
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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The summer is behind 
us. It was a great one 

in the Northeast.

Now, it’s Thanksgiving. 
But, didn’t we just finish 
last year’s turkey leftovers? 

And, very soon, if it hasn’t 
happened yet, people will 
be asking, “Are you ready 
for Christmas?” Really? Is it that time already?   

Then, with the end of the year following soon after 
Christmas, here at H*VMI the Handi*Camp team cranks 
up: recruiting staff, registering campers and making plans 
for the summer. 

Next, ready or not, it’s time for camp. 

Does it seem like your calendar/your life flashes before 
your eyes? It seems that way for me.

The days fly by. The 
months fly by. The 
years fly by.

I can’t believe that, 
on December 19th, 
Kathy and I will 
celebrate 50 (that’s 
FIFTY; 5-0) years of 
marriage. Talk about 
time flying. How I 
thank the Lord for the 
gift of this life partner 

and the years He has given us to love each other and serve 
Him together, 41 of those years in the ministry of H*VMI.

And, as “they” say, the older you get, the more quickly 
time flies.

We’re only given so many years on this earth and they 
quickly melt away. It should motivate us to think about 

what we will do with the time we have ahead of us. The 
Bible calls it “redeeming the time.”  Ephesians 5:15-21  
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but 
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will 
of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving 
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the 
fear of God.”

So I ask you, and invite you to ask me, how will you 
redeem the time God gives to you in the days ahead?

• Will I take time out of a busy schedule to ask the Lord 
what His priorities are for my day? 

• Will I be open (really) to accept any change the 
Holy Spirit wants to work in my life to make me 
more like Jesus?

• Will I take time to encourage others around me 
with a caring heart; with a verse of Scripture?

• Will others see evidence of a surrendered life 
through my attitude? 

• Will I really give thanks always for all things, 
realizing God’s sovereign control in my life for His 
glory and my good? 

• Will I submit to others by putting their concerns 
above mine? 

• Will I have a listening ear instead of a 
controlling attitude?

• Will I see others as Jesus sees them? That includes 

Continued on page 2

By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director



hvmi.org
Page 2

people who have experienced abuse, disability, 
mental illness, loss of a loved one or loneliness.

God will always give us the ability, resources and grace 
to use the rest of our time in a way that dovetails with 
His Word. 

Please pray for H*VMI as we as a ministry seek to 
redeem the time. Our calendar is filled with support 
groups and Bible clubs and missionary conferences and 
one-on-one ministries and camp retreats and camp 
and Board meetings and workshop presentations and 
answering phone calls and letters... Pray that, even as 
our days (and nights) are so filled with many tasks and 
opportunities, we do all in a way that will bring glory to 
Him and make the most of the time God gives to us.

Redeeming the Time —continued from page 1 Generous Giving and  
Joyful Thanksgiving 

By Doug Bennett, Chairman of the Board of H*VMI

Chapter nine of Paul’s second 
letter to the Corinthians 

focuses on giving to the church 
in Jerusalem. There are two 
dominant themes throughout 
this chapter. These themes are 
generous giving and joyful 
thanksgiving that gives glory to 
God. Certainly these themes are 
fleshed out in the ongoing ministry 
of H*VMI. 

Generosity is exhibited by the time, the love and devotion 
given by our missionaries and staff as they serve in 
the various H*VMI ministries throughout the year. 
Generosity is evident as our financial supporters respond 
to monetary needs throughout the year and at special 
times like the Extraordinary Give program. 

For these generous gifts of love, the Board of Directors of 
H*VMI rejoices and gives thanks to God. 

We will soon be moving into a new year with new 
opportunities to rejoice and give thanks. We will be 
trusting God for what He will do through the H*MVI 
family of missionaries, staff, volunteers and supporters. 
We will be trusting God for:

Human Resource Development—We’re 
trusting that God will provide help in the areas of 
development and fundraising. We’re also trusting 
that God will call additional missionaries to serve 
in the various ministries of H*VMI.

Financial resources—We’re trusting that 
God will provide to meet our financial needs 
on a weekly basis as well as abundantly provide 
through special opportunities such as the 
Extraordinary Give Program in November 2014.

Wisdom—We’re trusting that God will provide 
a special measure of wisdom as we chart a course 
for the future of H*VMI.

May we look forward with anticipation to giving thanks 
and glory to God for the blessings we will experience in 
the new year.

12th Annual H*VMI  
Golf Outing

It was a great event—a great gift from the Lord to our 
guests and to H*VMI. We had a record 89 golfers. The 

day was PERFECT for golfing. Watch for the date for the 
13th Annual Golf Outing and plan to join us (unless you 
live west of the Mississippi, etc. !!!).
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Another “New” Office

We’ve moved our office yet again. God has been 
gracious to help us find a more affordable location 

to lease. With the help of many friends (some with 
trailers!), we were able to get our things moved into 
the new office on Saturday, August 23rd. We were also 
thankful for many friends who thoroughly cleaned the 
facility we were vacating as the desks, filing cabinets, 
other furniture and pallets loaded with boxes were moved 
out. It’s taken a few weeks and of hard work to get settled, 
but we feel that we’re just about “there!”

While we wait on Him to provide a “place of our own,” 
we are so thankful for His provision at 300 W. Chestnut 
Street in Ephrata, PA. Stop by to see us—but—don’t use 
that address when writing to us. The post office won’t 
deliver your mail. Please continue to use our PO Box 122 
Akron, PA mailing address.

In 1999, God opened 
a door at BCM (Bible 

Center Ministries). At that 
time, Handi*Vangelism was 
a part of BCM. Ten years ago 
(2004) Handi*Vangelism 
became Handi*Vangelism 
Ministries International. I 
continued to serve at BCM 
until April 2012 when God 
saw fit to cut back the staff 

at BCM. In June 2013, God opened a door at Black Rock 
Retreat in Quarryville, PA. This position was not a good 
fit for me, and I left that position in November 2013. 

While unemployed, I took part in a prayer internship with 
35 other Christians representing various churches. This 
required 10 hours per week in their prayer room, several 
three-day fasts, a seven-day fast, small group fellowship, a 
mentorship and weekly Bible teachings.

God honored that spiritual investment and in June 2014 
(the unemployment ended in May), two temporary 
part time bookkeeping positions opened up. One was 

at Immerse International in Millersville, PA and one at 
Ambassadors for Christ (AFC) in Paradise, PA.

On Monday, July 21st, Steve Gentino (H*VMI’s CFO) 
announced his resignation from H*VMI. Steve’s son is a 
pastor in South Carolina, and Steve will serve alongside 
his son as Church Administrator. Tim Sheetz called me 
on the 22nd, we interviewed on the 23rd and I accepted 
the accountant position offered me on the 25th. My last 
day at AFC was August 25th. My first day at H*VMI 
was August 26th. Steve worked two weeks here, went to 
South Carolina for two weeks and then returned to give 
me an orientation for seven days.

So God used me as a bridge for two ministries at the same 
time and then opened a door at H*VMI. God’s timing is 
perfect. When He closes doors, He opens others!

Editor’s Note:  H*VMI agrees with Steve’s statement 
about God’s timing being perfect!  We were sad to say 
“good-bye” to Steve Gentino and thankful that God 
already had the plan in place to bring our long-time 
friend, Steve Wilson, into the ministry to fill the need. 
And, as one Board member said, “Thanks for not making 
us learn a new first name!!!!”

Meet Steve Wilson, H*VMI’s New Accountant
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Don reports: 
 “Some encouraging events have been 
taking place in the BASIS ministry:

“Our annual BASIS breakfast was 
attended by 38 individuals. The 
program was well received. 

“We introduced our BASIS Wall of 
Remembrance with approximately 
fifty entrants. On the wall, we now 
have 67 plaques remembering 
children who have died. This 
has proven to be a meaningful 
opportunity for parents.

“We had two picnics in August, one 
in PA and one in NJ. In all, 35 people 
attended the two picnics. Parents 
expressed appreciation for the time of 
fellowship and fun.”

Dee wrote:
“I tend to think of fall as a new 
beginning…schools and colleges 
start classes. Baseball begins its 
final climax toward the World 
Series. Football and soccer start up 
their seasons with enthusiasm and 
lofty goals. 

“In BASIS we have some ‘new 
beginnings’ as well. We are settling 
into a new office location with the 
rest of the H*VMI family. There are 
boxes to unpack and we will need 
to devise new ways of organization 
for the office tasks. Please join us in 
praying for a smooth transition.” 

From Dee and Don:  
“Since we believe that no one should 
grieve alone, in addition to our five 

The BASIS team left to right: Judy Blore, former Director; Don Allison, 
Director; Iris Allison; Dee Lindsey and Michelle Noble.

support groups, which are active in 
Aldan, Akron, Lebanon and Levelle, 
PA and Williamstown, NJ, we are 
looking into the possibility of groups 
starting in Birdsboro, PA and in 
Hav’re de Grace, MD. Our prayer for 
these support groups is that bereaved 
parents who attend will ‘Taste and see 
that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8a); 
and that they will come away from 
the meetings comforted by God’s 
Word according to Psalm 34:8b, 
‘How blessed is the man who takes 
refuge in Him!’ 

“We continually have new contacts 
to follow up. The mailing list for 
the Renew newsletter is now over 
400 families.”

The BASIS family is always ready 
to minister to the needs of hurting 
parents. Pray that God will use us to 
be effective comforters.

Excerpts from reports by 

Don Allison,  

BASIS Director, and  

Dee Lindsey,  

BASIS Missionary

BASIS Update
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Support H*VMI November 21

This November 21, go the EXTRA mile for Handi*Vangelism Ministries 
International. On that day, H*VMI is again participating in the Extraordinary 
Give, Lancaster County’s Largest Day of Giving. For 24-hours only (midnight 
to midnight), visit ExtraGive.org, make a credit card donation ($25 minimum) and 
your gift will be stretched by $250,000 from the Lancaster County Community 
Foundation and sponsors. Plus, just by donating, you could help us win EXTRA 
from the $50,000 prize pool! This program is open to any donor—you don’t 
have to live in Lancaster County to give.
H*VMI, along with each organization in the Extraordinary Give, will receive 
a percentage of the $250,000 based on the percentage designated to H*VMI 
of the total dollars given during the 24 hours to all organizations. 

AND—there are two main ways to help us win one or more $1000 prizes:  

Give EARLY—right after midnight. 

The first 10 organizations receiving gifts from 50 unique donors will receive a 
$1000 Early Bird Challenge prize. H*VMI won one of these last year thanks to 
friends who stayed up late to give after midnight. 

Give during GOLDEN TICKET TIMESLOTS. 
Five donations will be randomly picked during seven different timeslots and a 
$1000 prize will be added to that donation. H*VMI received one of these prizes 
in 2013, too. Quite a few of our friends gave multiple donations during the 
various timeslots last year (remember - $25 is the minimum donation). Maybe you can 
help by giving during any of these times this year and your donation might 
be randomly chosen: 12-3 am, 5-8 am, 9-11 am, 12-2 pm, 4-6 pm, 7-9 pm and  
10 pm-12 am. 

Donors will receive a tax-deductible receipt from the Lancaster County 
Community Foundation. H*VMI will receive a list of donors so we can 
acknowledge each donation. Funds given through this special program will go 
into H*VMI’s General Fund. 

When You Give Extra, Extraordinary Things Happen! Mark your calendars. 
Tell your Friends. Give Extraordinary. ExtraGive.org

Mark your calendar and save the date! 

hvmi.org
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2015 H*VMI Banquets

Mark your calendars. We’re already planning for 
H*VMI’s 2015 banquets. April 11, 2015 we’ll 

return to The Mansion in 
Voorhees, NJ. There will 
be another amazing meal 
and our special musical 
guests will be The 
Boomwhackers!!! Yes. 
The Boomwhackers. 
You’ll love ‘em! On 
October 3, 2015 we’ll be 
back at Yoder’s in New 
Holland, PA. Come 
enjoy Yoder’s famous 
food served Family 
Style (say THAT 10 
times real fast!) and 
hear the Friendship 
Community 
Worship Team in 
concert!!

The theme for the banquets will be “Letters 
Written in Our Hearts.” The theme verse is from 
2 Corinthians 3:2-3: “You are our letter, written in our 
hearts, known and read by all men; being manifested 
that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written 
not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not 
on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”

Dear Friends—YOU are letters written in OUR 
hearts of what God has done when you’ve connected 
with our compassion ministries. And, to that end, 
we’d like to invite you to write a letter to H*VMI 
(anytime over the next few months—but sooner 
rather than later in case your memory is like mine!). 
Tell us what God has done in you and/or in your 
family as you have had opportunity to be a part 
of the programs of H*VMI: Handi*Camp, Minds 
Renewed, BASIS, Discipleship Ministries, Seminars, 
REST Ministries, Ghana Ministries. We will select 
some letters and read them (and introduce you live 
and in person or on the screen) at our banquets.

We look forward to hearing from you.

APRIL 2015
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Visit our NEW Website  
 hvmi.org

 Stay up to date on:
•  Ministry programs and dates
•  Blogs
•  Resources 
•  Missionary information

Look for our links and follow us: 

FOLLOW ON
TWITTER

Scan this QR code with 
your smart phone and go 
directly to our website!

Do your Christmas shopping through the 
following links on our website. H*VMI receives  
a commission from your purchase! 

Log onto smile.amazon.com. Search and select 
Handi*Vangelism Ministries International as the 
charity you want to support.



s Name (If paying by credit card, please print your name as shown on the card.)

s Street or PO Box

s City s State s Zip

s Phone s Email 

Method of Payment
o My check payable to H*VMI is enclosed.
o Please bill my credit card :  o Visa     o MasterCard    

Financial Needs
 o Please accept my gift of : $ __________________________________
 Please designate my gift toward:

o H*VMI’s General Fund       o Where most needed 

o H*VMI Ministry/Missionary: _______________________________

o Christmas gift card honoring  ______________________________

o Please send me information about automatic withdrawal from my  

 bank account (EFT).

Christmas Gift Cards
o Please send me __________additional gift cards.
 List additional names to be honored by these cards, using a separate   
 paper if needed:

 __________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________
o I’d prefer to receive future issues of Increase via email. (Please fill out your information on the form above.)

Response Form

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You! 

s Credit Card No.   s Exp. Date (MM/YY)

s Signature   s Date

H*VMI • PO Box 122, Akron PA 17501 • 717.859.4777 • hvmi.org

Please Print

Giving Gifts

W hat shall I give him THIS year? I’m 
never sure of the right size—or color—

or style… I don’t know what he needs, or 
wants…

It’s true. It is more “blessed to give than to 
receive,” but sometimes choosing the right gift 
for everyone on your list can wear you out! 
H*VMI may have just the right solution for 
you! You can use the enclosed gift card (and 
order additional ones) to make a donation to 
this ministry in honor of someone(s) on your 
Christmas list.

What to do:

1. Using the response form attached, send a 
tax-deductible donation to H*VMI. We will 
send you a receipt for your donation and, in 
the next issue of Increase, we will print your 
name and the name of the person(s) you are 
honoring with your donation.

2. Complete the To and From lines on the 
gift card and send the card directly to the 
family member/friend you wish to honor. If 
you need additional copies of the card for 
additional donations let us know using 
the response form below; or print them 
directly from our website.

2 Corinthians 9:15 
(NASV)

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

Thanks be to God 
 for His 
  indescribable gift!

A gift in your honor has been made this Christmas season 
to Handi*Vangelism Ministries International. This 

contribution will be used to help H*VMI share Christ’s 
compassion with individuals facing life’s challenges.

To:  ______________________________________________

From:  ___________________________________________

PO Box 122, Akron PA 17501 • 717.859.4777 • hvmi.org

BASIS (C2H2) • Disability Ministries (Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training) 

international • MinDs reneweD • REST Ministries • seMinars • twilight senior Ministries

H*VMI™ Ministry Departments

Merry Christmas! 
May your celebration be a blessed one.

Actual Size: 3.375" x 4.125"



Executive Director:  
Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry DepartMents

BASIS
C2H2

support for bereaved parents and  
for grieving children and teens

Disability Ministries
Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training

provides programs, resources and support 
for people with disabilities and their families

International 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other  

training ministries

Minds Renewed
helping people obtain optimal health 

(Interwoven Health)  
addressing mental health issues

REST Ministries
making God real to the hurting, 

 abused and addicted

Seminars
providing training and resources in a  

variety of ministry topics

Twilight Senior Ministries 
for those in nursing homes

Editor:  Kathy Sheetz
Design:  Claire Krout

For more information  
contact us at:

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

PO Box 122  
Akron, PA 17501-0122

Phone:  717.859.4777

Email:  info@hvmi.org

Website: hvmi.org

Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism

Twitter: twitter.com/HVMI 

I sn’t it nice to be wanted—needed?? H*VMI wants/needs 
PEOPLE—people who have a heart to serve the Lord in this 

ministry of compassion. We have immediate needs for people to join 
our Disability Ministries team. H*VMI’s Disability Ministries includes 
our discipleship program, parents' ministry, Handi*Camp and disability 
training. This outreach of H*VMI provides programs, resources and 
support for people with disabilities and their families.

We’re looking for people who are called to become fulltime missionaries 
with H*VMI, interested in joining our summertime Handi*Camp staff or 
who have a willingness to volunteer for some of our programs.

Contact info@hvmi to receive job descriptions and an application.
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We invite you to an open house at our new H*VMI office on 
November 21, 2014 from 9-11 am, noon-2 pm and 4-6 pm We’ll 

give you a quick look at our “new digs” and have some refreshments 
ready for you. It’s the Extraordinary Give date (and these are some of the 
Golden Ticket time slots for Extraordinary Give) so we will also have 
some laptops and people to assist you if you want to make a donation to 
H*VMI online while you’re here!!!


