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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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It’s spring—but Christmas isn’t that far behind us. 
I’ve even seen some Christmas decorations still 

languishing on nearby houses and lawns. It’s probably 
just been too cold here in Lancaster County, PA to take 
them down and put them away for next year. I have some 
“left-over” thoughts about Christmas that I’m not quite 
ready to put away from the forefront of my thinking:

Christmas easily evokes in us a desire to glorify 
and praise God because of His great gift to us, 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. I love to try to 
imagine the joy in the hearts of the shepherds 
as they returned to their fields after spending 
time in the presence of Jesus, the long-awaited 
One, the promised King, the Messiah. But, as 
they knelt before the manger, they barely had 
even a tiny glimpse of the full plan God had 
for them and for all of humanity through that 
Child. Yet, they left there and returned to their 
fields, glorifying and praising God.

You and I, today, are blessed because we have a more clear, 
tho’ still not complete, picture of God’s plan. We are on 
this side of the cross, giving us a tiny glimpse of God’s 
amazing love. And, we know Jesus’ resurrection defeated 
death and the grave ensuring that the hope of Heaven is 
a reality, a time and place where we will be able to glorify 
and praise God forever! Just as the shepherds waited for the 
first advent, so we wait for Christ’s sure return.

While we wait, for 2016 and beyond, until Jesus’ return, I, 
personally, have a desire to key in on three attitudes in my 
heart and mind. I invite you to consider them with me:

 COMPASSION   The Greek word for compassion, 
splanchnisomai, means to hurt deeply for people. Jesus’  
compassion led Him to action. In spite of what He 
suffered, He cared more for the hurt and needs of others 

than for His own and acted on it. You 
and I are surrounded with people who 
hurt—a bereaved parent, a person and 
family struggling with a disability, 
someone challenged with mental 
illness, someone who has known abuse. 
May compassion be my attitude in 2016.

 THANKFULNESS   Thankfulness 
can only come from a trusting heart. The Apostle Paul 
demonstrated trust as he wrote from a jail cell. Paul 
could have easily given up and despaired because of his 
circumstances. He chose, instead, to be thankful in all 
things, releasing even the most difficult situation to His 
Heavenly Father. He could do this because he knew that 
God was in loving control. May thankfulness be my 
attitude in 2016.

 AN URGENCY TO SEE OTHERS TRUST CHRIST   
Recently, my brother-in-law was laid to rest. At his 
memorial service, one person after another got up to their 
feet to share with a crowded church audience that Bill’s 
driving desire was always that people see Jesus. Because 
of what we, as believers, know about God’s plan for our 
salvation through the death, burial and resurrection 
of His Son, there should lie in us an urgency to get the 
wonderful news out to others that Jesus is alive and is 
preparing a place in Heaven for those who trust in Him 
as Savior. May the Great Commission to tell others the 
Good News about Jesus be my attitude in 2016.

The shepherds set the stage for us. “The shepherds went 
back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had 
heard and seen, just as had been told them.” Luke 2:20  You 
and I know a whole lot more about God’s plan than they 
did. May we have their attitude a hundredfold and glorify 
and praise Him Who is worthy through our 2016 attitudes!

By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director, H*VMI
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Thank you for following along with the ministry 
of H*VMI as we continue walking through this 

new Ministry Center Project. We trust you enjoyed the 
letter and flyer you previously received, introducing 
the Project; and seeing the site plan in the last edition 
of Increase. We have continued to take steps, following 
God’s leading. He has clearly been at work in this on our 
behalf. Please read on and see what has been happening. 

Since the letter and flyer were sent to you announcing the 
signing of the Agreement of Sale, we have been working 
diligently with the architect, engineer and lawyer on 
the building designs, site plan and zoning documents. 
We have fine-tuned the building designs and the site 
plan enough that we feel confident that we’re ready to 
go to the borough to present our case for zoning needs. 
This is quite an involved, multi-level process as it has 
been explained to us; but, as He always does, God has 

provided. The lawyer and engineer HE brought to us are 
both well versed in the zoning process. Please continue 
to pray for H*VMI as we seek the approvals necessary to 
build the new Ministry Center. 

We want you to be able to follow along with us as God 
continues to lead in this Ministry Center Project. We 
have launched a new page on the H*VMI website 
devoted to the project. This page will serve as the “go 
to” place for up-to-date information about the design 
process, zoning approvals and anything else related to 
the Ministry Center Project. Please feel free to visit www.
hvmi.org/property and check it out. Also, as you pray for 
the continued success of this project, we hope you will 
share what God is doing with your friends and neighbors. 
This project has always been about glorifying the Lord. 
H*VMI’s heartbeat is showing the love and compassion 
of Christ to those we serve, and this ministry center will 
enable that to happen better than ever before. There is 
a link on the property update page called, “CONTACT 
US REGARDING MINISTRY CENTER PROJECT.” 
Please feel free to use this contact link to ask questions 
about the project or give us a call. We want to hear your 
excitement, see your enthusiasm, and most of all we want 
you to praise the Lord with us for all He has done. 

As you continue to follow along with the Ministry 
Center Project, please don’t follow from a distance. We 
are a team together in this. God has blessed H*VMI 
with many prayer warriors and supporters who love and 
care for this ministry. Each one plays a vital role in the 
ministry of H*VMI and we want you to stay informed 
and be witness to what God is doing. Thank you for your 
prayers. Stay tuned.

New Ministry Center Update
By Kyle Robinson, Assistant to the Executive Director of H*VMI, Director of Mobilization, Handi*Camp Program Director

Rendering of the proposed Multi-purpose building—upper 
level, showing the front of the Chapel.

Handi*Vangelism 
Ministries International™
A Ministry of Compassion since 1973

Executive Director:  Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry Departments
BASIS support for bereaved parents and their families

Disability Ministries ~ Discipleship • Handi*Camp • PIP • Training
provides programs, resources and support for people with 
disabilities and their families

International 
satellite ministry in Ghana; equipping national workers 
worldwide 

Minds Renewed
helping people obtain optimal health (Interwoven Health); 
addressing mental health issues

REST Ministries
making God real to the hurting

Seminars
providing training and resources on a variety of ministry topics

Twilight Senior Ministries 
serving senior citizens and their families

For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

Increase is published quarterly.  Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  Design:  Claire Krout
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As an Elementary Ed major, I clearly remember my 
professors explaining the proper format of a lesson, how 

to make good transitions and challenging us to draw it all 
together with a lovely application. How nice when everything 
followed that nice, neat, structured, organized plan! 

Then I started teaching at Bible Club!   
Proper format: We begin our programs with worship. 
Pick any key and sing out—sign—“dance”—do motions—
strum imaginary guitars—shout—bounce—twirl. It really 
doesn’t matter! Our focus is on Him and we LOVE to 
worship! Then “hook them.” Charlie, our BIG, oversized 
yellow ball, is used to ask an opening question to “hook” 
the participants into the evening’s topic. For example: 
“If Jesus came to visit you, what would you like to do 
with Him?” Responses? “Take a walk.” “Read the Bible.” 
“Eat pizza.” “Play a game.” We’ve talked for years about 
Jesus being our Best Friend and Savior. Jesus is real … 
and the responses, priceless. Next comes the lesson 
content. One of the participants who is able to read gets 
up for the Scripture reading. In a deep, booming voice 
it is read with perfect accuracy. Our staff acts out the 
story in our homemade costumes. The audience follows 
along with an “ooohhhhh” when someone disobeys 
God. Or a “yeah!!!!!” when someone makes the right 
choice. Questions are asked like, “What did Jesus and His 
disciples eat at the Last Supper?” Response? “Lasagna!” 
Maybe we still have a little work to do! 

Good transitions: Transitions are those smooth parts 
in the program you’ve planned to move from one activity 
to the next. “You forgot the prayer song (Open Our Eyes, 
Lord)! Why did you do that?” “Which group am I in? I 
don’t remember?” “I need to go to the bathroom!” “My 
grandma is in the hospital right now having surgery. You 

need to pray for her NOW!” “There’s a new woman and 
her son who just came in and they only speak Russian.” 
“___ is throwing up.” “When does camp start? (Um… 
it’s six months away!) I need to know!” “The glue sticks 
don’t work.” “When are we having a banquet?” You 
know… those smooth parts! 

A lovely life application: While there is always a 
written lesson “objective,” the only objective that truly 
counts is what GOD desires to accomplish in each heart. 
We remain faithful to His command to teach His Truth 
to others, no exceptions. We count on His promise that 
His Word will not return void. We trust Him to break 
through the intellectual challenges to give understanding 
—after all, His Spirit is not disabled! The life application 
might not be able to be expressed by words because many 
of our folks are unable to communicate verbally. But, a 
delighted smile pointed upward to heaven is enough for 
anyone who seeks to know —He is at work in unexpected 
places and in unexpected ways! 

The conclusion? THANK YOU, Lord, for giving each new 
day and making it one great adventure! Thank You for the 
times not everything goes smoothly, because we may be 
tempted to rely on ourselves and not on YOU! Thank You 
for the parents who share how much this ministry means to 
their child and how excited they are to come each month. 
Thank You for the staff of group homes and facilities who are 
“overhearing” the Gospel and entering into conversations 
with the H*VMI staff, asking questions about You. Thank 
You for the privilege of being His hands and feet to a world 
in need! Thank You for the “unexpected!” 

H*VMI’S Bible Club Ministry—Expect the Unexpected
By Tara Kelley, Director of Disability Ministries

H*VMI missionaries conduct ten monthly Bible clubs at various locations for people with 
developmental disabilities.

For more information go to our website hvmi.org  
and click on Disability.

Bible Club Locations
PENNSYLVANIA NEW JERSEY

Media, PA  Collingswood, NJ
Germantown, PA  Voorhees, NJ
Philadelphia, PA
Akron, PA
Berwyn, PA
Morgantown, PA
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s Name

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                              

s Email address 

Please print your contact information below. 

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You!

Method of Payment:  

 o Cash   o Check  (Please make checks payable to H*VMI.) 

 Credit Card # : ____________________  Exp. Date:  ___/___

 o Visa   o MasterCard   o Discover   o American Express

 Name as it appears on card:  _________________________  

 Signature:  ___________________________________

Please send me information about:
o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT)     
o Gifts of Stock   
o Planned Giving Opportunities

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™ 
PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 

Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

Here are some “little” ways 
that your ministry can 
become MUCH to help with 
Handi*Camp 2016

q I know a prospective camper or guest.

q I need info about working at H*C—for me or to pass along.

q Send me a list of supply items.   

q Here’s a $ ________gift card from ____________ .

 (Walmart or ShopRite) for you to use to purchase supplies.

q Sign me up as a Prayer Partner for a camper or guest.

q Tell me more about the camp clean-up days.

q Here’s my $ _______donation to help with camp expenses.

 ($595–full four-day campership; $695–full five-day campership)

Danniebelle Hall penned the following:

“Just ordinary people
 God uses ordinary people 
 He chooses people just like me and you
 Who are willing to do as He commands.
 God uses people that will give Him all
 No matter how small your all may seem to you
 Because little becomes much as you place it in the  

Master’s hand.”
© 1977 Universal Music–Brentwood Benson Publishing 

What does it take for Handi*Camp 2016 to become a 
reality? Lots of “little” things! It takes all of us coming 
together, bringing the seemingly small things we have, and 
placing them in the Master’s Hands to use for His glory. 
So—what “little things” might YOU have to give to Him as 
Handi*Camp approaches this summer? 

A little information: Do you know a child, teen or adult 
with a disability who might be interested in applying to 
come to camp this summer? Send us his or her name!  

A humble heart: Do you know of committed believers who 
are looking to serve the Lord? We need summer staff to 

serve as Counselors, 
Service Staff, Nurses, 
Bible Teachers, Program 
Assistants, Lifeguards 
and Kitchen Helpers. 
Maybe YOU would be 
willing to fill a need 
yourself!

A single roll of paper 
towels: Do you or does 
someone you know like 
to go SHOPPING? If so, 
and you would like to 
help camp, please rally 

folks and collect supplies! Contact us for a complete list 
of things that are needed—anything from paper towels 
to…??? 

A quick trip to the store: Do you ever go to ShopRite or 
Walmart? You would be able to help us keep expenses 
down and purchase items we need (such as food and 
program supplies) by sending us a gift card to one of these 
two stores.  

A short amount of time: Do you want to give without ever 
leaving home? Commit some time to praying for a camper 
or guest by name during his or her time at camp. Sign up to 
become a prayer partner! We will match you with someone 
attending camp and send you specific information so you 
know how to pray. Following camp, you will receive a 
special note with an update about the week! 

A bit of elbow grease: Do you like to clean? Join us for 
one of our camp clean up days. This year’s dates are: 
Wednesday, May 25 in PA and Saturday, June 11 in NJ. 
Bring your brooms, your mops, your Lysol… and help us 
make camp sparkle for those who will be attending! 

A small financial gift: Do you want to be one who stands 
“in the gap?” We anticipate needing about $40,000 in 
donations over and above what we receive in camper/guest 
fees. We try to keep fees reasonable for those who want 

to attend camp, but that leaves a “gap” in our budget. It is also 
our policy to not turn participants away due to their inability 
to pay. Camperships are needed for these people who have a 
specific financial need. You can partner with us by sending a 
one-time gift. Or, perhaps you are able to become a monthly or 
quarterly supporter of the ministry! However you may choose 
to give, “THANK YOU!”

Let us know how you can help! Please use the response coupon 
to the right or email brobinson@hvmi.org. Thank you for 
placing what you have in the Hands of the Master. Thank you 
for being 
one of 
many who 
gives your 
“little” so 
God can do 
much this 
summer at 
Handi*Camp! 

HANDI*CAMP 2016
It’s Just Around a Snowy Corner—Little Becomes Much

by Tara Kelley, Director of Disability Ministries
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“Have a nice day!” the cheery girl at the check-
out counter said. Because my “spiritual gift” is 

sarcasm, I wanted to say, “Thanks, but I already have 
other plans!”

A storm had flooded our basement, an electrical surge 
had fried our refrigerator and our water heater had gone. 
Cold showers. I wasn’t exactly having “a nice day.” To top 
it all off, when I got to work at the church office, there was 
a “while you were out” message waiting on my desk that 
read, “Loud service yesterday!” I wanted to scream. 

I didn’t have a choice about how my day was going, but I 
did have a choice about how I would react. In Philippians 
4:11, the Apostle Paul wrote from prison, “I have learned 
in whatever state I am to be content.” This means that 
our contentment is not something dependent upon our 
circumstances, but actually something we can learn! 

This is so powerful because we are not in control of our 
circumstances or what happens to us, like misfortune, 
disabilities or tragedies. But we are in complete control 
of our reactions, what we do. That means it’s not what 
happens to you that makes you what you are, but how you 
react! Although you are rarely in control of what goes on 
around you or happens to you, you are always in control 
of what goes on in you and how you react!

I am thrilled to be a part of a ministry, H*VMI, that 
ministers the grace of God to disadvantaged and hurting 

Ron and Georgia have been followers of Christ 
since 1995. They recognize that God has been 

preparing them for His work well before they accepted 
Christ as their Savior. Ron earned a Purple Heart 
serving in Vietnam and continues to serve and protect. 
Now he is doing this for REST’s Street Ministry Team 
as we minister on the streets of Elkton, MD. Georgia, 
who was manager of a local fast food restaurant, has a 
heart to encourage those who are struggling and need 
encouragement to be their best. She is finding many 
opportunities to speak into the lives of others as she joins 
with the street ministry team on Tuesday nights. 

After attending REST’s trafficking awareness brunch 
in February of last year, they knew this was an area that 
God was calling them to serve. Georgia’s heart was 
broken by the images and facts that were presented, and 
Ron knew that anyone who was entering this domain of 
evil would need protection. They immediately stepped up 
to answer our call for volunteers.

Prepared by God, humbled by illness, they experienced 
God’s faithfulness and stand on His promise to supply 

Thoughts From an H*VMI Board Member
By Pastor Jeff Hartman (Jeff Hartman is Pastor of Perry Hall Baptist Church, Perry Hall, MD)

people. As a parent who has buried a child and the parent 
of a handicapped child, I know the heartbreak many 
people go through. There is pain much worse than a 
flooded basement or a broken appliance. For that, Paul 
tells us the answer in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” The “all things” is 
not “leaping tall buildings in a single bound,” but bearing 
up under the “all things” of life in a broken world. 

By the way, I misread the handwritten note on my desk 
(like we often misread things in life). It didn’t say, “Loud 
service yesterday.” What a shame if I had let that ruin my 
day. It actually said, “Loved service yesterday!”

Volunteers For Jesus
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless  

but because they are priceless!!!

Prepared To Serve  
REST’s Street Ministry Team - Ron and Georgia Ricketts

by Jackie England, Director of REST Ministries

everything that is 
needed to serve 
Him. 1 John 1:5-7 
spurs them on. As 
Georgia put it, “It 
seemed to say, ‘Are 
you going to turn 
an eye from it (the 
hurting and lost) or 
are you going to step 
up and be light?’ ” 
The answer for Ron 
and Georgia was 
simple—we want to 
be light.

Their greatest 
blessing is watching God as He works in the lives of 
others. The greatest challenge is seeing the pain in the 
eyes of those they encounter and wanting something 
different for them. To bring the message of forgiveness in 
Christ is their greatest joy.

Extraordinary Give–WOW!
By Brian Robinson, H*VMI Office Manager, Assistant Handi*Camp Director

H *VMI had a SUPER-DOOPER 
EXTRAORDINARY day on Nov. 20th—thanks 

to 178 different individuals or couples and 7 anonymous 
donors who made 455 donations totaling $54,052. Out 
of the 367 organizations on this year’s GIVE list, we 
were 10th highest in number of donations and 19th 
highest in dollars given—WOW!  The grand totals to all 
organizations—40,210 donations—$6,132,345 (that’s 
right—over 6 million dollars!). Of that grand total, 
$5,722,292 is the amount actually donated to the 367 
organizations. Various local businesses contributed a 
“stretch pool” amount of $326,109 and another $51,000 
in prize money grants. 

H*VMI was a winner of one of the $1000 Early Bird 
Challenge prizes (given to the first 10 organizations 
that received donations from 50 unique donors). I think 
we were the 9th of the 10 to reach our 50. Some donors 
stayed up to give after midnight when the GIVE first 
started. Others chose to call in their donation to me in 
the days leading up to the 20th with their credit card info 
and instructions. Three of us from our staff inputted 22 
of the 50 that night to help us win the prize (and it went 
quickly— we had our 50th unique donor at 12:21 am 
according to our donor report info!). An overall total of 
44 donors allowed us to input donations throughout the 
24 hours on their behalf—a total of $23,390!! Sadly, none 

of the many multiple donations during the seven Golden 
Ticket time slots were randomly chosen for any of the 
additional $1000 prizes.

On January 14th, we received our grand total of 
$55,435.19 deposited into our bank account. This 
included our actual donations MINUS processing fees 
PLUS our percentage of the “stretch pool” amount 
and our $1000 prize. This total is almost DOUBLE 
the amount we received last year. Like I said, it was 
an EXTRAORDINARY day—thanks to our many 
Extraordinary Givers! Please thank the Lord with us for 
all who gave so generously and know that these funds 
will help us continue developing the ministry God has 

given us: 
Sharing the 
compassion 
of Christ 
by walking 
alongside 
individuals 
facing life’s 
challenges 
and equipping others to do the same; providing 
support, programs, resources and training so the 
people we serve may be included as growing and 
serving members of the Body of Christ. 

Jeff Hartman with daughter, Julia.
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Visit us at hvmi.org or scan this QR code with your smart 
phone and go directly to our website! And keep up with:

• Ministry Events and Dates
• Blogs
• Resources 
• Missionary Information
• New Property Updates

Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of 
a designated missionary. Shop by going through links 
on our site and H*VMI will get a percentage from your 
purchases. Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

®®

Online Opportunities

H*VMI Calendar
 March 4-5 Compassion Ministries Mini-Conference, Hope Community Church, Mount Joy PA
  Workshops designed to encourage people facing life’s challenges; and to equip them and others to do the same

 March 11-12 H*VMI Board of Directors’ Meeting, Ephrata PA

 March 18-20 Handi*Camp Mid-Winter Retreat, Traber Center, Spring City PA

 April 1-2 Compassion Ministries Mini-Conference, Orwell Bible Church, Rome PA
  Workshops designed to encourage people facing life’s challenges; and to equip them and others to do the same

 April 9 ADHD Seminar, Poconos area, PA

 April 16 H*VMI NJ Banquet, The Mansion, Voorhees NJ (See enclosed invitation and response card)

 April 30 BASIS Breakfast, Aldan Union Church, Aldan PA

 May 10-June 11 Victoria Lamina (wife of H*VMI Ghana Director) is in the States to attend their daughter’s high school graduation

 May 25-29 Handi*Camp Summer Staff Orientation, Camp Sankanac, Spring City PA

 May 30-July 8 Handi*Camp

 Monthly Bible Clubs & Support Groups (BASIS, PIP, Minds Renewed)

Visit our website or call our office for additional information.

hvmi.org   •   717.859.4777

Ghana —Christmas Camp 2015

We have every cause to praise and thank the Lord 
for His abundant grace, mercies particularly.  

The Christmas Camp for the deaf held on 20th-30th 
December, 2015 brought together about 172 children 
and teens from different parts of the country. Out of the 
number 172, 12 responded to the altar call.  He answered 
the prayers of His people, “Yes,” and gave each person we 
needed so that we had enough helpers for the 10 days. 
We praise Him for a great Christmas Camp season full of 
activities, spiritual input, fun for the campers and guests 
and the lessons learned.

Editor’s Note: Excerpts from a report on Christmas Camp by Larry Lamina, 
Director of H*VMI, Ghana 

We had 
sessions of 
Bible studies 
both one-on-
one and group 
studies. We 
give Him the glory for the lives that were changed.   

Pray for Easter Camp 2016:  March 23rd – 28th. Each 
year, as many of you are aware, we have 150-200 young 
teens, children and adults with visual impairments 
attending Bible Camp at Echoing Hills Village. 




