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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director 

It’s H*VMI’s 40TH ANNIVERSARY!!! How can 
that be? These past years have flown—and God has 

done amazing things in and through this ministry.
The number 40 in Scripture is a fairly significant one. 
Forty days was the length of time it rained to create 
the flood (Genesis 7:12). The three phases of Moses’ 
life were 40 years each (Acts 7:23-42) and the number 
of years the Israelites were in the desert was 40 years 
(Acts 7:42; Hebrews 3:9). We can see from Numbers 
32:13 and Hebrews 3:8-10 that God calls 40 years a 
generation. David’s reign over Israel was 40 years (2 
Samuel 5:4, 1 Kings 2:11). The number of days our 
Lord was tempted in the desert was 40 (Matthew 4:2). 
Forty is represented many more times in the Bible.
It has been suggested by one Biblical scholar that the 
number forty is used by God to represent a period of 
testing or judgment. Another said that the number 
forty represents a sufficiency of time —long enough to 
remove doubt, long enough to prove God’s point, long 
enough for God to accomplish some major part of His 
plan in His dealings with mankind. 
In these past 40 years of H*VMI, 
we have been tested for certain. 
There are times we actually felt 
like we were wandering through 
a wilderness! Yet, we praise 
God that He always removed 
any doubt about His desire for 
this ministry and His Hand 
upon this ministry. We praise 
Him for the opportunity—the 
privilege —to make the point 
that God cares about suffering. 
We’ve been blessed to be a 

part of His plan in His dealings, 
particularly with people who have 
special needs and life concerns. 
The number 40 represents to us the 
number of years we’ve been blessed to 
present Biblical truth to so many, to 
point them to support and resources 
here on earth, and hope for Heaven.
One of the areas of ministry that has been a part of 
H*VMI for all 40 years is highlighted in this issue of 
Increase —Handi*Camp. What began with 10 campers 
in one week 40 years ago has now increased to an average 
of 160 campers and guests in six weeks. You may wonder 
why this aspect of H*VMI has grown exponentially. 
There are a number of reasons. I could probably come up 
with 40 of them, but let the following suffice:
•	Handi*Camp	is	a	place	where	an	individual	with	a	

disability can come, feel accepted and participate in 
every activity adapted to meet his/her needs. 

•	For	some	it’s	the	only	place	they	receive	Biblical	
truth taught and lived out by caring individuals.

•	Parents	and	caregivers	can	have	a	restful	week	
knowing that their “charges” are in good hands.

•	Handi*Camp	staffers	typically	testify	to	the	fact	that,	
as they ministered, they received more than they gave. 

Thank you for praying and financially supporting 
H*VMI and Handi* Camp. You are so greatly 
appreciated! By God’s amazing grace, one day, when 
we’re in Heaven, you’ll be able to meet the campers and 
guests who have invited Christ into their lives through 
this ministry. What a day of rejoicing that will be! Even 
so, come quickly, Lord Jesus…hopefully, in less than 40 
years more!!!

Years Of H*Vmi—Significant!!!
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Handi*Camp – Looking  Back Over 39 Years!!

1974 Hand*Camp Begins
Excerpts From Handi*Vangelism Newsletters:

1980’s Campers “Overheard”

March-April 1974 Issue: Tentative dates for a mini-
camping program for the handicapped to be held at BCM’s 
Camp Sankanac in Chester County, PA—June 10-14.

May-June 1974 Issue: Camperships are needed for the 
ten youth who will attend HANDI*VANGELISM’S 
pilot camping program. The cost for each camper will 
be $50. The money will be used for food, transportation, 
equipment, use of the facilities and a small gift to the 
staff members who participate in the week’s activities.

July-August 1974 Issue: Veteran Campers! After four 
nights and five days at Camp Sankanac (June 10-14), we 
have ten veteran campers! There were many “firsts” for 
them—and for some staff members as well. We canoed 
up French Creek to see the rapids. We “hiked” along a 
nature trail learning as much as possible about God’s 
creation. We caught six sunfish in a beautiful little pond 

Seth: referred to camp staff as  
“artificial aunts and uncles!”

Karl: (When Uncle Bill said he’d known Jesus as Savior 
just six years), “What took you so long?”

Apryl: (praying)  
“Jesus, I’m a bad girl. Please make me a good girl.”

Ty: “Aunt Debbie, I love you.” 
Aunt Debbie:“That’s nice but you still have to eat 
some jello.” 
Ty: “Oh, shoot!!”

1990’s A Camper Mother Shares

Handi*Camp means a place where my daughter can 
have fun, independent of the family, and feel just as 
secure. It’s a place to make new friends. Knowing Cindy 
is in such a loving environment leaves us free mentally 
and physically to enjoy a mini vacation together. And, 
besides all this fun, Cindy is profiting spiritually!

2000’s A Counselor Shares

It was a real blessing working with you this summer. 
There are some experiences in life that change us 
permanently. After reflecting at home for a week, I know 
for certain that I am not the same person as before camp. 
Seeing your hearts and working with the campers were 
humbling experiences I will always hold onto….

Veteran Camper
Bruce Wright, On Handi*Camp
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nearly $2500 for Handi*Vangelism’s pilot camp project. 
We praise the Lord for their zeal and perseverance!
The End? No! Just a Beginning! 1975? This year’s 
program can at least be doubled! Pray with us concerning 
this very vital ministry. It’s proven to be a tremendous 
tool for sharing Christ’s love with the handicapped.

with a huge old bullfrog serenading us. (Would you 
believe we used corn as bait?!) redd Harper stopped by 
the pool one day and we wrapped up in towels and sat 
in the delicious sunshine while he sang and talked to 
us about the Lord. We played softball, volleyball and 
dodge ball with the assistance of all the strong-armed 
counselors we could find. We made plaster hand molds 
and put flower seeds in decorated planters. We learned 
to blow bubbles underwater and to float on our stomach 
and back and kick. We were treated to something 
sweet (and often messy) at the canteen each night after 
supper. We had the best meals three times a day and 
often wondered, while eating them, if we were really at 
camp—they were just so good. We learned that Jesus is 

more than a name 
used for swearing, 
or just a vague 
personality. We 
saw Him as the 
One who loves us 
and gave Himself 
for us. It was a 
tremendous week!!!

A Spiritual 
Victory. Six 
of the ten 
handicapped 
youngsters who 
attended camp 
responded to 
the invitation 
to receive Jesus 
Christ as Savior. Surely the Holy Spirit was the teacher 
and the response came readily, without prodding, as the 
children listened to stories about God’s love, talked with 
their counselors individually, and experienced the love of 
Christ coming from staff members who willingly served 
as open channels through which our Lord could work.
Helping Feet. Thirty-five teenagers from the First 
United Methodist Church in Collingswood, NJ 
walked 20 miles in behalf of those who cannot walk 
themselves. Through their sponsors, the footsore, weary 
walkers (everyone completed the entire 20 miles) raised 

I am so happy to share my Handi-Camp testimony for 
this issue of Increase. Handi-Camp has done so much 

for me. 1975 was my first year at Cortland Bible Camp 
in Cortland, NY (ed: our second year of Handi*Camp). 
It tells you how long I have been coming to camp when 
ralph Wakeman’s kids are now working there. ralph was 
my counselor one of my early years in camp.
I have so many great memories. I think my favorite trip 
was when we went to the historic sites like Constitutional 
Hall in downtown Philly. I also enjoyed the trip to the 
mall in PA near Traber Center last year. I remember 
one trip to the Ocean City boardwalk when it rained 
really hard and Melissa McDevitt was using everything 
she could find to keep us dry. It was great fun. I always 
remember sharing curly fries with her on the boardwalk as 
well. I also enjoy the camp whiffle ball games every year. 
I enjoyed the staff “I Did It” award given when some staff 
member spilled something or forgot to do something for 
their camper or something else silly. I enjoyed singing 
Karaoke on the last night of camp with Frank Dodd.
 I have been so blessed to have made so many wonderful 
friends over the years. The Lord has taught me so much 
about how to be a better Christian teenager and now a 
man. Handi-Camp in the early years taught me what 
I needed to do to pray and ask Jesus into my heart to 
become my Savior, asking Him to forgive my sins and 
become my best Friend. God has taught me so much 
about Himself over the years through Handi-Camp with 
so many great teachers like Tim Sheetz, Scott Mitchell, 
Mark Amey and many others. 
Editor’s Note: Bruce has traveled all the way, summer 
after summer, from Ithaca, NY to Newfield, NJ to attend 
Handi*Camp and Bible Conference. When we asked 
Bruce to share what the programs have meant to him 
through the nearly 40 years he’s attended, he was happy to 
respond with the above. When we told him we were going 
to use an “old” picture of him, along with a recent picture, 
for this article, he wrote:  I think you should use those old 
camp pictures. “I looked better back then when I still had 
hair on top of my head!!”
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Matches Made in…Heaven… 
and H*VMi!

A bonus for serving with H*VMI?? Through the 39 
years of H*VMI and, especially, Handi*Camp, 

nine couples met each other while serving in the 
ministry and married, and two couples are currently 
engaged to be married!

Brian and Sandy Robinson  
Ralph and LeAnn Wakeman
Doug and Judy Loy   
John and Diane Kammerer
Jeff and Emmy Ort   
Ben and Kay Whitt
Kyle and Leah Robinson  
Tom and Tammy Brown
Philip and Hannah Darko (Ghana) 
Engaged:  Alex Whiting and Christine Swanson
 Jordan Roberts and Kate Van Wynen

And, as you’ve witnessed, if you’ve followed us over 
these past 39 years, all the while these matches were 
“brewing,” many other wonderful things were also 
happening in the ministry. God is SO gracious 
to H*VMI— and to these wonderful couples!!! 
E-Harmony and Christian Mingle.com have no 
contest with H*VMI in matchmaking!!!

2nd Generation Handi*Camp Staff

Forty years of Handi*Camp is long enough that the second generation of Handi*Camp staffers has 
served or is serving with us. Note the year each second generation staffer began serving. The asterisk 

(*) denotes the first generation staff member:
Kyle Robinson (2004)–son of *Brian (former Handi*Camp Director, now Assistant Director) and  
*Sandy Pelligra Robinson
Jessie Robinson (2005)–daughter of *Brian and *Sandy Pelligra Robinson
Ally Rice (2007)–daughter of *Rose Rice
Joyanna Wakeman (2008)–daughter of *Ralph Wakeman and *LeAnn Miles Wakeman
Ruth Holen (2008)–daughter of *Paula Weiler Holen
Dorothy Holen (2010)–daughter of *Paula Weiler Holen
Carolyn Wakeman (2011)–daughter of *Ralph Wakeman and *LeAnn Miles Wakeman
Kelli Robinson (2012)–daughter of *Brent Robinson

Three additional second generation staffers applied in 2012 and for 2013 but for various reasons were 
unable to come to camp:  Savannah Bundy, daughter of *Laurie Pinkerton Bundy; TJ DeNofrio, son of 
*Jay and *Becky Reese DeNofrio; and RJ Garrish, son of *Cheryl Tullar Garrish.

YOU!  That’s right—YOU— and others reading this edition. We need YOU to:
 •	PRAY for the requests and new leaders mentioned above – now during these pre-camp days and throughout the camp schedule.
 •	GIVE a donation toward the FUNDS mentioned above. 60-70% of our camp expenses are covered by camper/guest 
fee payments. We depend on donations to bridge the 30-40% gap each year so we can end the year “in the black.” Use the 
coupon in this newsletter to send us your gift or donate on our website. Thanks—in advance —for helping with this very 
important financial need. 

We’re confident that year FORTY of Handi*Camp will be another great summer of ministry! Thanks for your part in 
making it happen, and be sure to check out the post-camp report in our next newsletter edition.

By Brian Robinson, Handi*Camp Assistant Director

That’s right—2013 is our 40th season of camp for people with 
disabilities. From a one-week program for 10 campers in 1974, 

we’re planning a six-week program for more than 150 this year. 
Handi*Camp has certainly grown and changed through the years:

• We started with children with physical disabilities only. Now 
most of our campers are adults and we also serve people with 
intellectual disabilities. 

• We grew in numbers of weeks and campers. 
• We added new program groups as campers got older. 

Our t-shirt committee pulled together four 
past shirt designs (one from each decade) 
into a “Celebrating our 40th Summer” 
design for this year’s t-shirts and sweatshirts.

• Tara Kelley – Handi*Camp Director 
• Kyle Robinson – Program Director
• Leah Robinson – Health Care Coordinator
• Marlene VandenBos – Female Counselor Supervisor

• Joan Steward – Food Service Supervisor
• Ken Steward – Food/Supply Purchaser & Donation Coordinator
• We’ll also have several veteran summer staffers as Head Counselors—their 

first time leading and providing encouragement to other counselors in this way.

Faith, Friends, Funds —Handi*Camp started as a step of 
• Faith and continues that way. Faith in God as each year He brings together:
• Friends— staff members to care for campers and guests, often resulting in lasting Friendships.
• Funds to buy food and supplies and pay salaries, camp rental costs and other expenses.

One Purpose —to share Christ’s love with campers and guests through evangelism, discipleship and counseling. 
That’s what Handi*Camp’s all about. The fun, fellowship, teaching and activities are all designed to point people to the 
Lord— so they can know Him and grow in Him. 

Requests —PRAYER requests! We need folks to PRAY with us and for us for:

Team, Transitions —Each year, God brings together individuals to minister at Handi*Camp and makes us into a Team, equipped 
to do the work He’s called us to do. Teams need leaders and this year several people are in transition to new leadership positions:

• Staffing—wisdom for decisions and especially the need for 
additional men counselors, a nurse and some cooks’ helpers.

• Program— electives, activities, field trips, no rain.

• Health care —processing of applications and care plans and 
good health and safety throughout camp.

• Bible materials—for devotionals, chapels, Bible classes, 
music— and for the teachers and speakers.

I’ve been privileged to be part of much of this growth and change. I 
started as a counselor in year #4 (1977) and never stopped coming! 
My wife, Sandy, and I had the opportunity to work together, directing 
Handi*Camp for 25 summers, and our kids grew up going with us each 
summer. Now our son, Kyle, is on the H*VMI missionary staff and is 
taking on an important camp leadership position. God is good!  
Read on in this article and related camp vignettes to see how God has 
used the Handi*Camp ministry through the years and to catch our 
excitement for number FORTY!

Handi*Camp 2013 Schedule
May 21: Full-time staff move to Camp 
Sankanac, Spring City, PA

May 22-26: Staff orientation—training & 
hands-on sessions

May 27-May 31, June 3-7:  two PA sessions

June 8: move day to malaga Camp,  
(near Vineland, NJ)

June 10-15, June 17-21, June 24-28,  
June 30-July 5 : Four NJ sessions

July 6: Say “goodbyes” and head home

HANDI*CAMP – FORTY YEARS!
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Volunteers For Jesus
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless!!!

H*VMI’s “army” of volunteers outnumbers our missionaries and ministry staff! We couldn’t possibly conduct 
the programs of H*VMI without them. We thank the Lord for each one. Among the MANY ways they 

serve—they volunteer as receptionists; assist with Bible clubs and Bible studies for people with disabilities or in 
prison;	facilitate	and	host	PIP	and	BASIS	support	groups;	serve	as	cooks,	photographers,	etc.	at	Handi*Camp;	
provide encouragement through correspondence and visitations. There’s something for everyone to do! If you would 
like to become a volunteer with H*VMI, please contact: Tara Kelley at tkelley@hvmi.org. She’ll be more than 
delighted to “plug you in.” 

In this issue of Increase, please meet Sherry Sullivan and 
Jim Yost who volunteer for Handi*Camp in different 
capacities. Sherry has been at Malaga every Clean-
up Day for 23 years, helping our staff open up camp 
buildings from their long winter’s rest and preparing the 
campsite for the arrival of campers. Jim has volunteered 
in the Malaga kitchen faithfully for 11 years. 

Sherry Sullivan: Time flies when 
you’re having fun… When I 
first worked at Handi*Camp on 
“Malaga Clean-up Day,” a whole 
group of friends from church got 
together and volunteered to clean 
toilets and showers and wash 
floors. We sang and laughed and 
then we had pizza together at the 
camp for lunch. A pretty nice 

morning I would say. We did that for a few years and I 
was hooked. And then there are the outstanding people 
who work for H*VMI… Tim and Kathy and all the 
staff love the Lord, love the people they work with and 
display what it means when the Bible talks about love. 
It is an amazing thing to see and learn from. Thank 
you, Lord, for the heart of service that these dear ones 
have. I always look forward to seeing them.

Jim Yost:  It is hard to 
believe that I have had 
the privilege to assist 
in the preparation of 
food for Handi*Camp 
for eleven years. I have 
cooked with a number of 
different people and have 
been so impressed by the 
willing spirit of service 
which has been evident. 
I have especially been 
blessed by the support 
staff of young people 
who work so diligently 

and with a cheerful, caring attitude. What a blessing 
it has been to get to know the guests and the H*VMI 
staff as the years have flown by. Most impressive has 
been the overall dependency on our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, to sustain us as we share in this ministry.

www.hvmi.org

Scan this barcode with your smartphone  
to see what’s new on our website!

Barcode scanners are free at your app store.
The 2013 Cleanup day at 
Malaga Camp in Newfield NJ 
is June 8. If you would like 
to volunteer to help with this 
effort, contact info@hvmi.org.
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Charles Johnson:  At the 
age of twelve, in the Sunday 
morning service of my home 
church, I was convicted of 
my sin and my need for Jesus 
Christ, so I received Christ as 
my personal Savior and walked 
down the creaky aisle. The next 
seven years were “wandering in 
the wilderness” years as I rebelled against the Lord.

In 1966, I was drafted into the U.S. Army and, in 1967, 
I was deployed to South Vietnam with the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment. It was here that the Lord taught me 
that life was about Him, not about me, so I surrendered to 
the Lord to take control of my life.

In	1969,	I	enrolled	at	Philadelphia	College	of	Bible,	
graduating in 1974 with a BS in Bible and a Christian 
Education Diploma. I continued my education, receiving 
a Masters Degree in Ministry and, in 1974, I was ordained 
for the work of the Lord. In the next 38 years, I pastored 
four churches and at the same time, for six of those years, I 
was a missionary for Child Evangelism Fellowship.

In 2012, by the leading of the Holy Spirit, I “retired” from 
the pastorate and joined Handi*Vangelism Ministries 
International with a heart burdened for the hurting and 
troubled. At the present time, I am a Regional Director 
of H*VMI, serving in Delaware, introducing the work 
of H*VMI to the people of the state with a vision to 
reach thousands with the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
speaking opportunities, support groups, training, and 
whatever doors the Lord wills to open for His glory.

Linda Johnson:  I was baptized as a child and thought 
that to be my salvation. I met and married Charles in 
1968. Upon going to church with him I began to see 
that I was not truly saved. One evening I told him of 
my doubts and he led me through the plan of salvation. 
About a year later I was convicted that I needed to get 
baptized again as that would be the proper order (saved 
then baptized).

Over the years it has been a growing experience through 
church, Sunday school, Bible studies, women’s fellowship 

groups, teaching Sunday school, etc. It has been a 
privilege to serve our Lord in many ways, and with many 
people, as a pastor’s wife and as a missionary. I look 
forward to how He is going to use Charles and me here in 
Delaware. It is exciting to see doors already opening.

Stephanie Noble:  My dad 
was not always present when I 
was growing up. He was often 
off somewhere protecting the 
waterways as he served in the 
United States Coast Guard. 
During those years, my mom 
often relied on others to help take 
care of us. This sometimes led 
to us visiting my grandparents 
in	Pennsylvania	or	my	grandparents	visiting	us	in	New	
Jersey. During these visits, they would take us to church 
and read Bible stories to us. That is where my spiritual 
journey started. I was about nine years old when, one 
Sunday in Sunday school, our teacher was talking about 
hell and heaven. I was scared I was going to hell. I prayed 
and asked Jesus Christ to be part of my life. I devoted my 
life to serving God.

During my junior year at Lancaster Bible College, I met 
Tim Sheetz. He was sharing about H*VMI and all of 
their ministry areas. I was especially drawn to H*VMI’s 
REST Ministries. I talked to Tim after class and he 
gave me contact information for REST Ministries. But, 
it wasn’t the right time. Later, at another LBC missions 
conference, H*VMI was there once again. The reps 
were recruiting staff for Handi*Camp. I applied to 
work at Handi*Camp, was accepted and have been a 
Handi*Camp counselor/Bible Conference companion 
for the last two summers. During this time, I felt God 
continuing to lead me to REST Ministries. I applied 
and was accepted in October, 2012 as a missionary with 
H*VMI and REST Ministries. I go into Chester County 
(PA)	Prison	and	help	with	our	weekly	Bible	Study	there	as	
well as meet with women in the prison one-on-one, trying 
to encourage them to grow in God’s Word.

A Forward Piece of H*VMi’s “40 and Forward ” 
Anniversary Celebration!!

Three new missionaries!!! 
Meet Charles and Linda Johnson and Stephanie Noble.
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Executive Director:  
Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry DepartMents

BASIS
for bereaved parents and families

Disability Training 
supporting the church in  

disability ministry

Discipleship Ministries
year-round opportunities for people with 

disabilities; people who are hospitalized; or 
people who live in residential facilities

Handi*Camp 
camping and Bible Conference opportunities 

for people with disabilities

International 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other  

training ministries

Minds Renewed
helping people obtain optimal health 

(Interwoven Health)  
addressing mental health issues

PIP 
for parents of individuals  

with disabilities

REST Ministries
for those who have experienced abuse, 

addictions, imprisonment

Seminars 
providing training and resources in a  

variety of ministry related topics

Twilight Senior Ministries 
for those in nursing homes

Editor:  Kathy Sheetz
Design:  Claire Krout

For more information  
contact us at:

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

PO Box 122  
Akron, PA 17501-0122

Phone:  717.859.4777
Email:  info@hvmi.org 

Celebrating Christmas and Easter with the H*VMI Ghana ministry 
team means participating in camp! How God has blessed their efforts 
for nearly twenty years, under the direction of Larry Lamina, H*VMI 
Ghana	Director.	Recently,	Philip	Darko,	became	an	H*VMI	missionary,	
assisting in the camping programs and other H*VMI Ghana ministries. 
Each	camp	in	Ghana	ministers	to	several	hundred	of	what	Pastor	Lamina	
calls, “the isolated, neglected and poorest of the poor in Africa.” The 
Christmas camp is for the Deaf. The Easter camp is for people who 
are blind. Rev. Lamina writes, “Many never went to school or had an 
education. What is so satisfying is that we bring messages of Hope for 
them at camp every year.”

H*VMi CALENDAR
 May 21-July 6 Handi*Camp 

 August 12-16 SERVANT Orientation 

 August 17 PIP Picnic, Akron PA

 September 30 Annual Golf Outing, Centerton Country Club,   
  Centerton  NJ 

 October 5 40th Anniversary Banquet, Yoder’s, New Holland PA

 October 8 National Day of Prayer for Mental Illness Recovery  
  and Understanding.

For additional information on these events, please visit 
our website or call 717.859.4777.

Workgroup at Christmas Deaf Camp 2012 in Ghana.

Twenty Years of H*VMi 
Ghana Camps


