m 
glad you asked! ...

EIGHT ways YOU can be part of Handi*Camp 2018! 
• Collect supplies: We have a list of items for you or your church to  

collect. These donations help keep costs down. It’s a great idea for 
those who like to shop!

• Send a gift card: Wal-Mart, Target, Weis, Giant or ShopRite. 
We purchase most of our food and programming supplies from 
these stores. 

• Come or organize a group from your church to come to clean-up day: 
This year’s dates are Wednesday, May 23 (PA) OR Saturday, June 9 (NJ). 
Bring brooms, mops, Lysol… and help ready camp for those who will 
be attending!

• Serve on Sta�: We need committed Believers to serve in a variety of 
paid or volunteer roles including Counselors, Service Sta� 
(Housekeeping), Nurses, Bible Teachers, Program Assistants and 
Lifeguards, Dishwashers and Kitchen Assistants to help our Cooks. 

• Bring a Meal: On weekends, our summer sta� is present at camp, but 
our cooks are not! We need individuals and/or churches to volunteer 
to supply/drop o� a meal to Malaga Camp (NJ) during one of our 
weekend slots. Contact us for details. 

• Pray: Commit to praying for a camper by name during his or her time 
at camp. We will match you with a camper and send you speci�c 
prayer requests. Following camp, you will receive a special note and 
an update about the week!

• Give �nancially: We try to keep fees reasonable for those who want 
to attend camp, but that leaves a “gap” in our budget. It is also our 
policy to not turn participants away due to their inability to pay. Full 
or partial camperships ($650.00/week) are needed for those who have 
a speci�c �nancial need. We also are in need of additional donations 
over and above what we receive in camper/guest fees to meet this 
year’s expenses. You can partner with us by sending a one-time gift 
OR, perhaps you are able to become monthly or quarterly supporter 
of the ministry.

• Contacts: Send us the name of a prospective camper–a child, teen or 
adult with a disability who might be interested in applying to come to 
camp this summer.

If you are able to be a part of Handi*Camp 2018, please use the 
RESPONSE COUPON to the right OR EMAIL brobinson@hvmi.org. 
Partnering with us in any of these ways will make a di�erence in the 
lives of ALL our campers and guests. THANK YOU! 

YES, I want to be one who 
helps make a difference at 
Handi*Camp 2018! 

s Name

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone # 

    good time to call

s Email address 

Method of Payment:  

o Cash   o Check  (Please make checks payable to H*VMI.) 

o Credit Card # : ____________________________

  Exp. Date:  ___   / ___

 o Visa  o MasterCard   o Discover   o AmExpress  

 Name as it appears on card:  ____________________

 Signature:  ______________________________

q Send me/us a list of supplies to collect.  

q Enclosed is a gift card to:    
q Wal-Mart   q Target   q Weis   q Giant   q ShopRite 

q Contact me/us with details about clean-up day in:   
q PA    q NJ

q I/we are interested in receiving summer staff 
information.  

q Contact me/us with details about providing a 
weekend meal for your staff. 

q I/we would like to be a prayer partner for a camper. 

q I/we would like to help camp through a financial gift 
of $__________, enclosed. 

 Thank you! All financial gifts are tax-deductable. 

q Contact me/us with prospective camper information. 

Please print your contact information below.

Clip coupon and return to H*VMI in the enclosed envelope.
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This is a “very big deal!” 
Really. A VERY BIG 

DEAL! Our eyes, ears, 
hearts and minds are always 
on the look-out, searching 
for the people God would 
have to minister with us at 
Handi*Camp 2018. It is 
a priority, in all the many, 
many plans we make for 
Handi*Camp, that we find 
men and women with 
servants’ hearts to join us to 
help provide the VERY BEST 
care—physically, emotionally, 
mentally and spiritually—for 
our campers.

If you, or someone you know, 
is interested in receiving 
a job description for any 
of the variety of paid or 
volunteer roles we need at Handi*Camp, including 
Counselors, Service Staff (Housekeeping), Nurses, 
Bible Teachers, Program Assistants and Lifeguards, 
Dishwashers and Kitchen Assistants to help our 
Cooks, please contact brobinson@hvmi.org. But, 
please do so immediately. We’re already assembling 
our staff and our acceptance of campers depends 

upon sufficient staffing. If you would like to have a 
poster or an insert for your church bulletin to help 
get out the word, we can provide that to you.

One of the methods we use for finding Handi*Camp 
Staff is a campus recruitment tour. Please pray that 
this effort will be very productive in our search for 
staff. This year we were or will be on the following 
campuses:

January 12  Cairn University (Eastern PA) 
January 16   Asbury College (KY) 
January 17  Cedarville University (OH)
January 24   Liberty University (VA)
February 6–7  Thiel College (Western PA) 
February 7   Grove City College (Western PA) 
February 13   Nyack University (NY) 
February 20   Houghton College (NY) 
February 28   Gordon College (MA) 
March 8   Messiah College (Eastern PA) 
TBD   Lancaster Bible College (Eastern PA)
TBD   University of Valley Forge (Eastern PA)

RECRUITING HANDI*CAMP STAFF
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H*VMI 2018 CALENDAR
Please visit our website or call our office for details.

hvmi.org  • 717.859.4777

March 22 NJ BanquetΨ, 6:00–8:30 PM**   
 The Mansion, Voorhees NJ (see enclosed invitation)

March 23-24 H*VMI Board of Directors Meeting  
 H*VMI Office, Akron PA

March 29–April 1  H*VMI Ghana Easter Camp for the Blind   
 Ghana, West Africa

April 28 Annual BASIS Breakfast, 10:00 AM–1:00 PM  
 Aldan Union Church,  Aldan PA

May 23-27            Handi*Camp Staff Orientation   
 Camp Sankanac, Spring City PA

May 28-July 12     Handi*Camp     
 Camp Sankanac, Spring City PA and  
 Malaga Camp, Newfield NJ

September 8 BASIS Support Group Facilitators’ Training, time TBD     
 H*VMI Office, Akron PA

September 27 Annual Golf OutingΨ, 2:00 PM**   
 Tanglewood Manor, Quarryville PA

October 6 Fall Fun-for-All Fair, time TBD  
 H*VMI Ministry Center Property, Akron PA

October 11 National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness Recovery and   
 Understanding, 7:00–9:00 PM 
 Calvary Church, Lancaster PA 

October 13 PA Banquet Ψ, 11:30 AM –2:00 PM   
 Yoder’s, New Holland PA

ΨH*VMI Fundraiser Event **Note new time.  

MONTHLY
Bible Clubs 

For children, teens and adults with developmental disabilities.

Support Groups
For bereaved parents and their families, for parents of children with disabilities,  

for people and their families facing mental health challenges.
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H*VMI had an EXTRAORDINARY day on 
November 17, 2017  thanks to you! Thanks to those 

who prayed. Thanks to those who gave. Thanks to God 
Who did EXTRAORDINARILY above and beyond, as 
He does in all things!

This is an amazing program, sponsored by the Lancaster 
County (PA) Community Foundation to help charitable 
organizations, such as H*VMI, raise funds for their 
individual programs. This year, 464 organizations 
participated. The grand totals to all organizations from 
51,619 donations was $8,007,823. All this given in just  
24 hours!

For H*VMI’s part, 197 different individuals or couples 
gave donations to H*VMI for a total of $52,438. We 
are humbled by these numbers because they represent 
your commitment to H*VMI. These monies have been 
specifically designated by our Finance Committee to be 
placed in H*VMI’s general ministries operating account, 
the one that ensures that all H*VMI ministry programs 
can continue and can grow.

Each organization also receives a percentage of 
additional money from a “stretch pool” provided by 
generous sponsors; and, H*VMI was a winner of a 
$1000 Early Bird Challenge prize. The Early Bird prizes 
went to the first 10 organizations that received donations 
from 50 unique donors. We were the 8th of the 10 
organizations to secure our 50—soon after midnight!!  

We just received notice from the Foundation that, 
including our direct donations, the $1000 prize and our 
part of the “stretch pool,” minus processing fees, the 
Foundation will deposit $54,249.33 in the H*VMI 
checking account. Especially considering all the 
summer and fall donations to our Property Project, this 
EXTRAORDINARY GIVE total is such an incredible 
blessing to this mission. We’re keenly aware that we 
must maintain funds to operate our ministries or 
the property we have purchased will have no point! 
EXTRAORDINARY GIVE gave us a boost as we seek to 
accomplish this.

As stated earlier, it was an EXTRAORDINARY day—thanks 
to God and thanks to our many Extraordinary Givers!

On October 12, 2017, the Lord greatly blessed the 
National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness Recovery 

and Understanding. We had a record attendance of over 
200 people. 

Some evaluation comments from people who attended 
included: 1) Thank you for caring about us. 2) I 
appreciate the spiritual input. 3) Thanks – appreciated 
spiritual things. 4) Thank you so much! Very helpful! 
Many people also expressed that our program was 
beneficial because they or their family members or friends 
were dealing with stress and anxiety. We were so pleased 
that some said they wanted to share what they learned 
that night with those who are struggling. 

UPDATE

We’re very thankful that Ixthus Films (formerly 
Encouragement Photography) videoed our program.  
To access our video online, with complete presentation 
notes, references and resources, please go to: 
www.hvmi.org/minds-renewed-resources    

2018 will be the 10th Anniversary for the National 
Day of Prayer (NDP) for Mental Illness Recovery and 
Understanding. The event will be October 11, 2018 at 
Calvary Church in Lancaster, PA. Please pray as plans for 
the program are underway. 

May the Lord continue to multiple the ministry of the National 
Day of Prayer, and may He be glorified for how He has grown 
this event and touched many lives through the years.

National Day of Prayer
for Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding
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Here at H*VMI, we continue to stand amazed at 
the ways God has sustained this ministry for 

more than 44 years; and, for the recent purchase of 
the property for H*VMI’s future Ministry Center. 
All this is an astounding accomplishment for this 
mission. We give all glory to God for it.

Our goal in this ministry has always been to honor 
the Lord in all we do. A large part of that is how we 
handle the funds that are donated to the ministry. 
Since September 2015, the ministry has held ECFA 
(Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability) 
accreditation. ECFA’s standards of financial 
accountability are based on a verse from Paul’s 
second letter to the Corinthians:

2 Corinthians 8:21  
“For we are taking pains to do what is right,  

not only in the eyes of the Lord but also  
in the eyes of men.”  

At H*VMI we are absolutely striving to do just that. 
We have made a concerted effort to always follow 
the Lord’s leading and honor Him financially. 
We are so grateful for your partnership with 
H*VMI. Thank you for reading our newsletter. 
That encourages us. Many of you are so faithful to 
pray for us. We most definitely can’t do without 
prayer! Many of you give to H*VMI programs and 
missionaries. Many of you went the extra mile to 
bless H*VMI in support of our property ownership 

SPEAKING OF GOD’S  
AMAZING PROVISION

goals and to give during the ExtraOrdinary Give 
campaign. What a blessing all this is to us. 

We are always careful to use donations exactly as 
designated by the donor. We certainly did this 
with funds designated for the new property. All 
donations received above the purchase price have 
been and will be restricted to be used only for the 
next phase of property development. 

We believe that, in order to do right in the eyes 
of both God and men, we need to keep you, our 
supporters, informed about our financial status. 
While the recent emphasis has been on the property 
fund, we also keep a close eye on our cash as related 
to our general operating expenses. Some financial 
professionals advise their individual clients to have 
three to six months’ worth of their expenses in 
savings to cover unanticipated financial needs. As 
an organization, our goal is to have at least a three 
month cushion. The results of the ExtraOrdinary 
Give program is a great help toward our efforts to 
accomplish this; however, as of December 31st, 
2017, our operating cash cushion, considering a 12 
month average of expenses, stands at 1.2 months. 

This is not a distress call or an alert. Our desire is 
to simply keep you informed of our current status 
and where we would like to be. We ask you to stand 
confidently, as we do, trusting God and seeking Him 
in prayer for His continued provision for H*VMI.

JOIN US AT OUR SPRING BANQUET  
March 22, 2018 at The Mansion, Vorhees NJ

See the enclosed invitation for more details.

We would love to see you there!
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Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973
Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Increase is published quarterly.   
Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  
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Ministry Departments 

BASIS 
Ministering to bereaved parents and their families 
through a support system of personal contact, 
newsletters, support groups and other activities. 

Disability Ministries 
Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and 
recreational opportunities for people with disabilities 
through year-round programs and summer camp; 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through 
resources, special events and group meetings; and 
training individuals and churches to better understand 
and meet the needs of people with disabilities and their 
families through seminars and awareness events.

International 
Ministering in Ghana, West Africa and training national 
workers throughout the world as they develop ministry 
outreaches to people with special needs and life challenges.

Minds Renewed
Helping people renew their minds in God’s Word, obtain 
optimal overall health and address mental health issues 
personally or with a loved one.

REST Ministries
Offering hope to the hurting, abused and addicted, in the 
church and in the community.

Seminars
Helping people facing life challenges; and training 
Christian workers on topics such as grief and loss, mental 
health, abuse, divorce and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries
Serving senior citizens and their families.

For more information, contact us at:

H*VMI
PO Box 122 
Akron, PA 17501-0122 
Phone: 717.859.4777    
Email: info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org  

Join our Facebook family
facebook.com/handivangelism  

Online Opportunities 
Visit us at hvmi.org or scan this QR code with your smart 
phone and go directly to our website! Keep up with:

• Ministry Events and Dates
• Blogs
• Resources 
• Missionary Information
• Property Updates

Make a donation online for H*VMI 
or for the ministry of a designated 
missionary. Shop by going through 
links on our site and H*VMI will get 
a percentage from your purchases. 
Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

H*VMI Mission Statement
H*VMI exists to share the compassion of 
Christ by walking alongside individuals 
facing life’s challenges and equipping  

others to do the same.

H*VMI Vision Statement
H*VMI provides support, programs, resources 
and training so the people we serve may be 

included as growing and serving members of 
the Body of Christ.
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