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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7

F
A

L
L

2
0

1
5

Good News for Insecure Times
By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

As a young child, I recall times I 
climbed under furniture in my 

house or built a make-believe tent 
using a blanket and rope, and buried 
myself inside it. Those were places I 
would use as a safe, secure spot in my 
little world—places where I could 
escape whatever turmoil might be 

going on around me. Perhaps you did something similar 
as you were growing up. 

As we get older, issues that create turmoil in our lives 
become more complex. With aging, tho’, it’s no longer 
appropriate to build the old blanket tent. And, I don’t 
know about you, but I quickly became too big (or my 
body too inflexible) to crawl under furniture! The turmoil 
has become greater—the places to escape less available.

Today, in our country 
we find turmoil brewing 
with nowhere to run and 
hide! Decisions are being 
made by people in “high” 
places; decisions with 
which I, and maybe you, 
can’t agree; decisions 
that affect our lives dramatically. In the midst of those 
decisions over which we have no control, we can easily 
sense rejection because of a personal stand on issues. 
We can become fearful and anxious. We might feel too 
weak to do anything about the things happening in 
our country, and, therefore, in our personal world! We 
can easily wonder—is there a place to escape? Is there 
any security?

I’m thankful to say—YES—there is a secure place, one 
that’s not a temporary escape. That place is Scripture 
where we read promises direct from our Creator Who 
loves us dearly. Scripture is God’s Word, it’s true and, 
gratefully, it will last forever. 

God speaks to our hearts as He did to His people in 
Isaiah 41:9-10 (NASB). 

REJECTION? God states in verse 9 that we are chosen by 
Him. Remember—when the world rejects us because of 
beliefs we may hold, the One Who really matters, the One 
with Whom we’ll be spending eternity, has chosen us!

FEAR? Fear isolates us. We think no one understands 
us or cares. Our Heavenly Father counters fear with His 
wonderful promise in verse 10, “I am with you.” The One 
Who knows us intimately (better than anyone) is there 
with us 24/7.

ANXIETY? What will tomorrow bring? Each decision, 
each day seems more troublesome than the last. God says, 
also in verse 10, “I am your God.” What a relief to know 
that He lovingly has our day, our life already mapped out. 
He is God and whispers directly into our hearts, “Rest. Be 
still. I am in control.”

WEAKNESS? When we feel like there is nothing we 
can do to make a difference in our world, God assures us 
in verse 10, “I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, 
surely I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

In the midst of life’s turmoil, God calms the sea of despair 
with Truth from His unchangeable Word. He says, “Be still 
and know that I am God.” THAT’S SECURITY!

“I’m thankful to say 
—YES— 

there is a secure 
place, one that’s not  

a temporary escape.”

9 “You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth,
 And called from its remotest parts
 And said to you, ‘You are My servant,
 I have chosen you and not rejected you.
10 ‘Do not fear, for I am with you;
 Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.
 I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,
 Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’”
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Rest Ministries Update –  
God at Work Building Relationships

By Jackie England, Director, H*VMI’s REST Ministries

Want some ice cream? It’s free!” Irresistible on 
a hot, summer night, isn’t it? That is what the 

REST Street Ministry Team was counting on as we hit 
the streets of Elkton, Maryland recently. The seven of 
us were on a mission to bring hope and encouragement 
to those who were out on that night. Dressed in bright 
yellow t-shirts, we were hard to miss. We began the 
evening offering ice cream to an older gentleman, sitting 
under a small tree. He gratefully accepted and allowed 
us to pray for him. As we continued down the street, we 
encountered a couple of guys in the process of repairing 
a door and stopped to chat with them. As Erica, leader of 

the street ministry, spoke 
with the two gentlemen, a 
mother holding her eight-
month-old son, came out 
to see what was going on. 
Soon, the news of our free 
ice cream was making its 
way around the block. By 
the end of the night, we 
had given away a lot of ice 
cream and had opportunity 
to pray for many of those 

we met. A few took the ice cream but declined the 
offer of a prayer—this time. Many seemed to appreciate 
the opportunity to tell their story to someone who was 
interested in listening. We left the streets hot, bug bitten and 
a bit tired but with the knowledge that we had made some 
connections and were beginning to get a name for ourselves.

Why were we out in such garish t-shirts on a hot summer 
night? Good question— the answer is simple. We are in 
the beginning stages of our ministry to women who are 
being trafficked/exploited for sex, an increasing problem 
in our country that goes on unnoticed in many of our 
small towns. It is a crime that takes place behind closed 
doors, made more secretive by technology. While girls 
used to stand on street corners, now they are advertised 
on internet sites and “dates” are made via cell phones. 
Many of these girls feel trapped in this life and this 
hopelessness keeps them on the streets. As we begin this 
ministry, it is our desire to make ourselves known as 
people who are friendly and represent a loving God who 
desires to bring them freedom and healing through a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. We believe that as we are 

consistent in our ministry, people will begin to trust us; 
and we can begin to build relationships that will lead to 
opportunities to help these women realize their value and 
worth and find meaning and purpose for their lives. 

As Director of REST Ministries, I have committed to 
walk the streets in prayer before the team walks them 
in ministry. It is my desire to have others join me as I 
commit the team, the people and the results to the plans 
and purposes of God. What a blessing it has been to take 
to the streets, heart filled with prayers of thanksgiving 
and praise, offering up petitions to the Creator and 
Sustainer of the Universe. The street ministry team goes 
out the evenings of the first and third Tuesday of the 
month, and the prayer team will be on the streets earlier 
in the day. Unlike the street ministry team, this prayer 
ministry team is incognito—we do not wish to draw 
attention to ourselves, but merely to walk the streets 
asking for God’s blessing and protection for the ministry 
that evening. 

During the day, the streets are filled with people taking 
care of business. Main Street, Elkton, is the center of 
our county government. Our circuit court and district 
court stand across from each other, housed in imposing 
buildings surrounded by law offices and professional 
buildings. At night, the streets are quieter and the 
parking lots are empty. The hustle and bustle is gone. 
It is a good environment to make connections with 
individuals and to represent Christ. One young woman, 

REST’s Street Ministry Team
“We are in the 

beginning stages 
of our ministry to 
women who are 
being trafficked/

exploited for sex…”

continued on page 3
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Handi*Camp Intersects 
with REST Ministries 

Each year our Handi*Campers work together on a 
mission’s project. This year the project involved 

bringing to camp some personal items to put into bags to 
be distributed to the women with whom REST Ministries 
staff and volunteers are working to build relationships. 
The gift bags that Handi*Campers assembled included 
items such as bath soap, lotion, food snacks, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, chewing gum, tissue packages…

The campers also wrote personal notes to include in their 
gift bags. Candace wrote: “Jesus loves you. He loves you the 
way you are.” Janine wrote: “For this care package is for 
you to remember God’s love and I am praying for you if you 
are lonely but God is with you all the time and God cares 
supply all your needs.” [sic]

who asked us to pray that her boyfriend would quit 
beating her, caught up with us later and shared that 
she had a hard time believing in God when bad things 
happened, but He always sent her a sign to encourage 
her. That night, “those people in yellow” were her sign 
that God exists. It is our prayer that we will be able to 
continue to minister to her and others in a way that 
brings glory to God.

One of the things that we are learning is to be still—to 
take the time to focus on the person in front of us and to 

see him or her through 
the eyes of God. He has 
created each person 
uniquely, He values us 
immensely and He loves us 
unconditionally. It is His 
work that we are doing, 
Kingdom work that cannot 
always be measured 
or even perceived. By 

faith, we trust that He is at work in us and through us 
accomplishing His purposes. (Philippians 2:12-14)

Won’t you pray with us as we hit the streets the first and 
third Tuesdays of the month? Won’t you consider how 
God might use you to reach out to someone in your path 
who is struggling to find meaning and purpose in life? It 
is only through Jesus Christ that we find salvation—in 
fact, it is by the Name of Jesus that THIS woman stands 
before you whole. (Acts 4:10-12)

“Won’t you pray 
with us as we hit the 
streets the first and 

third Tuesdays of  
the month?” 

H*VMI Upcoming 
Events 2015

September 11-12  H*VMI Board of Directors 
Meeting, 
H*VMI Office, Ephrata  PA 

September 28 Golf Outing, Centerton Golf Club, 
Pittsgrove NJ

September/October Start-up of support groups and 
Bible clubs

October 3 Lancaster County Banquet, 
Yoders, New Holland PA 

October 6  National Day of Prayer for 
Mental Illness Recovery and 
Understanding,  
Calvary Church, Lancaster PA

For more information,  
visit hvmi.org or  

call 717.859.4777.

REST Ministries—continued from page 2
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How Do You Spell Camp???
By Tara Kelley, Handi*Camp Director

CARE God’s abundant CARE was evident. 
• We faced no major medical emergencies. 
• A bad storm came through that, once again, knocked out power at 

Malaga Camp. Thankfully, 12 hours later, electricity was restored just 
in time to keep us from having to rent generators! 

• In times of challenge, God allowed us to remain unified, focused and 
able to carry on with all aspects of camp. He cared for us individually, 
so we were able to serve together collectively. 

ADVENTURE Adventure and fun are always part of camp!
• Throughout the weeks, we enjoyed: boating, campfires, s’mores, 

crafts, drama, music, sports, tasty meals and off-camp trips. 
• One camper went fishing for the first time… and caught a fish  

(the look on her face was priceless)! 
• When we took a field trip to Ocean City, NJ, a few of our staff 

members found a way to get a Bible Conference guest who uses a 
wheelchair down to the beach just so she could put her feet in the 
sand. Each day we woke up to new things HE was at work doing!

MINISTRY Camp’s main purpose is to share the Lord and His Word. 
• Our various teaching themes included God’s Great Big Wonderful 

World; Rock Solid; Lessons from the Psalms; the Life of David and 
How to Find True Security. We especially enjoyed the opportunity 
to present His Truth to new campers. 

• Our campers (and staff) learned another “record long” Bible 
memory verse, complete with motions… Psalm 34:3-4! 

• One camper prepared and presented his annual “mini-sermon” 
during one of our chapel times. 

• Family and friends joined us for our camper-led worship service. 
• Campers participated in our missions project—putting together 

personal care bags for our street ministry through the REST branch 
of H*VMI. MINISTRY is why Handi*Camp/H*VMI exists!

PROMISE  God’s PROMISE is to continue growing the seeds of 
His Word planted in people’s lives. God’s PROMISES give us hope and 
a future. Camp is not the “end!”

• Please pray for the campers, guests and staff as they return to their 
homes and their regular schedules. 

• Pray for the discipleship programs the Disability Ministries branch 
of H*VMI provides throughout the year (Bible clubs, parent support 
groups, newsletters, etc.). 

• Pray for the future of our camp ministry as we pursue ways to 
develop and expand our programs in the years ahead! 

Handi*Camp 
Facts and Figures 

 Attendees:  129 campers and Conference  
  guests (3 were first-timers)
   from PA, NJ, MD, WI, DE, NY,  
  CT; Puerto Rico; Canada
 Staff: 13 Fulltime H*VMI,  
  59 summer staff,  
  13 volunteers
  from  PA, NJ, FL, MD, NE, NC,  
  AZ, CA, VA, WV, ND;  
  and Ghana, West Africa
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Handi*Camp  
Staff Testimonial

(Editor’s note: the following is from an email sent 
to us from someone who served at Handi*Camp 
as one of our nurses. This person wishes to 
remain anonymous.)

Just a note to thank you all for all of the 
things you’ve taught me at Handi*Camp. 
Last night at work, I got an admission in the 
middle of the night. It was a young patient 
with a rare genetic disorder that had recently 
caused severe neurological symptoms. He 
was totally oriented, but unable to speak. His 
only method of communication was hand 
gestures indicating “yes” and “no.” The things 
I’ve learned at Handi*Camp enhanced 
(exponentially) the care I was able to give 
him. I was comfortable talking to him like I 
would talk to any other patient. We were able 
to communicate pretty effectively with just 
“yes” or “no” questions, and I was able to use 
some other communication techniques I’d 
learned at H*C to help when the “yes” or “no” 
was not clear. For this situation, the things I 
learned at H*C were way more helpful than 
anything I’d learned in nursing school.
I just wanted to let you know the impact that 
you all have extends beyond where you may 
be able to see. God is using you!
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The Lancaster County Community Foundation 
is, once again, sponsoring their Extraordinary 

Give program. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
organizations like H*VMI to experience—and their 
ministry partners to help provide—a financial boost to 
help meet needs. The program is open to organizations 
in Lancaster County—but, donations can come from 
any geographic location.

H*VMI donors gave generously as we participated in this 
program in 2013 ($27,685) and 2014 ($27,275), and with 
our percentage of the “stretch pool” funds and prizes the 
Extraordinary Give program includes, we actually received 
$30,393 (2013) and $27,818 (2014). WHAT A BLESSING! 
What a testimony to God’s faithfulness to H*VMI.

National Day of Prayer for 
Mental Illness Recovery  
and Understanding
By Cathi Myers, Director, H*VMI’s Minds Renewed Ministry

Along with No Longer Alone Ministries, Faith 
Friendship Ministries and Calvary Church, 

H*VMI’s Minds Renewed Ministry is sponsoring our 
7th annual program for the National Day of Prayer for 
Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding.The theme 
is: Mental Health Crisis - There IS Hope.

There IS Hope for people with mental illness and their 
loved ones to learn how to prevent, manage and recover 
from mental health crisis. After an opening time of 
prayer, we will be having a panel discussion on our event 
theme. Our moderator and panelists have had many 
years of experience helping others find hope in the face 
of mental health crisis. Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the 
Executive Director of H*VMI, will be the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening.

For more information contact Cathi Myers at  
717-859-4777 ext.110

The opportunity is coming again this fall—on November 
20th. We’ll give you specific details about how/when to 
donate as the time gets closer. In the meantime, tho’, 
please don’t hold back your donations for H*VMI, 
waiting for the Extraordinary Give program. We need 
them EVERY DAY. We need them NOW! Our hope, our 
prayer is that donations through Extraordinary Give, 
when that time comes, will be IN ADDITION to the 
giving you already do for H*VMI.

Apart from the “official” Extraordinary Give program, 
here at H*VMI, we see EVERY donation, every dollar 
donated to H*VMI as EXTRAORDINARY—just 
the way we see you, our EXTRAORDINARY prayer 
warriors and financial donors!!!
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We’re Excited!
By Bob Weaver, H*VMI Board Member

If you’ve been to Handi*Camp at Malaga or Sankanac, 
you know. If you’ve wished that there could be a place 

for study groups, support groups, etc., you know. If you’ve 
ever wished H*VMI could provide a place for bereaved 
parents and parents of children with disabilities to get 
away, you know. If you’ve ever been to our office (which 
has been moving a lot lately!), you know. H*VMI needs 
a permanent home!
If you’ve been a regular reader of Increase, or if you’ve 
attended one of our recent banquets, or if you’ve talked 
to any of our staff, you know that H*VMI has been 
looking for a new home for several years.

Well, we’ve found a place that may meet H*VMI’s and 
your needs! A place for Handi*Camp. A place for groups 
and for emotionally and physically exhausted parents. A 
place where ministry can expand. A permanent home.
We’re working hard on this project and trusting the 
Lord to bring together the pieces to this complex puzzle 
in the right order at the right times.

So now, more than ever, we need your prayers, seeking 
the Lord’s will and His direction in establishing 
H*VMI’s permanent home. In the coming months, as 
the Lord brings the puzzle pieces together, we’ll tell you 
more about this exciting project.

And we will soon be kicking off our biggest piece of this 
puzzle: our new home for H*VMI capital campaign.
We ask you all to pray diligently regarding what part 
the Lord will have you play in this challenge. And who 
among your friends, associates, and acquaintances 
might want to hear about this exciting project and join 
us in advancing the Lord’s work. His funds are in your 
hands. Please seek His direction in how to use them 
in His service. And watch for news about the capital 
campaign and how you can have a vital part in realizing 
the dream of a permanent home for H*VMI.

We’re excited!  
We hope you’re getting excited, too!

Then and Now
Kyle and Jessica Robinson, son 

and daughter of Brian and Sandy 
Robinson, are pictured here in 1998. They 
were both born while Brian was the Director 
of Handi*Camp. God grew them up in Him 
and into adulthood and now they both serve 
at Handi*Camp. Kyle is H*C’s Program 
Director (and is also Assistant to the 
Executive Director of H*VMI) and Jessica 
is one of our all-important H*C nurses.
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Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry Departments
BASIS ~C2H2
support for bereaved parents and for grieving children  
and teens

Disability Ministries ~ Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
provides programs, resources and support for people with 
disabilities and their families

International 
equipping national workers worldwide; satellite ministry  
in Ghana

Minds Renewed
helping people obtain optimal health (Interwoven Health); 
addressing mental health issues

REST Ministries
making God real to the hurting

Seminars
providing training and resources on a variety of ministry topics

Twilight Senior Ministries 
serving senior citizens and their families

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

Increase is published quarterly.  Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  Design:  Claire Krout

The Fall 2015 United Way Campaigns are kicking 
off in most areas at this time. You may be looking 

for a way to be sure your United Way donation goes 
toward a program that you wholeheartedly support. If 
your local United Way allows Donor Option (or Donor 
Choice), you can decide where your gift goes. H*VMI’s 
Handi*Camp, BASIS and REST Ministries programs 
have been approved by several United Way offices 
to receive Donor Option designations. We are very 
thankful for these additional gifts toward our camping 
program for children, teens and adults with physical 
and/or intellectual disabilities; our bereaved parents’ 
support ministry; and our ministry to people who are 
abused or hurting! 

If you would like to designate all or part of your United 
Way donation this fall, simply list either: Handi*Camp 
(Handi*Vangelism), BASIS (Handi*Vangelism) or  
REST Ministries (Handi*Vangelism) as the Donor 
Option agency on your designation form. Be sure to 
include our office address (PO Box 122, Akron PA  
17501-0122) so your United Way office can contact us. 
The Donor Choice form for the United Way of 
Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey 
includes a space for an agency code number:  
 Handi*Camp #1113 
 BASIS #7659 
 REST Ministries #12000 
Thank you for prayerfully considering one of these 
H*VMI programs as part of your United Way donation.

United Way Campaign

Scan this QR code with your 
smart phone and go directly 

to our website!

Online Opportunities
Visit our website, hvmi.org, for:

•  Ministry programs and dates
•  Blogs
•  Resources 
•  Missionary information

Help Support H*VMI
Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of a designated missionary. 
Shop by going through links on our site and H*VMI will get a percentage from 
your purchases. Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

®®

We’re Planning a Party!
You’re Invited.  
Your invitation and  

R.S.V.P. are enclosed.  
We hope you’ll join us in person  

or in heart. 


