
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7

David’s cry for help in Psalm 13 
speaks to many hearts today. One 

feels the agony of David’s heart when he 
calls out these excruciating questions:

• How long will You forget me forever?  
A CRY OF DESOLATION

• How long will You hide Your face from me?  
A CRY OF ISOLATION

• How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having 
sorrow in my heart all the day?  
A CRY OF DESPERATION

• How long will my enemy be exalted over me?  
A CRY FOR CONSOLATION

 All are real cries. We hear similar ones in this ministry in 
our various group events and as we speak with individuals 
one-on-one.  

These cries come from people who have been abused.

They come from bereaved moms and dads.

They come from exhausted parents of a child with a 
disability; or a family whose loved one is struggling with  
a mental illness.

Perhaps similar cries come from your 
own heart. How long, O LORD?

Thankfully, David doesn’t end his song 
of lament with agonizing cries. He knows 
there is available to him day-to-day 
strength, grace and hope, all of which 

come from a daily walk with His God.

In that same Psalm, David

• states his trust in God’s loyal love for him.

• rejoices in God’s salvation, or deliverance, from 
challenging situations even before that deliverance 
 is complete.

• sings to the Lord because of God’s faithfulness to  
him in the past.

H*VMI is here to share God’s loyal love and the Good 
News that He sent His Son to die for our sins. H*VMI is 

here to tell people that there is help for 
challenging situations.

What an incredible message for such 
times in which we are all living. “How 
long” becomes a whole lot less urgent 
when we remember—He is LORD.

by Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

Like It Never Even Happened
The March 22, 2018 NJ Banquet, that is. It’s “like it never even happened” —because it didn’t!

After MUCH prayer and discussion, we made the “historic” decision two days before this year’s NJ Banquet to cancel 
it because of the Nor’easter that was forecast. So, the banquet didn’t happen. And, the Nor’easter did! Most of the 

areas from which our guests were traveling to attend were buried under inches, and, in some cases, feet of snow and 
ice the day before the banquet was to have occurred. We asked our speaker, Sue Winterode, and our special music, the 
Melmark Joybells, to “hold that thought” and be prepared to present at the 2019 banquet. The Mansion is graciously 
working with us to transfer the money we had already paid them to our next banquet to be held there. We’ll get you the 
date soon—and please begin praying now—for good weather. 
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CAMP SCHEDULE

May 22  H*VMI fulltime camp staff moves to Camp Sankanac (PA)

 Pray for safety in loading and unloading the U-Haul filled with camp supplies.

May 23– 27 Summer Staff Orientation

 Pray for unity to develop quickly among the staff and for everyone to feel  
 a part of the Handi*Camp family.

 Pray for effectiveness in teaching training sessions so our staff is thoroughly  
 equipped to serve our campers’ needs.

May 28–June 1 Adult Challengers Session 1 

June 4–8 Adult Challengers Session 2

June 9  Move to Malaga Camp (NJ)

June 11–15  Adult Challengers Session 3 

June 18–22 Challenger Children/Youth and Adventurers

June 25–29  Conquerors/Voyagers

July 2–6  Bible Conference Session 1 

July 8–2  Bible Conference Session 2

July 13 Load the U-Haul and return “home” to Lancaster County, PA

 Please PRAY:
• For new campers as they experience Handi*Camp for the first time!

• For salvation of any unsaved campers who are in attendance. 

• For campers and staff to grow in the Lord through Bible class, chapel times and other  
 teachable moments!

• For everyone to stay healthy and safe in daily activities and in off-camp trips.

• For our counselors and auxiliary staff to have the energy and stamina to serve well 
  “to the end.”

• For our nurses as they care for the health needs of campers and staff.

• For our cooks as they prepare tasty meals that are a blessing to all!

Pray Us on Our Way… 
HANDI* CAMP 2018

by Tara Kelley, Director of Disability Ministries/Handi*Camp
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H*VMI CALENDAR
Please visit our website or call our  

office for details.
hvmi.org  • 717.859.4777

May 22-July 13 Handi*Camp  

July 27-28 Yard Sale, Akron PA

August 11 BASIS Picnic, Akron PA

August 25 Disability Ministries All Family  
 Picnic, Akron PA

September 8 BASIS Support Group   
 Facilitators’ Training,  
 H*VMI Office, Akron PA

September 15 Fall Fun-For-All Fair  
 H*VMI”s (new) Ministry Center  
 Property, Akron PA

September 25 Annual Golf Outing ,  
 2:00 PM, Tanglewood Manor,   
 Quarryville PA

October 13 PA Fundraising Banquet 
 H*VMI's 45th Anniversary   
 Celebration!   
 11:30 AM –2:30 PM 
 Yoder’s, New Holland PA 
 (see article below) 

Very Exciting—Save the Date! 
Many of you have prayed with us for God’s man to 
assume the role of the next Executive Director of 
H*VMI. You were introduced to Kyle Robinson 
a few years ago. Tim and Kyle have been blessed 
as they have worked together over the past three 
years to prepare for this. Now, we are pleased to 
announce that, at H*VMI’s 45th Anniversary 
Celebration Banquet on October 13th, Tim 
Sheetz will be passing the baton to the next 
Executive Director of H*VMI, Kyle T. Robinson. 
Tim and Kathy will continue fulltime with the 
ministry, under Kyle’s leadership. More details 
will follow but, for now, we hope you will mark 
your calendar and plan to join us to celebrate 
God’s amazing Hand on this ministry in every 
aspect of it, including preparing Kyle to lead 
H*VMI into the future.

by Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Executive Director

H*VMI is having a Fall Fun-For-All Fair. Say that 
ten times fast! We’ve tried and, by the end, we’re 

all tongue tied. We hope that even though the name is a 
mouthful, when you read on, you’ll get the idea. 

Do you or someone you know have a disability? Have 
you ever attended a harvest fair or fall festival? There are 
a lot of things that are typically not accessible at such an 
outdoor event. However, H*VMI’s Disability Ministries 
is hosting a Fall Fun-For-All Fair on September 15th, 
2018 at H*VMI’s new property at 3261 Rothsville Road, 
Akron PA. This event will be dedicated to providing a fun, 
safe, fully accessible environment for families affected by 
disability, their relatives, friends and neighbors. Imagine 
a fair that is designed to allow for a child with a disability 
and his/her siblings to play and compete, side by side! As 
you close your eyes and try to envision what an event like 
this might look like, picture this: 

• Games that are adapted so all can participate.

• Walkways to support wheel chair travel throughout 
the fair grounds.

• Accessible restrooms.

• Prizes that include candy as well as stickers, toys 
and fidgets to meet the needs of those who cannot 
have edible prizes.

• Food for all to enjoy—with a blender station 
provided for those who need pureed food.

• Nurses on location to provide medical assistance  
as needed.

Be watching future Increase newsletters, your mail box 
and/or inbox for more info. As you think about your 
fall schedule, plan to join us at our new location for the  
Fall Fun-For-All Fair. 

Fall
Fun-For-All

Fair
September 15, 2018

2018
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DID YOU KNOW?

Email Devotions and 
Correspondence Courses 
To encourage our campers 
spiritually throughout the year, 
a weekly schedule is set up for 
H*VMI missionaries and Associate 
Missionaries to write devotionals 
to send to all our campers (and 
others) who desire to receive them.

Creating Remembrance 
Gifts
At our annual BASIS Breakfast and 
at some BASIS Support Groups, 
such as at the Christmas Support 
Groups, we purchase or create 
small gifts or momentos to give 
to those bereaved parents who 

attend. The gifts are specifically designed so they can contain 
the name of the child who died. The picture here shows the 
momento Christine Whiting created for this past April’s 
BASIS Breakfast. The Breakfast theme was “Together On 
Our Journey.” 

Utilizing Evaluation 
Information
At every seminar H*VMI presents, 
we ask attendees to complete 
an evaluation form. Each form 
is read carefully and every 
comment, suggestion and critique 
is thoughtfully considered and, 

where appropriate, applied to the next seminar. 

Family Day
On the first Monday of each 
month, all  H*VMI missionaries, 
Associate Missionaries who 
are able and Ministry Staff 
meet together at the H*VMI 
office for devotions, prayer 
and, sometimes, training on 
a particular issue. To some, 

this day is known as “donut day” since our Executive Director 
always makes sure there is an ample supply of a variety of fresh-
baked donuts from a local bakery. 

Dedicated, Willing-
To-Do-Whatever-Is-
Needed Ministry Staff
We’re thankful for all who 
serve at H*VMI, but special 
recognition is given here for 
Nancy Ice. Nancy serves in 
the H*VMI office three days 
a week. If you call the office 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday, she’s the one who answers 
your call. She answers warmly, quickly senses the need at the 
other end of the phone line and determines how that call 
might best be accommodated. In addition to answering the 
phone, Nancy is an invaluable assistant to our CFO, keeping 
accurate records for our finance department and generating 
receipts for donors. An extremely important service Nancy 
performs for the H*VMI ministry, one you would never know, 
or perhaps even think about the ministry needing unless we 
told you: Nancy spends many hours pre-cutting pieces for 
materials used for our monthly Bible club and Handi*Camp 
Bible lessons. We all marvel at her perseverance and 
precision, the results showing up on the pages of Bible 
clubbers’ and campers’ take-home books.

W e often report to you about ministry events such as banquets, golf outings, support groups, Bible clubs, 
etc. We like to keep you apprised of what we’re doing because you are, after all, our ministry partners. 

However, there are a “few” things that happen around H*VMI that don’t make the “headlines!” To help you 
to get to know even more about this mission and our staff, we’d like to mention a few of those Ministries and 
Tasks that don’t typically make their way into our newsletter.

Ministries
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2 Monthly Staff Update Forms 

Each H*VMI missionary completes a monthly report 
form that is then sent to H*VMI’s Executive Director and 
the missionary’s supervisor on the Board of Directors. 
Some of the items listed on the form include: Details 
of ministry completed. Goals for next month. How has 
God met a specific need in your life this past month? 
What suggestions do you have for the general ministry 
and/or its leadership? What personal prayer requests 
would you like your supervisor and Executive Director 
to remember?

2 Annual Evaluations and Goals
Each missionary and ministry staff, including the 
Executive Director, receives an annual evaluation and is 
asked to set ministry goals for the coming year.

2 “Perk System” 

To prepare thoroughly for one-day events such as our 
annual banquets, the golf outing and our new Fall Fun-
for-All Fair, our staff implements the “Perk System,” a 
time-management technique. We meet together, list 
tasks that need to be accomplished from start to finish of 
an event, put them in chronological order with a deadline 
date assigned to each and then select the staff member 
who will be responsible for each particular task. It helps 
us keep track of what needs to be done to bring about an 
event and if we are on a good timetable for doing it!

2 Proofreading 

We really do make every effort here at H*VMI to publish 
interesting, useful and ACCURATE materials. Every 
item passes through at least two proofreaders who have 
red pens in hand, ready to make necessary corrections to 
spelling, punctuation, grammar and content! When you 
see a “typo” in Increase, please know that we really did 
give it our best!

Now You Know — a little more than you 
previously did about how H*VMI “operates!”

Building Relationships 

BASIS  
Encouragement Notes 
On the occasion of the 
anniversary of a child’s birthdate 
or the date the child died, BASIS 
parents receive a handwritten note 
from another bereaved parent so 

they can be reminded that someone is thinking of them, 
caring about them and praying for them. 

VERY Special Volunteers 
Occasionally, some of the 
individuals with special needs 
to whom we minister at camp 
or in our Bible clubs come to 
our office to provide service 
opportunities for them and 
practical helps for us. 

We continue to work to build relationships with people 
who have disabilities, not just at camp and Bible clubs, 
but throughout the year. Our staff, volunteers and 
even former staff engage in social opportunities with 
individuals with disabilities; and, where there is interest, 
share a one-on-one Bible study.

Ministries

Tasks

H*VMI Mission Statement
H*VMI exists to share the compassion of Christ by walking alongside 
individuals facing life’s challenges and equipping others to do the same.
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There are many! Our Property Champions 
have prayed, given financially, written notes of 

encouragement, asked questions and have offered 
help in so many ways when that help is needed. 
(Stay tuned for more help that will be needed, 
please!) H*VMI Property Champions include many 
of YOU, and we thank God for every single one of 
you who has been willing to come alongside us in 
this, the largest project H*VMI has undertaken in 
our nearly 45 year history.
There are four H*VMI Property Champions 
we’d especially like you to meet by way of their 
testimonies (and pictures) that we asked them to 
please–please–please share with our newsletter 
readers. (They had to be cajoled a bit to do this, 
preferring, rather, to remain in the background, 
content to serve the Lord in this project without 
any special attention!)

Steve Fry
We live in Lancaster. God 
has given Bonnie and me 
four wonderful daughters: 
Laura, Elizabeth, Rebekah 
and Sarah. We are thankful 
for them. We’re also 
thankful for the talent and 
profession God has given 

to us in the area of architecture. We wanted to share 
that with quality Christian ministries. We met Brian 
(H*VMI Office Manager/Assistant Camp Director) 
and Sandy Robinson at our church and small group, 
and, through them, began to learn more about the 
Handi*Camp ministry. We have also been to some of 
the H*VMI banquets and we’ve visited their camps 
when our daughter, Beth, served at Handi*Camp 
in a few different capacities. We are so glad to be a 
part of the design of the new camp that will be built 
on H*VMI’s new property in Akron PA; and to be 
working with a ministry that serves in such a needed 
and meaningful way. To God be the Glory.

H*VMI’s Property Champions
John Roche 
The reason I chose to 
support H*VMI…Initially, 
I became acquainted with 
H*VMI through Brian 
Robinson. Over the years at 
Calvary Church (Lancaster 
PA) I got to know Brian 
and his commitment to the 

young kids at Calvary Church…teaching Sunday school 
lessons and raising his own special needs children. I could 
see Brian’s love for teaching the Gospel and his overarching 
love for children, including those with special needs. 

 As some background, my profession is engineering. My 
wife and I have had a heart for the “least of these,” those 
who may be “overlooked” by the world. In particular, the 
Lord placed in our hearts helping orphans. We have had 
opportunities to serve and support orphans over the years. 
As we got to know H*VMI, we saw some parallels with 
that ministry and ministries we’ve supported in the past, 
associated with orphans. 

The introduction to H*VMI and their building project 
came through Steve Fry, a friend and business associate. 
Knowing Steve well and his discernment of spiritual 
matters, when Steve asked me to help out a ministry that 
he supported, and that I also knew about through Brian, 
it gave me a comfort that the Lord was certainly in this 
opportunity. Knowing there are many opportunities to 
serve ministries, the question is always, which one should 
I support? The decision of supporting a ministry comes 
down to a matter of whether the Lord is in that ministry 
and if He is calling me and confirming that support. So I 
prayed about this opportunity to help H*VMI and be a 
part of this project, and the Lord gave me a confirmation 
that this is where He wanted me to be. 

I had NO idea that the Lord would confirm this initial 
decision by getting to know Tim Sheetz and his team at 
H*VMI. My spirit was blessed instantly upon meeting 
Tim, his presence his words, his prayers. I could tell that 
he was truly a man of God, spent a lot of time with the 
Lord and was a true Believer who has matured in his faith. 
Certainly a ministry which he founded and guided for all 
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these years would definitely be a ministry where God is at 
work. This was confirmation enough for me to jump on 
board and help out where I could. Moreover, as I worked 
with the new property project team H*VMI established, 
I continued to receive confirmation from the Lord as I 
was continually and truly blessed by being part of the 
project. Not blessed in the way the world sees blessings 
(in finances or things of this world that are tangible), but 
in the deep things of God, seeing His work, His Spirit and 
His peace. I thank the Lord and H*VMI for this journey 
and true blessing. 

Robert (Bob) 
Weaver
Families living with 
disabilities become involved 
in one of two ways: either 
they are volunteers, i.e. they 
marry or adopt a person 
affected by disability, or 
they are draftees. I was 

drafted when my 16-year-old son became quadriplegic in 
a gymnastics accident. In that instant, our family began 
a difficult and unexpected journey in which we have all 
learned the power and sufficiency of God’s grace. This 
journey included working as a volunteer and full time 
with an international disability ministry for more than 16 
years. After leaving that ministry, I remained dedicated 
to working in disability ministry. I knew Tim and Kathy 
Sheetz from my involvement with disability ministry, and 
in 2013 I was invited to become a member of H*VMI’s 
Board of Directors.   

Since joining the Board, I have been deeply involved in 
the New Facility Project. As an attorney, I have experience 
in the fields of real estate, land development, and land 
use regulation. I am thankful that God chose to use 
this experience to help guide H*VMI through the new 
facility development process including the land purchase, 
zoning ordinance revision, and real estate tax issues. I am 
now working with H*VMI and its engineer to develop 
the Conditional Use Application, the next step in the 
development process.

James (Jim) 
Stauffer
I was asked to share how 
I became involved with 
H*VMI. Looking back, 
I can vaguely remember 
some meetings, looking at 
properties and feeling like 
I was the one who always 
seemed to throw a bucket 
of cold water on plans 
spinning around in Tim 
Sheetz’s head.

I met Tim a number of 
years ago when an H*VMI Board Member asked our 
church if we would be willing to allow H*VMI to use one 
of our church’s meeting rooms for a group Bible study 
they have as part of their ministry. Our church was built 
on one level and had accessible restrooms, so it was a 
perfect fit. Things didn’t work out for that, but I did get to 
know Tim and the H*VMI staff. I saw Tim’s and the staff ’s 
passion to minister to young people with special needs 
and their families. So when Tim asked me to help them in 
their quest for a property, I said, “Yes.” At that time I was 
President of Ames Construction, Inc., a local commercial 
general contractor. So it was a good fit that I could assist 
in an area where the H*VMI staff had limited experience.

Over the next few years, I would receive calls from Tim 
asking if I had time to go with them to look at a property 
and give my honest opinion about it for H*VMI. I think 
we looked at a “Bed and Breakfast,” a high end pig farm 
with a fully restored farm house, a horse ranch complete 

Continued on page 8

Jim playing a “hand reflex 
game” with a young Haitian 
girl when he led a ministry 
team from his church to St. 
Marc, Haiti.



Handi*Vangelism Ministries 
International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973
Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry Departments 

BASIS 
Ministering to bereaved parents and their families through 
a support system of personal contact, newsletters, support 
groups and other activities. 

Disability Ministries 
Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and 
recreational opportunities for people with disabilities 
through year-round programs and summer camp; 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through 
resources, special events and group meetings; and training 
individuals and churches to better understand and meet 
the needs of people with disabilities and their families 
through seminars and awareness events.

International 
Ministering in Ghana, West Africa and training national 
workers throughout the world as they develop ministry 
outreaches to people with special needs and life challenges.

Minds Renewed
Helping people address mental health issues personally or 
with a loved one.

REST Ministries
Offering hope to the hurting, abused and addicted, in the 
church and in the community.

Seminars
Helping people facing life challenges; and training Christian 
workers on topics such as grief and loss, mental health, 
abuse, divorce and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries
Serving senior citizens and their families.

Increase is published quarterly.   
Editor:  Kathy Sheetz 
Graphic Design:  Claire Krout

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI
PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 
Phone: 717.859.4777    
Email: info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org

             Like us on facebook! facebook.com/handivangelism 

with stables and a training race track and maybe a 
few more properties. My responses included: “too 
expensive,” “renovation costs will be too high,”  
“maintenance costs will be high,” “I don’t think 
zoning will allow you to build what you need,” “no 
public water or sewer,” “you will never get that 
horse stall smell out,” and many more reasons not 
to pursue the property we were looking at. Then we 
looked at the current property and it was amazing. 
We have already witnessed a bunch of miracles in 
purchasing the property, and now we are anxiously 
waiting to see what God will do next.

For myself, I have since sold Ames Construction, 
Inc. and have agreed to act as construction 
manager for H*VMI when God decides, according 
to His perfect plan, to start construction. “Why 
would I want to do this?” some people ask, 
especially since I am retired and should be slowing 
down and relaxing. I saw Tim’s and the whole 
staff ’s passion to show God’s love to all of us no 
matter who we are and whether we fit into the 
norm of society or not. I had a “special needs” 
sister, Janice. Janice passed away last July. You could 
say that she is now whole, something she never 
experienced while here on earth. At her funeral, 
one of the speakers said, “God does not create a 
mistake. Janice was created perfectly the way He 
wanted her to be. “Why?” I don’t know, but maybe 
it was to give us joy in seeing her have joy, whether 
it was going to camp in the summer or just doing 
a simple craft. God has called Handi*Vangelism 
Ministries International to give joy, support and 
help to those in our society who desperately need 
it, and the only thing they ask in return is to see 
that joy in those they are serving. That is why I 
have to be a part of this endeavor.

H*VMI Property Champion’s 
continued from page 7

Online Opportunities 
Visit us at hvmi.org and keep up with:

• Ministry Events and Dates • Blogs
• Missionary Information • Resources 
• Property Updates

Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of 
a designated missionary. Shop by going through links 
on our site and H*VMI will get a percentage from your 
purchases. Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.
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All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank you!

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™  •  PO Box 122  •  Akron, PA 17501-0122  •  717.859.4777  •  hvmi.org

s Name

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                                 s Email address 

Method of Payment:  o Cash   o Check  (Please make checks payable to H*VMI.) 

 Credit Card # : _________________________ Exp. Date:  ___   / ___

 o Visa  o MasterCard   o Discover   o AmExpress     

 Name as it appears on card:  ________________________________

 Signature:  __________________________________________

Please send me information about:
o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT)     o Gifts of Stock   
o Planned Giving Opportunities

Please print your contact information below. 

I want to help H*VMI’s General Ministry Fund. These funds enable ALL H*VMI programs to operate and grow.

o  Please accept my/our gift of $ __________________________ .

 




