
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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I love the way the Message 
translates Proverbs 29:18:  

“If people can’t see what God 
is doing, they stumble all over 
themselves; but when they 
a�end to what He reveals, they 
are most blessed.”
In the hustle and bustle of life and 
ministry, it’s easy to get caught in 
the trap of “just doing it!” �ere’s always 
PLENTY to keep us busy, so we don’t need or want 
to look for anything new to add to our to-do lists. But, 
it’s so important to be sensitive to what God is doing in 
our lives; how He’s working; and what plans He has for 
us. We can be sure that, when we keep our eyes on Him 
and seek His mind before we make a move, we can go 
forward without stumbling and with con�dence.
H*VMI is dedicated to following God’s footsteps into 
each new day; and, many of those days, it seems, are 
�lled with new and exciting opportunities. Here’s a 
sampling, and you can read more about some of them in 
this issue of Increase:

• Kyle Robinson has accepted the Board-approved 
position of Assistant to the Executive 
Director. �ere’s MUCH more to this story, 
so be sure to read his testimony.

• C2H2 is a ministry, under BASIS, which 
reaches out to children who have experienced 

the death of someone 
close to them. Director, 
Michelle Noble, has 

shared a summary of the 
things God is doing in 

that ministry.
•  REST Ministries is 

embarking on a new ministry 
to women who are victims of sex 

tra�cking. �e overwhelming burden 
for this type of ministry has long been on the 
hearts of Jackie England, REST’s Director, 
and her co-worker, Judy Edinger. �at 
ministry is now aggressively moving forward.

• Handi*Camp, under the capable leadership 
of Tara Kelley and the H*VMI camp team, is 
making plans for our 42nd year. 

• We continue with due diligence to search 
for a permanent home for H*VMI and 
Handi*Camp. 

How is God directing YOUR footsteps today? His 
Word, talking to Him and bouncing ideas o� His 
people will give you direction. It’s what we do in 
H*VMI to discern each next step. And, like you, 
H*VMI only desires to go where God leads us and to 
do what He reveals to us. Please pray with us. �en, we 
will all be most blessed –and He will be glori�ed.
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what a di�cult journey that can be and have personally 
experienced the comfort and peace that only God’s Word 
can o�er. I reviewed the volunteer opportunities available 
and submi�ed a request for more information.

I was excited to a�end a Minds Renewed meeting in 
September led by H*VMI sta�er, Cathi Myers, and Bill 
Bender, her assistant. We had such a great discussion 
based on Dr. Henry Cloud’s book Changes �at Heal; 
Scripture readings; personal sharing; and an opportunity 
to pray together. Since then, I’ve continued participating 
in our sessions, and have also helped with o�ce projects 
and special events like National Day of Prayer for 
Mental Illness Recovery and Understanding last fall. 
Our group also meets socially at a monthly morning tea 
for devotions, encouragement and prayer. I have been 
blessed by both the leaders and the participants as we 
share together in our life challenges.

Twice now I have also assisted with H*VMI’s local 
monthly Bible Club for those with special needs, and I am 
so amazed at the knowledge of the a�endees, their level of 
spiritual understanding and their contagious joy in being 
together! I feel like I receive far more than I give. 

It is a privilege and a pleasure to serve Jesus through 
H*VMI; and, I am looking forward to ge�ing to know the 
sta� be�er as well as serving the individuals and families 
the Lord gives us. �ank you for this opportunity!

Editor’s Note:  �ere are many areas of H*VMI that need 
volunteer help. If you would like to become a volunteer, please 
contact: Tara Kelley at tkelley@hvmi.org. She’ll be more than 
delighted to “plug you in.”  

Meet Flora Rebert:
My husband, Barry, and I relocated 
to Lancaster County (Talmage) 
from Berks County when we 
retired in 2012. Our �rst two years 
here we traveled, worked on home 
repairs and landscaping, and spent 
most week-ends at our cabin in 
Huntingdon County where we also 

worship and enjoy entertaining our friends. 

Having served the Lord as a volunteer peer counsellor at 
Mercy Crisis Pregnancy Center in Reading for several 
years, I was missing having a commitment to a community 
ministry and sta�. As I prayed about where to become 
involved and began some internet searches, I recalled 
that H*VMI is a local ministry serving those with special 
needs. I was immediately drawn to Minds Renewed: 
“Helping people renew their minds in God’s Word, with 
spiritual support and encouragement for people addressing 
mental health issues personally or with a loved one.” 
Having been involved with many people who struggle 
with mental health issues through the years, I know 

H*VMI Volunteers
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless but because they are priceless!!!
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Christmas Deaf Camp in Ghana 
by Larry Lamina, Director, H*VMI Ghana 

Many exciting things happened at Christmas Camp 
this year. Eighty-�ve campers arrived on 20th 

December a�er traveling for two days from remote 
villages. Brother Philip (H*VMI Missionary, Philip 
Darko) spent nights transporting campers from station 
points to the campgrounds. Favorites of campers’ 
activities were soccer games, volleyball, cra�s, Bible class, 
chapel in the evenings and picnics.  

A highlight of the camping season was seeing God work 
in the campers’ lives. Four Muslim children accepted the 
Lord as their Savior and six other campers gave their lives 
to the Lord during the 10 day camp. 

Every day was busy. Eventually, 215 campers were present 
and were full of challenges, full of the Lord’s working and 
full of fun. �e record temperature was 90-100. �is camp 
was de�nitely the busiest and the most challenging activity 
of the year in H*VMI Ghana ministries. Besides being the 
Camp Director, working with logistics and resources for 
the campers, I was also asked to interpret for Victoria, who 
is the camp nurse, as she worked with the 215 deaf campers 
and the 20 deaf sta�. 

We focused heavily 
on teaching and 
creating awareness 
on Ebola and 
will follow up by 
public sensitization 
outreach to help 
prevent the spread 

H*VMI Upcoming Events 2015
March 13-14  H*VMI Compassion Ministries Mini-Conference, First United Methodist Church, Collingswood NJ 

April 2-6  Ghana Easter Camp for the Blind

April 11 South Jersey Banquet, The Mansion, Voorhees NJ 

May 2 BASIS Breakfast, Aldan Union Church, Aldan PA 

May 15-16  H*VMI Board of Directors Meeting, H*VMI Office, Ephrata  PA 

May 20-July 3  Handi*Camp  

September 28 Golf Outing, Centerton Golf Club, Pittsgrove NJ

October 3 Lancaster County Banquet, Yoders, New Holland, PA 

of Ebola. HIV/AIDS, Cholera and Ebola are issues that 
deaf people do not have access to for information. 

Other campers evidenced spiritual growth. Please pray 
that the campers would continue to draw closer to the 
Lord at home. Finding a church to a�end can o�en be 
di�cult for our campers. Many churches either are not 
accessible or do not have programs that can meet the 
special needs of our campers. Some churches also do not 
welcome people with disabilities for fellowship. Please 
pray for our follow up coordinators. Many are the deaf 
leaders who have worked with us for many years as they 
minister to our campers throughout the year. 

Pray for an ongoing construction of a toilet facility on 
our camp  property. Ghana is in a sanitation crises due 
to poor drinking water, unsafe places for toilets, lack 
of access to latrines, safe water and poor management. 
Having a toilet facility will reduce public and community 
outbreaks of cholera and communicable diseases. We will 
need $2500 to complete the construction of toilets for 
our people. 

Editors Note: Praise God! �e $2500 has been raised!!
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Our world has an insatiable desire for money—it 
truly does make “the world go ‘round,” doesn’t 

it? And the love of money is the root of all kinds of 
evil—including but not limited to, the evil of human 
tra�cking. Can you imagine wanting money so much 
that you are willing, even eager, to exploit men, women 
and children in order to line your own pockets with 
money? �is is happening around the world, in the 
United States and in your community. �is scourge has 
caught the a�ention of our government, and as a result, 
President Obama declared January as National Slavery 
and Human Tra�cking Prevention Month. 

“Today, millions of men, women, and children are 
victims of human tra�cking. �is modern-day slavery 
occurs in countries throughout the world and in 
communities across our Nation. �ese victims face a 
cruelty that has no place in a civilized world: children 
are made to be soldiers, teenage girls are beaten and 
forced into prostitution, and migrants are exploited 
and compelled to work for li�le or no pay. It is a crime 
that can take many forms, and one that tears at our 
social fabric, debases our common humanity, and 
violates what we stand for as a country and a people.
 “Now, therefore, I, Barack Obama, President of the 
United States of America, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim January 2015 as 
National Slavery and Human Tra�cking Prevention 
Month, culminating in the annual celebration of 
National Freedom Day on February 1. I call upon 
businesses, national and community organizations, 
families, and all Americans to recognize the vital role 
we can play in ending all forms of slavery and to observe 
this month with appropriate programs and activities.”

�e vastness of the problem can be overwhelming for 
us but it is not too much for God. In the past year, we at 
REST Ministries have been researching the problem 
and praying about what we can do to be a part of God’s 
solution. We have been encouraged by the leading of 
the Lord in so many ways. Judy Edinger and I a�ended 

a conference that helped 
us to see the problem and 
to hear of how others are 
working to end human 
tra�cking. I a�ended a 
training session for a local 
ministry which is in the 
process of opening a safe 
house for rescued victims. 

Erica Berge has joined REST Ministries as a volunteer 
and her passion is in ministering to individuals who are 
caught up in the sex tra�cking industry. Erica has made 
contact with local o�cials and has found that there is a 
thriving sex industry here in our community. As a result 
of this, we at REST with the full support of H*VMI, have 
determined to do what we can to bring awareness to the 
problem and to reach out to victims of this crime, o�ering 
them whatever help we can. We have been in contact with 
the leaders of local churches as well as community leaders 
and we are exploring the possibility of opening a safe 
house in the Cecil County, MD area.

We want to encourage you—one person can make a 
di�erence in the lives of others. We know this is true; we 
need look no further than the life of Christ. Our ministry 
will include empowering others to join us in combating 
this evil. 
What can one person do?

• Educate yourself about the problem and ways you 
can be involved. “Look Beneath the Surface” is 
a campaign sponsored by the National Human 
Tra�cking Resource Center. �ey o�er all kinds of 
information and have a hotline for those who are in 
need of supportive services for the victim. You can 
reach them at 1.888.373.7888 or online at www.acf.
hhs.gov/tra�cking. �ey can help you determine if 
you have encountered victims of human tra�cking, 
identify local resources available to help victims and 
coordinate with local social service organizations 

New Vision For REST Ministries – Human Tra�cking
By Jackie England, Director

“But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish 
and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away 
�om the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” 1 Timothy 6:9-10 NAS

continued on page 5
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to assist victims so they can begin the process of 
restoring their lives. “Seeing the Unseen” Women 
At Risk International (WAR International) o�ers 
many resources that will help you to become more 
aware of those around you who might be victims and 
how to get help for them.  (1.877.END.SLAVERY 
[877.363.7528] )

• Support those who have been rescued by buying 
products they make. �ere are many ways to do this 
including hosting home parties (Trades of Hope), 
buying products marked “fair trade,” or shopping at 
stores that sell this merchandise (10,000 Villages is an 
Ephrata, PA area local merchant with stores in many 
area shopping centers). 

Thursday, November 20th was National Grieving 
Children’s Awareness Day. 1 in 7 Americans will 

lose a parent or sibling by the time they turn 20 years 
old. �ose numbers are still shocking to me, but what an 
honor it is to work with families at such a di�cult time in 
their lives. 

In 2014, I had the opportunity to work with 14 children 
ranging in age from 5 years old to 17 years old. �eir 
losses include: a Father, Grandfather, Grandmother, 
Sister and Brother. A few of my favorite stories include a 9 
year old describing her feelings of losing her Grandfather: 
“I’m glad he is with Jesus now.” And a 5 year old sharing, 
“My Dad looked just like me, except taller.” 

Kids are resilient, yet they need opportunities to ask questions, 
to be heard and to know there is a Hope of Heaven.

While looking back on 2014, I’m so grateful for the 
opportunities that God has provided. �ey include:

• �e �rst group session - 8 kids
• �e potential of 3 new families
• A possible C2H2 group near Aldan, PA
• Speaking at a Christian Preschool on how to support 

grieving children and families
• Speaking at a church conference on how to support 

grieving children

• Joining two ministry teams—Eastern Pennsylvania 
Youth Pastor Team as well as a Women in Ministry 
team (both good networking opportunities)

• Holding regular prayer meetings where people pray 
for the ministry

• Holding a volunteer training session: 5 people were 
in a�endance

• �e opportunity to speak to future ministry leaders 
at Lancaster Bible College on how to support 
grieving children and families

• One volunteer application that is in the works
• Pursuing a potential intern for the Fall of 2015

• Send �nancial support to ministries involved in 
combating this evil, such as REST Ministries, H*VMI.

• Pray for those who are involved in human tra�cking 
and those who are working to stop it. Ask God to 
bring salvation and healing to those involved and 
safety to those who are at work rescuing victims. Pray 
for an end to corruption in governments and society. 
Pray that the strongholds of violence, oppression and 
hopelessness would be broken in the name of Jesus.

• Contact us for more information, to schedule a 
seminar on the topic or for ways the church can be a 
force that God uses to topple this industry.

C2H2
By Michelle Noble, Director

Editor’s note: C2H2, a division of BASIS, provides support 
for children in coping with the loss of a loved one.

Prayer Requests: 
w	Please pray for grieving children and families.
w	Please pray for networking opportunities and that 

families who need support will be connected to C2H2.
w	Please pray for continued prayer and �nancial support. 

w	Please pray that in God’s timing C2H2 will have a 
home, a permanent location that will be a safe haven 
for grieving families in the surrounding communities.

�ank you for praying for this ministry! I look forward 
to 2015. God Bless!
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“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gi� of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.”   
Ephesians 2:8-10 KJV

These are my life verses; and I pray, as I tell you some 
history about my life and ministry, you will see why 

and be blessed. 

I grew up in the ministry of H*VMI. My father, Brian 
Robinson, was the Director of Handi*Camp for most of 
my young life. 

I accepted Christ as my Savior at a young age, and 
growing up I learned that all people are beautifully and 
wonderfully made by our amazing God. As I worked at 
Handi*Camp through my teenage years, I began to really 
fall in love with serving people who have disabilities. �is 
love for serving people grew in my older teen years as I 
continued to serve at Handi*Camp and began working 
at Friendship Community (FC) in Lancaster County at a 
group home that supported three adults with disabilities. 
As I progressed through my career at FC, God was 
leading me to join H*VMI. He was also leading me to my 
future wife. Leah came to Handi*Camp for the �rst time 

in 2008 and we bonded over our love for the people and 
the ministry. We were married in November 2010. As 
Leah and I continued to serve together at Handi*Camp 
we were drawn to fulltime ministry at H*VMI. We sat 
down with Tim Sheetz one summer at Handi*Camp 
and talked about our interest in joining the ministry. We 
applied and were accepted in 2011!

Fast forward a bit. We have been serving in the ministry 
and our responsibilities were increasing. We were raising 
support and praising the Lord to be at 30%. Leah and I 
were both balancing our outside employment with our 
ministry life, and we started feeling God’s leading for me 
to leave my fulltime job at Friendship Community. We 
had decided that we needed about 50% support through 
H*VMI to make ends meet with only one of us working. 
Leah and I talked and prayed about it, and I chose to end 
my fulltime employment with FC. We knew that the Lord 
was in control and that He would provide. We shared this 
decision with our supporters and within three months we 
were at 46% support. God is so good. In that time we also 
came to need a car due to an accident that le� one of our 
vehicles totaled. We shared this prayer request through 
our prayer le�er and, before the le�er even hit the post 
o�ce, we got a call and a car was given to us. �at year 
we were also commissioned for missionary service by 
our sending church, Brooklawn United Methodist, in 

Editor’s note:  �e Robinson name is not unfamiliar around H*VMI. Brian 
and Sandy Robinson have served with H*VMI for more than 30 years as 
Handi*Camp Director,  Handi*Camp Assistant Director, Handi*Camp 
Program Director, Discipleship Ministries Sta� and Volunteer, H*VMI 
O�ce Manager…  And, Kyle and Leah Robinson have served with H*VMI 
for nearly four years as Handi*Camp Assistant Program Director and then 
Program Director, Handi*Camp Health Care Coordinator and Director of 
Mobilization. Actually, Kyle Robinson was born into the ministry, his parents 
literally needing to hastily leave camp and get to the hospital in time for his 
birth!!!  It’s so appropriate then—so exciting—so like God—to lead and 
direct the Executive Director and Board of Directors of H*VMI to approach 
Kyle, who knows the ministry so well, to consider becoming the Assistant to the 
Executive Director of H*VMI and—well—let’s permit Kyle to tell the “rest of 
the story” in his own words… 

Kyle, Leah and Hannah Robinson

EXTRA!  EXTRA!  EXTRA EXCITING!
Kyle Robinson Named Assistant to the 
Executive Director of H*VMI
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Brooklawn, NJ. �e church had a commissioning service 
for us at the close of their mission’s month. It was such a 
blessing to take part. 

In the next years, I progressed in my responsibilities in 
the ministry, moving from Program Assistant to Program 
Director of Handi*Camp. I also took on the position of 
Director of Mobilization. I maintained two part time 
jobs outside the ministry that were making ends meet, 
one with Friendship Community and one working as a 
personal aid to a gentleman with a disability. 

As we continued to rely on God’s leading, Leah moved 
from a job at a Behavioral Healthcare Hospital to a job 
at a school, working as a one-on-one nurse with a young 
woman with a disability and some health concerns. �is 
new job allowed her to be at camp during the summer 
and maintain the other job in the o� season. Soon a�er 
that, Leah was o�ered the position of Handi*Camp 
Health Care Coordinator. She accepted that position. 
�is meant that she was planning and preparing for 
the campers and sta� before camp and caring for 
them during camp. A�er she accepted the position at 
Handi*Camp, she le� her job at the school. 

Now, neither of us were working fulltime outside the 
ministry. �is brought a new challenge for us. We had 
insurance coverage through Leah’s job which kept our 
budget manageable at our current level of support; but 
with her leaving that job, we were going to be responsible 
for our own insurance. For various reasons, we were 
stuck under a very expensive policy. �e result was that 
we needed an additional one thousand dollars per month. 
God had provided everything we needed up till then, but 
the sinful man in me began to worry, “Is this possible? 
Are we going to make it?” I was ashamed of how I was 
reacting to a situation that, as always, was totally in God’s 
control. Within a week of sending out our prayer le�er 
that would detail our insurance needs, we received a 
single donation of one thousand dollars and a call from 
a church o�ering to cover our insurance expenses for 
a month! I wavered, but God still remained faithful. 
He is always faithful, even when we doubt. Within a 
few months, God allowed us to get out from under the 
expensive policy and move to something more a�ordable. 
God also brought us additional supporters. Our support 
level rose to 58%. We were humbled and amazed by the 
blessings that God had given to us.

Our support stayed around 58% for the next years as we 
continued to minister. We were blessed with a house, a 

dog and, eventually, our beautiful daughter, Hannah. I 
remember many times si�ing, praying and talking with 
Leah and both of us marveling at how ‘things just are 
��ing together.’ Even with 58% support we were making 
it and praising God every step of the way. We were 
commi�ed to the Lord as a family and commi�ed to His 
work through H*VMI.

�en God opened a new door…

�is announcement was made recently at an H*VMI 
Family Day meeting: �e H*VMI Board has o�ered Kyle 
Robinson, and he has accepted, the position of Assistant 
to the Executive Director of H*VMI, with the expectation 
that, as God continues to lead, he will become, in time, the 
next Executive Director of H*VMI. 

When the Board of H*VMI o�ered this position to me, I 
was stunned. I took a lot of time to pray and consider this 
decision. During that time, I spoke with the people God 
has put around me who can speak wisdom into my life. 
Leah and I believed that this was truly God’s plan for us.

As I work with Tim and learn from him, I will appreciate 
your prayers. I have le� my job at FC so I can focus my 
time during the week at H*VMI. My outside employment 
was helping make ends meet so Leah and I could be in 
ministry. Since I am no longer working with FC, the 
Board has provided me some support from the ministry. 
�is does not mean, however, that we don’t need our own 
�nancial supporters. My hope is that very soon we will 
not need H*VMI to contribute any funds to our personal 
support. Just as we took our step of faith back when I 
stopped working fulltime outside of the ministry and when 
Leah became a stay at home mom, we are taking another 
step now. We are trusting that God will bring the increase; 
trusting that God will guide us through this learning 
process; and trusting that He will give us the wisdom and 
strength needed for the road ahead.  

In the beginning of this article, I referenced a verse. I 
hope that, as you read, you saw how this verse played 
out in parallel to my life. By God’s grace, I was saved…
through no work of my own…I am His workmanship. 
And I was created to do good works. God has laid out 
these good works for me and all I need to do is put Him 
�rst, keeping His Word and Truth in the forefront. Pray 
that as I transition into my new role in this ministry, 
God will remain in control. He started this ministry 
through Tim and Kathy back in 1973 and He will carry 
it forward. 
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Every summer of Handi*Camp is a NEW one (even 
though it’s our 42nd season in 2015!). We’ll have 

NEW sta� members, a handful of NEW campers or 
guests, NEW challenges, NEW meals to prepare, NEW 
Bible lessons, NEW, NEW, NEW. 

Maybe there’s a NEW way YOU can get involved to help 
H*C 2015 be the best NEW summer yet. Here are some 
ways to consider:

u	Help us �nd NEW campers/guests—folks with 
disabilities you know who might be interested in 
applying for a week of camp or Bible Conference.

u Recruit NEW sta� members—commi�ed Believers 
to serve as Counselors, Nurses, Service Sta�, Bible 
Teachers, Program Assistants/Lifeguard (maybe 
even YOU?!?).

u Donate some NEW supply items that help keep our 
expenses lower—cleaning items, cra� items, care 
items. We can provide a list for you or your church, 
Sunday school or women’s group.

u Pray some NEW prayers for Handi*Camp!  Prayers 
for wisdom, creativity and good time use as we 
prepare—for sta�ers to apply, for Bible curriculum 
development, for processing camper and sta� 
applications (lots of paperwork to do!), for activity 
and �eld trip planning (and weekly schedules), for 
our winter retreat coming up March 20-22 (this year 

for our Bible Conference session 1 guests). You can 
also be a P�YER PARTNER—commi�ing to pray 
for a camper or guest by name during his or her week 
of camp. Volunteer and we’ll send you your camper’s 
name, dates of camp week and a few requests—and 
you’ll hear from us again with a li�le report at the end 
of the summer. 

u Give us a NEW day of work at one of our camp clean-
up days—Wednesday, May 20 (in PA) or Saturday, 
June 6 (in NJ). Volunteers are needed to help get each 
camp clean and ready for the camp weeks that follow. 

u Donate some NEW dollars. We anticipate needing 
about $40,000 in donations to add to the camper/
guest fees to cover the total expenses of Handi*Camp 
2015—so we can end the year “in the black.” We try 
our best to keep our fees set at a reasonable level for 
the families of our participants—that’s the reason for 
the need of donations to �ll the “gap” in our budget. 
Some friends of Handi*Camp and H*VMI give to 
camp monthly or quarterly. Others give a one-time 
gi� sometime during the year. Use the coupon on 
page 12 to designate a gi� to Handi*Camp now if you 
so desire. 

Sta� Orientation starts Wednesday, May 20—the days 
and weeks will speed by until then. If you can help in any 
of the NEW ways mentioned above, please email me at 
brobinson@hvmi.org or use the response form on page 12 
to indicate your interest. And pray that this year will be a 
great NEW one for each person involved. 

Handi*Camp 2015
By Brian Robinson, Handi*Camp Assistant Director
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Christmas Gifts
H*VMI would like to gratefully acknowledge  

the following gifts:

From In Honor of  

Donna K. Bartron ................................ Deanna Mae Bartron

Ruth Catlin ............................................ H*VMI

Nancy Howarth ................................... H*VMI

Charles Istak ........................................ Twilight Senior Ministries

Carol Johnson ...................................... H*VMI

Mr. and Mrs. Everard Korthals ......... H*VMI’s Disability Ministries

George and Carol McCall .................. Scott and Nancy Campbell

Jim and Sharon Roberts .................... Patti Nell/Margie Kohl

Joan Robertson ................................... Earl Johnson (in memory of)

Sara Slaughter ..................................... Joy Slaughter

Mary Joanne Trice .............................. Charles and Linda Johnson

Betty Wanner ....................................... Tara Kelley/Tim and Kathy Sheetz

Extraordinary Give Update
By Brian Robinson, H*VMI O�ce Manager

H*VMI had another EXT�ORDINARY day on 
November 21st - thanks to 148 di�erent individuals 

or families who gave 340 donations during this unique 
24 hour giving event here in Lancaster County, PA. 
H*VMI’s 340 donations was the 15th highest number 
of donations out of the 307 non-pro�t organizations on 
this year’s GIVE list. �e total donated to H*VMI was 
$27,275 which was the 38th highest amount of dollars 
given. Collectively, all organizations received 31,025 
donations totaling $4,475,392!!!  Part of that grand total 
is a “stretch pool” amount of $326,125 thanks to various 
donors, including some large corporations. Another 
$50,000 of the grand total is prize money grants given 
by various businesses. H*VMI didn’t win any of the 
extra prizes this year (we won $2000 in prizes in 2013); 
but H*VMI has received a �nal sum of $27,818.37 
which includes our actual donations minus processing 
and platform fees PLUS our percentage of the “stretch 
pool” amount. 

THANK YOU to 
each friend of H*VMI 
who gave one or more 
donations back on 
November 21st. And 
thanks to all of our 
ministry donors who 
give so generously 
through one-time gi�s 
or regular donations 
throughout the year. All of these funds help us continue 
developing the ministry God has given H*VMI to do. 
�ese are our mission and vision statements: H*VMI 
exists to share the compassion of Christ by walking 
alongside individuals facing life’s challenges and 
equipping others to do the same. And, H*VMI provides 
support, programs, resources and training so the people 
we serve may be included as growing and serving members 
of the Body of Christ.

Opportunity 

Letters from the Heart

This year’s banquet theme is “Letters Written in  
Our Hearts.” 

We’d love to receive letters from many of you 
indicating what God has done in you and/or in your 
family as you have had opportunity to be a part of 
any of the programs of H*VMI. We will select some 
letters and read them (and introduce the “authors” 
live and in person or on the screen) at our 2015 NJ 
and PA banquets.
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H*VMI’s 2015 South Jersey Banquet

Saturday April 11, 2015
11:30 A.M. –2:30 P.M.
doors open at 10:45 A.M. 

Save the Date and Join Us!

Featuring:
• Special Music by “This Way Up,” a family who has found a creative 

way to worship (thiswayupband.com)

• Letters from the Heart—written testimonials from  
H*VMI ministry participants

• An update from our Executive Director, Tim Sheetz

The Mansion on Main
3000 Main Street

Voorhees Township, NJ 08043

…you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us….  

Register by April 3, 2015,  
one of the following ways: 

•  Fill out and mail back the response  
form on page 12

• Sign up online at hvmi.org

• Phone: 717.859.4777

Scan this QR code with your 
smart phone and go directly 
to our website!
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Please indicate which session(s) you will be attending by 
checking the box next to the seminar title. If registering for 
more than one person, please call or attach a separate list of 
names indicating which seminars each person wishes to attend. 

Please also complete the response form on page 12, 
remitting payment as calculated below.

No. of Sessions _____________   x $15 = ________

3 Sessions /No. attending _______   x $40  = _______  

Friday, March 13, 2015
Evening Session 6:30-8:30 P.M.— Check in 6:00 P.M.

 Understanding and Helping People  
with Mental Illness 
A Christian Testimony and Perspective 

 Presented by: Cathi Myers
 Help unravel the stigma of mental illness by increasing 

your understanding of mental illness, hearing a personal 
story and learning to recognize the warning signs of mental 
illness. Learn to help people with mental illness by exploring 
both Jesus’ perspective and current methods. Gain practical 
tips to minister to people addressing mental illness.

OR

 A Mile In My Shoes 
Reaching Out to People Touched by Disability

 Presented by: Tara Kelley
 Learn how to e�ectively welcome, include and serve families 

touched by disability through the church body and its 
ministries. Increase your awareness and understanding of 
their needs. Gain practical strategies and tools to share Christ’s 
love and to provide opportunities for people with disabilities 
to use their unique gifts and abilities to bless others.

H*VMI Compassion Ministries Mini-Conference
Two day seminar series designed to minister to people dealing with or wanting to minister to people dealing with 

abuse, grief, disability or mental health issues. Gain practical insights to help you personally or to enhance your 
ministry in reaching out to others facing life challenges. A�end all or part of the conference.

Location: First United Methodist Church, 201 Dayton Ave Collingswood, NJ, 08108

Saturday, March 14, 2015
Morning Session 9:00 A.M.–12:45 P.M. — Check in 8:30 A.M.

  Help For People In Pain 
Dealing With Grief in a Hurting World

 Presented by: Tim and Kathy Sheetz 

 This seminar describes the process of grief and suggests ways 
individuals can learn to cope with loss situations. It is especially 
prepared to help God’s people, whose role model is the Lord 
Jesus, to confront their own losses and then to encourage 
them to reach out to others who are in pain. Topics include: 
types of loss situations; feelings associated with loss; stages of 
grief; factors a�ecting grief; responses to grief; how to survive 
a loss; how to minister to a hurting world.

Afternoon Session 2:00 – 4:00 P.M. —Check in 1:30 P.M.

 Understanding the Hurting Person 
Ministering to the Abused

 Presented by: Jackie England
 This seminar is designed to help you understand and 

disciple hurting people. This workshop will help you: detect 
childhood abuse; know what to do if you suspect child 
abuse; learn how to identify the symptoms and long-term 
e�ects of abuse that can continue throughout adulthood; 
and utilize available resources.

OR

 A Child’s Grief 
Supporting Grieving Children and Teens

 Presented by: Michelle Noble
 For parents or professionals who work with children and/or 

teens who have experienced the death of a loved one or friend. 
The seminar includes: an overview of child development, 
components that a�ect children’s grief and mourning, 
essential skills of working with grieving children and teens, 
helpful resources such as supporting children at funerals and 
an overview of therapeutic play, including activity ideas.

Cost of the conference is $15 per seminar OR $40 for all 
three seminar sessions. Registration fee includes materials 
and snack. Groups of 8 or more, registering together, receive 
a 10% discount. A minimum number of participants is required for each seminar. 
You will be noti�ed of changes/cancellation. 

For more information or to pre-register, visit our website: hvmi.org and click “Upcoming Events;”
mail in your remittance with the completed form on this page AND the H*VMI Response Form on page 12; 
email Tara Kelley at  tkelley@hvmi.org; or call 717.859.4777. 
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Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™ 
PO Box 122, Akron PA 17501-0122  
717.859.4777 • hvmi.org

s Name (If submitting fees or a donation and paying by credit card, please print your name as shown on the card.)

s Street or PO Box

s City s State s Zip

s Phone s Email 

o  I’d prefer to receive future issues of Increase via email.  
 (Please �ll out your information on the form above.)

Method of Payment
o My check payable to H*VMI is enclosed.
o Please bill my credit card :  o Visa     o MasterCard    

Please designate my gift towards:

 o  H*VMI’s General Fund  $__________________

 o Handi*Camp Expenses  $__________________  

 o 2015 Banquet Donation $__________________

 o Seminars (indicated on reverse side)  $__________________

 o H*VMI Ministry/Missionary: ________________  $__________________

                               Total Amount Enclosed  $ _________________

All �nancial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You! 

s Credit Card No.   s Exp. Date (MM/YY)

s Signature   s Date

Registration fees are non-tax deductible

H*VMI Response form 
Please use for: Seminars/Banquet/Handi*Camp /Other

Handi*Camp 
2015

May 20 - July 3, 2015

 YES!  I/We would like to attend H*VMI’s Annual  
South Jersey Banquet.  

 Number attending: 

  Please choose ONE for each person attending.
 Indicate total number of meals needed on line.

  Pasta with Blush Sauce

  Chicken with Wild Mushroom Cream Sauce

  Parmesan Crusted Tilapia with Tomato Brushetta  
 Salsa and Citrus Sauce.

 When you arrive on April 11th, pick up your ticket  
in the lobby to enter the banquet.  
There is no reserved seating.  

Special Needs
  Gluten Free Meal    

  Pureed Meal    

  Sign Language Interpreter

 Unfortunately, I/we are unable to attend the H*VMI   
Banquet but want to help the ministry work of H*VMI.  
My gift is designated below.

Please complete information below.  
We need your name(s) for registration and meal selection(s) tickets.

H*VMI’s Annual South Jersey Banquet 

Saturday April 11, 2015 11:30 A.M. –2:30 P.M. 
 YES! I’m interested in helping  

 Handi*Camp 2015

 I know a prospective camper or guest

 I need Info about working at   
Handi*Camp, for me or to pass along

 Send me a list of supply items

 Sign me up as a Prayer Partner for a camper 
or guest

 Tell me more about the camp clean-up days

 My donation to help with camp expenses is 
indicated below


