
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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I t was a busy and productive 
summer at H*VMI. Yes, it 

was also very hot! We were glad 
to get that season behind us. Fall 
proved to be just as busy, much 
more pleasant temperature-
wise and, by God’s grace, just 
as productive. You’ll read about 
some of our summer and fall 
events as you make your way 
through this newsletter. 

Now—we’re creeping ever 
closer to those winter months, 
wondering what they will bring 
weather-wise: lots of cold, 
ice, snow? Will we have to 
cancel any Bible clubs, support 
groups or seminars because of 
dangerous roads? 

The H*VMI staff definitely 
stays busy year-round; but, 
even with the busy-ness of our 
ministry schedules, we all still 
seem to be able to keep up with taking care of our homes, 
yards, laundry, bills; and, we even eat and sleep now and 
then. Well, no, I admit—we ALWAYS manage to eat! The 
conference table at the H*VMI office never seems to lack 
for delicious treats.

While we all may know what’s on our daily calendar, we 
don’t know how any day or event will truly unfold. There 
is so much uncertainty in life. There is no doubting that 
we live in very uncertain times. Political corruption, street 
riots, national indebtedness and the threat of ISIS are 

just some of the grave concerns facing us as a nation, and, 
therefore, as a people. We have a new President. What 
will that mean for individuals, churches, mission agencies 
like ours? None of us knows what tomorrow will bring. 

Of all our concerns, there is one, I believe, that 
contributes the most to an uncertain future. The spiritual 
foundation of our nation and our neighborhood is 
crumbling—maybe we could even say—it has crumbled. 
Church attendance is at an all-time low and Biblical 

Certainty for Uncertain Times    
By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

continued on page 2
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illiteracy is at an all-time high. We need to shore up 
our foundation; and nothing secures a foundation 
like ROCK! You know the children’s song about the 
wise man building his house upon it! It’s a child’s 
song with an adult lesson. We need to build upon the 
“ROCK of our salvation.” 

That entails some very specific and very personal steps:
1. We need to see sin as HE sees it and hate it as HE 

hates it. No excuses. No equivocating. No personal 
preferences—only Truth from God’s Word! 

2. Then we need to admit and repent of our personal 
and national sin. (I John 1:9). 

3.  We need to humbly bow before our Creator. We’ve 
gotten away from Who God is and who we are 
before Him. We need to place Him back in the 
position He rightly deserves. (Psalm 100:3). 

If we take these steps, God makes a certain promise 
to us in 2 Chronicles 7:14. You know it well: “If My 
people, which are called by My name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” Could 
anything provide us with more certainty for today and 
for the future than knowing our Holy God is working 
in our behalf?

Because we know that a secure personal and 
national future can only come from an encounter 
with our Rock, H*VMI makes it a priority to present 
foundational Truth from God’s Word at every 
ministry outreach: camp, Bible Clubs, support 
groups, every H*VMI event on the busy calendar. 

As you pray for your 
own future and for our 
nation’s future, please 
pray for H*VMI. Our 
confidence for a more 
certain future can 
only come from our 
encounter with the 
living God.  

Certainty for Uncertain Times—continued from page 1

H*VMI
CALENDAR

Please call our office to notify us of your interest in  
attending any of the below and to obtain  

additional information. 717.859.4777

November 18  
The ExtraOrdinary Give Event  
(see detailed information on following page)

BASIS  
Support Group Meetings 

for bereaved parents

 Akron, PA 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM (Sept-May)

 Aldan, PA 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM

 Lavelle, PA 3rd Sunday, 1:00 PM (Sept-May)

 Lebanon, PA 1st Tuesday, 7:00 PM (Sept-May)

 Williamstown, NJ 2nd Friday, 7:00 PM (Sept-May)

 Lakeland, FL 4th Monday, 2:00 PM

Minds Renewed  
Support Group Meetings  
concerning mental health issues

 Lancaster, PA 3rd Monday, 7:00 PM

Minds Renewed Coffee Hour
 Lancaster, PA  1st Wednesday, 10:00 AM

Bible Clubs 
open to all with special needs

Lancaster Bible Club and Study
 Akron, PA 1st Thursday, 6:15-8:00 PM (Oct-April)

South Jersey Bible Club and Study
 Collingswood, NJ 3rd Thursday, 7:15-9:00 PM (Sept-May)

(Optional Parent Support Group runs simultaneously.)

PIP (Parents In Progress)  
Support Group Meetings

for parents of children with disabilities

South Jersey
 Collingswood, NJ 3rd Thursday, 7:30 PM (Oct-May)

(Bible Club program available during meeting time for children,  
teens and adults with a disability.) 

Lancaster County
 Akron, PA 2nd Monday, 7:00 PM (Sept-May)
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HELP H*VMI 
WHEN YOU GIVE EXTRA 

Extraordinary Things Happen! 
4Mark your Calendars 

4Tell your Friends 
4Give Extraordinary

ExtraGive.org 

This November 18 go the EXTRA mile for 
Handi*Vangelism Ministries International. On that day, 

H*VMI is again participating in the Extraordinary Give, 
Lancaster County’s Largest Day of Giving. For 24 hours only 
(midnight to midnight), visit ExtraGive.org, make an online 
credit card donation ($25 minimum) and your gift will be 
stretched by a portion of the $250,000 pool of funds from 
the Lancaster County Community Foundation and sponsors. 
Plus, just by donating, you could help us win EXTRA from the 
$50,000 prize pool! This program is open to any donor—you 
don’t have to live in Lancaster County to give. 

H*VMI, along with each organization in the Extraordinary 
Give, will receive a percentage of the $250,000 stretch pool 
based on the percentage designated to H*VMI of the total 
dollars given during the 24 hours to all organizations. 

There are two main ways to help us win one or 
more $1000 prizes:  

Give EARLY —right after midnight. The first 10 
organizations receiving gifts from 50 unique donors will 
receive a $1000 Early Bird Challenge prize. (“A unique donor 
is defined as one instance of a name and one instance of a 
credit card number. Each must be unique.” So a husband and 
wife could each make a unique donation if they use different 
names and credit card numbers.) H*VMI won this prize in 
2013 and 2015. Please consider staying up late to give after 
midnight—or contact Brian Robinson (cell phone  
717-475-5864). He is willing to use your credit card info to 
place a donation on your behalf to help reach our goal of  
50 donors to get this added prize. 

Give during GOLDEN TICKET TIMESLOTS. 
Five donations will be randomly picked during seven different 
timeslots and a $1000 prize will be added to that donation. 
H*VMI received one of these prizes in 2013. Quite a few of our 
friends gave multiple donations during the various timeslots 
(remember–$25 is the minimum online donation). Maybe 
you can help by giving during any of these times this year and 
your donation might be randomly chosen: 

12-3 am
5-8 am 
9-11 am 
12-2 pm
4-6 pm 
7-9 pm  
10 pm -12 am

AGAIN—Brian is willing to help on your behalf with any 
donations you would like to give at various times—call him 
with your info and instructions (a total of 44 donors contacted 
him last year to help in this way—a total of $23,390 from 
those donors was processed on their behalf). 

Donors will receive a tax-deductible receipt from the Lancaster 
County Community Foundation. H*VMI will receive a list of 
donors so we can acknowledge each donation. Funds given 
through this special program will go into H*VMI’s General Fund. 

ExtraGive.org
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H*VMI PA Banquet
We were happy to gather together 200 of our 
family and friends at Yoder’s Country Restaurant 
in New Holland, PA for H*VMI’s 2016 PA 
Banquet on Saturday, October 1st. We thank the 
Lord for delicious food, great fellowship and the 
opportunity to review how God is at work helping 
H*VMI to present “HOPE for Times Like These,” 
our banquet theme. 

One-Third of H*VMI’s  
First Associate Missionary Training Class

by Meghan Love, Associate Missionary

learn how to share our testimony and were put to the test 
when we shared at Maple Farm Nursing Center. Before we 
knew it, the week was coming to a close and it was time 
for graduation. Friday night we hosted a “Meet and Greet” 
with H*VMI Board Members over dinner and also had 
the opportunity to share our testimonies and hearts for 
the ministry. Throughout the week we laughed together, 
we cried together, we shared lots of meals together and 
we truly became a family. By the end of the week, I was 
overwhelmed by how God answered my prayers. I knew 
that He has been calling me to ministry and I felt His call 
to pursue ministry with H*VMI. I followed His leading 
and He was faithful to provide. As Paul says in Romans 
8:28, “And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according 
to His purpose.” His good work was not just being done in 
my life, but through the entire ministry of H*VMI. It was 
clear that I had not just found a future path, but a forever 
family and I cannot wait to join them in the near future. 

(Editor’s note: Meghan Love, Elizabeth Shaw and 
Tim Stow attended and graduated from our very first 
Associate Missionary Training Class (AMT). We’re 
excited that God is leading these very talented women 
and man to pursue becoming H*VMI missionaries. All 
three have worked at Handi*Camp for several years, and 
while serving there, God gave them a desire to consider 
fulltime ministry with H*VMI. We’re so thankful He’s 
directing them in this way. Meghan shares her thoughts 
here about last summer’s AMT.)

“Lord, Thy will be done.” This was my prayer going 
into the highly anticipated week of Associate 

Missionary Training that 
lay ahead of me. Tim 
Stow, Izzy Shaw and I 
had started the Associate 
Missionary process over a 
year beforehand, and the 
time had finally come to 
be fully initiated into the 
H*VMI team. The week 
of Associate Missionary 
Training was designed to 
give us a look into all the 
aspects of the ministry as 

well as provide us with the tools necessary to accurately 
share the mission of H*VMI with others. I came in not 
sure what to expect and was greeted by a room full of 
equally excited H*VMI missionaries. They had come 
from far and wide (even from Arizona) to be a part of 
this training and share their years of knowledge with us. 
Throughout the training we were introduced to all the 
aspects of the ministry as well as the heart of service that 
is required to be in such a field. Each missionary was given 
an opportunity to share their heart for their ministry and it 
became very clear to me how much compassion lies within 
each and every member of the H*VMI team. We were 
also blessed to have Stacey Everline, a BCM missionary, 
with us who was able to come and share her knowledge on 
support raising. The days were filled with very beneficial 
information, and every night we had a chance to have 
some fun as a group including dinners and game nights. 
As the week progressed, we were given the opportunity to 

for Times like These
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‘Twas four months since meeting, and all through the land
The teachers were ready with lessons in hand.
Supplies that were needed all packed in the car
To travel to places both near and afar. 

Through warm weather, cold weather, daylight and dark
To answer His calling, on a mission embark.
Awaiting our students, with enthusiasm greeting. 
And praying for helpers, the picture completing.

The goal of our programs — to share of God’s Word
With those who love Jesus and those who’ve not heard; 
To tell of God’s gifts, of His mercy and love;
To build up, to challenge with Truth from above.

So pray with us, dear ones, as the Message we tell;
For safety in travel; and clubs to go well;
For doors to stay open as we share the Story;
And for God to be with us, receiving all glory. 

(Editor’s note:  See schedule for Bible Clubs under 
H*VMI CALENDAR in this issue of Increase.)

By Cathi Myers, Director, Minds Renewed

God did more than we could ask or imagine as He 
brought a record number of people, 190, to our event for 
the National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness Recovery 
and Understanding. They came, not only from our local 
area, but also from as far away as Williamsport and West 
Chester, PA and even NJ! Many people shared that they 
were blessed by the evening. One comment written on an 
evaluation form was:

Back to School…Back to Bible Club!
By Tara Kelley, Director, Disability Ministries

 “Thank-you for doing this event each year. The 
spiritual aspect is what means the most to me over 

the other agencies and supports in the community.”

CD’s of the event are available. Contact H*VMI. We’d be 
grateful for a small donation to Minds Renewed to offset 
production and mailing costs. 

Minds Renewed 
National Day of Prayer 
for Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding
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2016 Summer Ministries
From Larry Lamina, Director, H*VMI Ghana

“Stats” are below; but they are 
only a small reflection of 

the heart of the amazing ministry 
the H*VMI Ghana team conducts 
all summer (and year round). 
The pictures get closer to the 
heart. And getting closer still is 
Kyle Robinson’s reflections on 

his first trip to Ghana this past summer. (Be sure to 
read Kyle’s article, “Impressions of a First-Time Visit 
to Ghana.”) Kyle, along with Tim Sheetz and Jackie 
England had the opportunity to participate in some 
of the programs mentioned below. 

Disability Camp - July 25-29  
85 attended, including those in wheelchairs, some 
who are blind and some who are Deaf, 8 decisions for 
the Lord; 14 Audio Bibles distributed 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) - August 1-5  
170 children, ages 6-12, attended with 6 decisions for 
the Lord

VBS - August 6-14  
185 youth, ages 13-18, attended with 18 decisions for 
the Lord  

VBS - August 15-19 
260 children, ages 5-18, attended with 183 decisions 
for the Lord 

Bridge to Restoration Conference - August 1-7 
(taught by Jackie England, Director, H*VMI REST 
Ministries) 53 women attended along with pastors, 
church leaders and Sunday school teachers

ACCRA

A T L A N T I C  O C E A N

GHANA

Gulf of Guinea

Children receive pencil bags, this year’s Handi*Camp project.

Children at Vacation Bible School.

Jackie England teaching at the Bridge to Restoration Conference.
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“Over here, over here. He’s over here!” The children in 
the Bible Club in the slums of Ghana, West Africa 

yelled to me and pointed. It was our last day in Ghana and I 
had just walked through 500 yards of the most impoverished 
community I had ever experienced. It was hard to see the 
hurt and the pain that surrounded me on our way through 
those slums to visit the weekly Bible Club run by the team 
at H*VMI Ghana. We arrived at our destination. In a room 
that would comfortably seat 35 adults, about 150 kids had 
gathered to hear the Word of God. Philip Darko, a missionary 
with H*VMI Ghana, was leading the group. God has gifted 
him with strong leadership, yet the tenderness to be attentive 
to each child’s needs. As I entered the space, I was looking for 
my new friend, Tanko. He’s the one the children were trying to 
point out to me.

Each summer the staff of H*VMI Ghana, along with the older 
boys living at Haatso where H*VMI has a residential home 
for street children, welcome kids from that slum community 
to a VBS style overnight camp filled with Gospel stories and 
a variety of fun activities. Every morning Tim, Jackie and I 
traveled from the home in Haatso, where we were staying, 
to Echoing Hills to help out with the VBS. Tanko was one of 
the children from the slums attending that week of camp. We 
bonded quickly over my failing attempts to learn and speak 
Twi, the language spoken in that region of Ghana. 

Every afternoon we made the trip to a small Baptist church in 
Osu to support Jackie England, Director of H*VMI’s REST 
Ministries, as she presented the Bridge to Restoration Seminar 
dealing with recovery from abuse. It was such a blessing to 
me to see the people who attended; and to hear the questions 
being asked and the testimonies shared. By the end of the week 
there were 16 churches represented and more than 50 manuals 
distributed. Pastors and women who served the church were 
at this seminar, eager to learn about identifying and helping 
women who have been abused. Some people attending had 
been abused themselves. Hearing this seminar brought them 
closer to restoration. 

Watching God work in all the areas of H*VMI Ghana and seeing 
the overwhelming need that is there was life changing for me. 

So, there I was in the slum community in Ghana, West Africa, 
surrounded by more hurt and pain than I’ve ever seen; and, 
what was I feeling? HOPE. Hope that these children and their 

families are being exposed to the Gospel every week. 
Hope because of the capable, qualified and amazing 
H*VMI Ghana staff and volunteers. Hope because the 
God I serve in the USA is the God Who is changing 
lives in Ghana. Hope that kids like Tanko can have the 
hope of heaven that I have. Praise the Lord that we 
serve a God of HOPE. 

I did get to see my friend one last time at that Bible club, 
after listening to the kids’ screams and following their 
pointing fingers. I prayed for him and said “Good-bye” 
in Twi (“nanti yie”) and we left to catch our flight home. 
After returning home, I missed being in Ghana and 
began thinking about the day I can return. 

Even though our visits are welcomed and appreciated, 
H*VMI’s policy is to not have American missionaries go 
live in other countries. Rather, we believe training to be 
the core component of our overseas mission work. The 
citizens of Ghana, the people who have lived there their 
whole lives, like Larry Lamina (Director) and Philip 
Darko, are much better equipped to reach the people 
in their own country. There is no language barrier, no 
cultural misinterpretations; just God’s Word in the 
hands of gifted and capable people serving Him in their 
home country. 

Please pray with us for H*VMI Ghana’s ministry across 
the ocean and the “Tankos” who need to hear about 
HOPE in Christ. 

Impressions of a First-Time Visit to Ghana
By Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Director of H*VMI

Kyle and Tanko
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Nearly 3,000 years ago, David, the King of Israel, 
determined to build a temple to God—a replacement 

for the tabernacle which had accompanied Israel since they 
fled Egypt nearly 500 years earlier; and, finally, a permanent 
home for the Ark of the Covenant. David believed that the 
tabernacle was only a temporary provision for housing the 
Ark and serving as the dwelling place of God among His 
people. David had a vision for the future—a vision of 
the temple to be built to honor God. We are told in  
1 Chronicles 22:5 that David “made ample preparations 
before his death.” The King James Version of the Bible 
says that “David prepared abundantly.” The New English 
translation says that David “made extensive preparations.”

H*VMI has ministered for more than 43 years. We’ve 
quartered in many locations and have ministered in 
camping facilities leased from others which, in recent 
years, have been deteriorating. These have all been 
temporary homes for the ministry. We now have a vision 
to build a permanent home—a place which can serve as 
a center for ministry and can provide quality camping 
facilities. Although we don’t expect it to take more than 
seven years, as it did David in his temple preparations, we 
have been making “extensive preparations” for H*VMI’s 

future. After many months of searching, H*VMI signed 
an agreement to purchase the Westview Golf Course 
property in Akron Borough last October as the site for the 
ministry’s new home.

Since that time, we have been actively involved in 
“extensive preparations.” We’ve assembled a gifted team 
of volunteer Christian professionals to advance this 
project: Engineer John Roche of Vision Engineering, Inc., 
has prepared a site plan portraying the uses to be made 
of the property; Architect Steve Fry of Fry Associates 
Architecture, has prepared floorplans and conceptual 
renderings of the buildings planned for the center; Andre 
Teleguz has provided kithcen concept and design; and Jim 
Stauffer, retired president of Ames Construction, Inc., has 
agreed to provide project management for construction of 
the facilities. 

After extensive research, H*VMI, together with our 
friend, Robin Seidel, president of Westview Golf Course, 
Inc., presented a petition to Akron Borough Council 
for amendment of the provisions of the Akron Borough 
Zoning Ordinance to permit the facility H*VMI envisions 
to be developed on the golf course property. We have had 
hearings before the Akron Borough Council and the Akron 

PROPERTY  
PREPARATION   
PRAYER
By Bob Weaver, H*VMI Board of Directors

Note from: Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Director of H*VMI and Property Committee 
Chairman: At our recent banquet, our theme was “Hope For Times Like These.” We laid out 
an acrostic for the word, HOPE: Humility, Opportunity, Preparation and Encouragement. 
Members of our Board and Staff presented each letter. Just like the letter “P” in Property, so 
we have “P” for Preparation: H*VMI’s Preparation for the Future. We believe, and have for 
some time, that God is leading H*VMI toward having a place of our own. At this time last 
year, we identified the Westview Golf Course in Akron, PA as the potential site of our future 
ministry center. Since then, we have been working tirelessly to acquire this property and get 
the approvals needed to develop it. Bob Weaver, a member of our Board of Directors, has 
been at the forefront of the H*VMI Property Project. He spoke on H*VMI’s Preparation 
concerning this project at the banquet. Below is an excerpt from what he shared.
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Borough Planning Commission; and the proposal has been 
endorsed by the Lancaster County Planning Commission. 
We have met with various officials and their Counsel to iron 
out details regarding the amendment. The Akron Borough 
Planning Commission has recommended approval of the 
proposal to Borough Council, and we contemplate action 
on the amendment in the next two months. 

The Preparations required for this project are truly 
EXTENSIVE. Ministry staff and the professional team 
have devoted and will be devoting many hours of detailed 
work before the approved final plan is ready for recording, 
and H*VMI can begin contractor bidding and commence 
construction of the first building.

These EXTENSIVE PREPARATIONS will also involve 
YOU. Building H*VMI a permanent home where it can 
best minister to those in need is a project, the scope of 
which has only, to this point, been dreamed of by this 
mission agency. There is a part that every friend of H*VMI 
can have in seeing this dream become reality. It is our 
hope that you will prayerfully consider what part the Lord 
would have you play in this project.

Which brings me to the most important part of the 
Extensive Preparations: PRAYER. We, as a Board and 

Staff, have been in diligent prayer about this project for 
many months, and even years. This is a very complex 
project, and we all know that it is well beyond our human 
abilities and wisdom to complete. The Lord has brought 
many pieces together in the construction of this complex 
puzzle thus far. But many pieces remain to be placed in 
their proper places. We rely on the Lord for guidance. We 
ask that you join us in bringing this before Him.

• Pray for wisdom and stamina for the staff and the 
professional team. 

• Pray that we will shine Christ’s light to the officials 
and attorneys before whom we appear. 

• Pray for the Lord’s direction, showing you what part 
you should play in bringing this dream to reality.

• And pray that, in all of this, His perfect will is done.

The Lord tells us in Hebrews 11 that “Faith is being sure of 
what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see.”  
We would be presumptuous to say that we have “faith” that 
H*VMI’s dream of a new home will become a reality. But 
we are sure of God’s faithfulness. And though we cannot 
“see” His thoughts, we have faith that He is in control and 
will direct H*VMI’s path. 

General Recreation 
Area

Pool

Basketball
Court

Playground
Pool 
Storage
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S�eam

Cocalico 
Creek

Fishing
P	d
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5

6

7
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3 4

1. Quad Cabin
2. Multi-Purpose
 • Chapel –upper level  
 • Dining Hall–lower level

3. Pavilion
4. Office
5-7.  Full-time Staff Residences

Rothsville Road
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Bob and Lulu McAfee, Hosts/Facilitators for the BASIS 
Support Group in Williamstown, NJ.

Our son, Richard, was an E.M.T. He left our house at 
5:30 PM on Monday, July 19, 2004 to go to work at 

a medical transportation company. At 7:30 AM the next 
morning, a police officer from our township knocked on 
our door and told us our son either fell asleep or passed 
out while driving home, hit a tree and was killed. As you 
can imagine, our lives changed instantly! Our first-born 
son was gone and pieces of our hearts went with him.

One Sunday evening a week or two later, Joye Jones and 
her friend, Floss Schauer, (both of whom had previously 
lost sons) showed up at our house. They told us they were 
from the BASIS support group, which I had never heard 
of before. They shared their stories and invited Bob and 
me to an upcoming meeting. We both agreed because we 
felt we needed all the support we could get. We began 
attending the monthly meetings. The burden of our loss 
eased with every meeting. Sharing stories with other 
parents who suffered the loss of children helped us so 

much. It also helped to be able to share our memories of 
Richard and to hear the memories the other parents had of 
their children. Most importantly, we felt comforted being 
around people who understood how we felt—especially 
during holidays, birthdays, anniversaries, etc. Over time, 
we started hosting the meetings at our house and Judy 
Blore, the former BASIS Director, would lead them.

In 2012, three of our four parents became ill and passed 
away over an eight-month span. During that time, we had 
no choice but to stop hosting the meetings, although we 
still attended occasionally. Judy Blore retired and Don 
Allison became the Director of BASIS. In 2015, we began 
attending the meetings regularly after hearing that Carole 
Muller, the woman at whose house our son crashed, 
lost her son as well. We felt it was important for us to 
support her since she helped us greatly to understand the 
circumstances of our son’s accident. Over time, we began 
feeling bad that Don had to travel 2-3 hours each way to 
lead our meetings. At this year’s BASIS breakfast in Aldan, 
PA, we spoke with Don about the possibility of us helping 
him lead the South Jersey BASIS group. We hosted our 
first meeting in September and look forward to hosting 
many more meetings in the future.

BASIS is a group where you’ll never feel alone. Regardless 
of the number of people who attend a given meeting, you 
are always surrounded by people who share feelings all 
parents who lose children feel at some time during their 
grief journeys. It’s a safe place where you can cry and share 
your feelings of pain and loss without fear of being judged. 
Eventually you’ll even learn to laugh again (and get over the 
feelings of guilt about laughing). While you’ll never truly 
“get over” the loss of your child, you’ll hopefully learn to 
manage your loss and, with God’s help, learn to “live” again.

We are extremely thankful that God has given us the 
opportunity to meet so many people at BASIS meetings 
and events – some with whom we have built lifelong bonds. 
We are also thankful that the staff at H*VMI has placed their 
trust in us to lead the South Jersey BASIS group.

(Editor’s note:  See schedule of BASIS Support Groups 
under CALENDAR in this issue of Increase.)

H*VMI  
Volunteers

for Jesus
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless but because they are priceless!!!
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The Annual Golf Outing  
Metamorphosed into a New, Very Enjoyable Event

At the last minute, we needed to change our plans for H*VMI’s Annual Golf 
Outing in South Jersey. So we adjusted… 

 South Jersey   Æ	Lancaster County, PA; 
 full golf course  Æ	a pitch and putt course; 
 mulligans  Æ	a mega meal at Shady Maple, 
one of Lancaster PA’s well-known and loved places to eat. Rather than just talking about 
our dream to move H*VMI onto a new property, we moved our golfers onto that very 
property and were able to share more about our vision. Kyle Robinson staked posters 
at each tee, describing what will take place at that very location as God enables us to 
purchase and develop the property. The standing joke at H*VMI is: What are you 
thinking? You’re bringing a group of golfers to a golf course and telling them that you’re 
praying for this golf course to disappear to become H*VMI’s new home?! This year’s 
golfers understood and captured the vision! Overall, it was a great metamorphosis.

Some golfers were new this year. Some had attended our South Jersey events. Here are 
some comments we heard:

“It was a challenging pitch and putt course.”

“This course is for golfers and non-golfers alike.”

“It was an opportunity to practice my short game.”

“The fellowship was better – instead of a foursome getting  
into two different carts and driving off,  

we walked and talked together between tees.”

“It was nice that it didn’t take up so much of the day.”

“Shady Maple Smorgasbord was a great  
way to end the day.”

“Can we do it this way next year?”



PAGE 12

I want to help H*VMI share the Source of certainty in these uncertain times…

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  Increase is published quarterly.  Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  Design:  Claire Krout

Online Opportunities 
Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of a 
designated missionary. Shop by going through links on our 
site and H*VMI will get a percentage from your purchases. 
Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

Visit us at hvmi.org and keep up with:

• Ministry Events and Dates
• Blogs
• Resources 
• Missionary Information
• New Property Updates

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™  •  PO Box 122  •  Akron, PA 17501-0122  •  717.859.4777  •  hvmi.org

s Name

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                                 s Email address 

Method of Payment:  o Cash   o Check  (Please make checks payable to H*VMI.) 

 Credit Card # : _________________________ Exp. Date:  ___ / ___

 o Visa  o MasterCard   o Discover   o AmExpress    CVV/CVC code ______

 Name as it appears on card:  ________________________________

 Signature:  __________________________________________

 Date: _____________     All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank you!

Please send me information about:
o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT)     o Gifts of Stock   
o Planned Giving Opportunities

Please print your contact information below. 

o  Please accept my/our gift of $ __________________________ .

Ministry Departments
BASIS ~ Ministering to parents who have experienced the loss of 
a child through a support system of personal contact, newsletters, 
support groups and other activities; and support for children in 
coping with the loss of a loved one. 

Disability Ministries ~ Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
Providing encouragement, Biblical instruction and recreational 
opportunities for people with disabilities through year-round 
programs and summer camp; supporting parents of children with 
disabilities through resources, special events and group meetings; 
and training individuals and churches to better understand and 
meet the needs of people with disabilities and their families 
through seminars and awareness events.

International  ~ Ministering in Ghana, West Africa and training 
nationals throughout the world as they develop ministry outreaches 
to people with special needs and life challenges.

Minds Renewed ~ Helping people renew their minds in God’s 
Word, with spiritual support and encouragement for people 
addressing mental health issues personally or with a loved one.

REST Ministries ~ Offering hope to the hurting, abused and 
addicted in the church and in the community.

Seminars ~ Training Christian workers and lay people seeking to 
serve, and encouragement for those dealing with a wide variety 
of issues including: grief and loss; mental health; abuse and 
restoration; divorce; and disability.

Twilight Senior Ministries ~ Bringing the Gospel and Christ’s love 
to the elderly through visitation and Bible Studies.

H*VMI Mission Statement
H*VMI exists to share the compassion of Christ by 
walking alongside individuals facing life’s challenges 

and equipping others to do the same.

H*VMI Vision Statement
H*VMI provides support, programs, resources and 
training so the people we serve may be included as 
growing and serving members of the Body of Christ.


