
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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R ecently, I read that, in a survey of 1000 adults, 
it took 17 minutes for patience to run out while 

waiting in line; and 9 minutes while being on hold on  
the phone. 

It seems like we spend a lot of time WAITING! 
Sometimes, the wait is for good things like:  

• Christmas morning

• Our wedding day

• Spring—and—No More Snow!

• Our Handi*Campers wait a whole year for camp time 
to come around again!!

Sometimes, the wait is for more difficult things:

• The doctor to call with test results

• An overdue traveling loved one

Waiting is not without precedent in the Bible:

• The Israelites waited 400 years for a Deliverer

• Noah waited for the first drop of rain while enduring 
overwhelming criticism

• Hannah waited a very long anguish-filled time to 
become a mother

• The Samaritan woman had five husbands and lived 
with one who was not her husband—waiting to be 
truly, unconditionally loved 

• The man with a disability waited by the poolside for 
38 years before he was healed

• The disciples waited in despair in the Upper Room, 
after their Savior was crucified—not even knowing 
what they were waiting for

Believers in Jesus Christ await His return!!!!  Eagerly!!!!

H*VMI has been waiting for nearly ten years for a place 
we can call our own. We believe it would increase our 
ministry outreach to have—all in one location—our 
office, camps, retreats, training center and a place for 
hurting people to find respite. 

What are you waiting for?  As we wait, we remember 
Psalm 62:1-2 and we remember a few other basics:

• God rules over every circumstance (Psalm 103:19)

• God promises strength and endurance while we wait 
(Isaiah 40:31)

• God has a plan (Jeremiah 29:11) 

• God will lead us, as we trust in Him (Proverbs 3:5)

Waiting—not easy—not a favorite thing to do—unless 
we wait in His Presence.

Waiting—Our Favorite Thing To Do 

“Wait on the Lord’ is a constant refrain in the Psalms, 
and it is a necessary word, for God often keeps us 
waiting. He is not in such a hurry as we are, and it is 
not His way to give more light on the future than we 
need for action in the present, or to guide us more 
than one step at a time. When in doubt, do nothing, 
but continue to wait on God. When action is needed, 
light will come.”   

J.I. Packer, Knowing God

“I wait quietly before God, for my victory is from 
Him. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my 
fortress where I will never be shaken.” 

Psalm 62:1-2

By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director
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A s indicated in our 
last newsletter, 

we feel that we must 
relocate our office due 
to an increase in rent 
at our current location, 
an increase our budget 
cannot handle. Our 
current landlord has been 
more than gracious to us, 
allowing us to rent here 
at much less than “market 
price.” And, he has been 

working with us to try to find a solution that would 
meet his needs while not affecting us adversely any 
more than is necessary. He has been, and continues 
to be a blessing to this ministry!  

We have spent some time looking at options. As of 
the publication of this issue of Increase, things are 
still “up in the air!” We’ll keep you informed of any 
move. As of now, the move options we’re pursuing 
will allow us to maintain our current PO Box 122, 
Akron, PA 17501 mailing address and our current 
phone number, 717.859.4777. We continue to trust 
that our current and next office location will be 
temporary until God provides our own property for 
which we are praying. 

Financial 
Update

Thank you so much 
for “being there” 

for this ministry! We’re so thankful for your interest, your 
prayers, and as God has led you, your financial support!

This is an “SOS” about our urgent need for God to 
provide additional—out of budget—financial support. 
These are the urgent needs: 

1. A new phone system. Our 
current one had been hanging on 
by a few threads for months; and, 
several weeks ago, all threads 
broke but one! The result was 
that we could only receive calls 
to our office. Then, a few days later, we could not make 
outgoing calls either. We had to act to replace the 
phone system. We’re thankful that a new one is now in 
place!  The cost for this system is $8,275.00. 

2. A new graphics arts  studio 
computer. Our Graphic Artist 
works diligently to keep all 
H*VMI publications, including 
this newsletter, current and 
attractive. For several months 
now she has been doing all this 
on a computer that crashes 
with more and more frequency. 
Before we lose all ability and data on her computer, 
we need to replace it. The cost to replace our Graphics 
Studio computer will be $3,000.00.

We sent this “SOS” recently to our friends who prefer to 
receive H*VMI information by email. We’re very thankful 
for the response we’ve received: $7475 of the needed 
$11,275 is already in hand. We’re asking God to supply the 
balance needed to cover both projects:  $3800.00.

Thank you for caring, for praying and, if you are able, for 
giving toward these urgent needs. If the Lord leads you 
to help, you may send a gift made payable to H*VMI to 
our office—marked “response to SOS.” You may also use 
the coupon in this newsletter to indicate your desire to 
help with our “SOS.” Any funds given beyond the amount 
designated above will be credited to our IT account and 
will help with other computer/IT needs.

Move Update
By Tim Sheetz

“I am blessed to go to a church where a 
disability is not disabling.”  

Kim Biglin  
www.palsofpetunia.com
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God’s loving sovereign plan for Cheryl Schaff was to 
be born with Spina Bifida. She would never stand 

by herself, never take a single step and would experience 
limitations her entire life. Life is not easy for her. She is very 
dependent on others for much of the daily routine the rest 
of us take for granted. She is much too familiar with the 
“ER” and “OR” and doctors’ waiting rooms. Nevertheless, 
Cheryl’s life was precious from the moment she was 
created, and God is pleased to use her for His glory. Her 
parents dedicated Cheryl to the Lord in a ceremony at their 
home. When she was 6 years old, her mother carried her 
from the sanctuary of their church to the fellowship hall so 
she could talk with their pastor. He explained the way of 
salvation to her, and she became a child of God.

Cheryl has her own handicapped-equipped van. For ten 
years, she drove herself to her local Walmart where she 
worked as a greeter. She also drives herself to church 
where she helps in the Kindergarten Department of her 
church’s Sunday school and in their week-night AWANA 
program, encouraging young girls as they learn their 
memory verses. She is also a part of the church’s child 
care team. Cheryl is involved with a crisis pregnancy 
center in the county where she lives. She participates in 
their annual Walkathon, wheeling herself as far as she can 
along the route before getting help in the home stretch. 
She has her own missionary project: collecting labels 
and box tops for education, counting them and sending 
them to a school for Deaf children in Puerto Rico. The 
school trades them in for school supplies. Cheryl is a great 
networker and makes connections with people so there is 
a steady supply of labels. 

Cheryl connected with H*VMI on an occasion when she 
was a patient in Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia in the 
early 1980’s. Cheryl then began to attend Handi*Camp and 
our mid-winter Bible retreats. Kathy Sheetz and Dee Lindsey 
asked Cheryl some questions about those opportunities:
KS - How many years have you been coming to 

Handi*Camp and Bible Conference?   
CS - 32 years  
KS - Did you enjoy camp from the very beginning or was it a 

little bit frightening your first year since you were much 
younger (!) and didn’t know what it was all about?

CS - I enjoyed coming to camp since I started. I went 
to a two week overnight camp before I started 
Handi*Camp.

KS - You’ve had to miss a 
couple of years of camp 
due to health issues.  
How did that feel? 

CS - I am not sure if I missed 
any summer camps but 
I do know that I missed 
some of the mid-winter 
retreats due to health 
issues. I missed it a lot.

KS- What are some of your 
favorite activities at camp? 

CS - I love to swim because 
that is the only time I get 
to go.

KS - What are some of the differences between other 
camps you’ve attended and Handi*Camp and mid-
winter retreat? 

CS - There were no Christian activities at the other camps. 
KS - How quickly do the weeks of camp or the weekends 

of retreat go for you? 
CS - They go by too quickly for me. 
KS - Have you made some significant friendships with 

other Handi*Campers/Bible Conference guests and 
staff through the years?

CS - I have made a lot of friendships with people and 
I have kept in contact with a lot of my former 
counselors and Bible Conference companions. I 
email a lot of them or talk to them on Facebook and I 
do some phone calls and texting.

DL - How does attending Handi*Camp help you grow in 
your relationship with God?

CS - Being at camp brings me closer to the Lord. It gets 
me to read my Bible more often. I seem to lack in 
doing that when I return home. The Bible studies 
help me understand what the Bible teaches because 
the ones who are teaching bring it down to our 
levels so we can understand them better. I love being 
around other Christians. It encourages me to read 
my Bible more often when I see others doing it. 

DL - What changes does attending Handi*Camp and 
retreat make in your life?

CS - I feel that I grow closer to the Lord when I am there.

What Handi*Camp and Mid-Winter Retreat Mean to Me
By Cheryl Schaff – with H*VMI Missionaries, Dee Lindsey and Kathy Sheetz   
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What can I say about the Bible Conference 2 retreat 
this year? Our theme was “Portraits of God’s Love.” 

So many things happened in the short two day period at the 
retreat this year. 

There were nine guests in attendance (5 men and 4 women). 
The weekend was full of male vs. female competition. Bible 
Conference 2 guests are notorious for heated competition. 
We had various game times with trivia and some themed 
questions. All weekend, as the Program Director, I heard, 
“What’s the score?” “Who’s winning?” and, “You’d better 
not be cheating!” 

We had three speakers/presenters for the weekend. 
First was a woman named Cathy who did a lovely chalk 
art presentation and really touched our hearts with her 
testimony of faith. Second, a gentleman named Curt 
came to speak to us. He presented an excellent session 
about his life story/testimony and combined it with 
the story of the Good Samaritan. Curt is a quadriplegic 
and uses a wheelchair. He related some things about his 
situation to the man on the roadside in the story of the 
Good Samaritan. And, lastly, we had Milt from Friendship 
Community. He presented his session entitled, “God 
Doesn’t Photoshop.” All of our presenters brought a unique 
perspective, and I believe God used each one to touch our 
guests’ lives in a different way.

Throughout the weekend the guests were able to fellowship 
with each other and the various staff members. A lot of 

Good friends: Kyle Robinson and Chris Fletcher (Left) at 
Handi*Camp 1996—both 7 years old; and (Right) Mid-Winter 
Retreat 2014—both 25 years old.

the guests have known each other for years so this retreat 
gives them the opportunity to reunite with friends and 
learn more about the Lord together. We were blessed to 
have some summer staff with us as volunteers. Some were 
helpers, some companions to our guests and some came as 
nurses to help care for our guests. 

At the end of it all, when we were packed up and pulling 
out of Traber Center’s parking lot, I was praising the 
Lord for His provision of fun, safety and good weather as 
well as giving our speakers the perfect messages for our 
group to hear.

Mid-Winter Retreat 2014—Bible Conference 2
By Kyle Robinson, Handi*Camp Program Director
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2014 Handi*Camp Schedule 
(Please follow us with your prayers!) 

May 20 Full time staff leave for camp
May 21 Camp CLEAN UP DAY, Camp Sankanac, Spring City PA
May 21-25  Staff Orientation, Camp Sankanac
May 26-30 Challenger Adults, Camp Sankanac
June 2-6 Challenger Adults, Camp Sankanac

June 7 Camp CLEAN UP DAY, Malaga Camp, Newfield NJ 
June 9-14 Bible Conference 1, Malaga Camp 
June 16-20 Challenger Youth/Teens, Malaga Camp 
June 23-27 Conqueror/Voyager, Malaga Camp
June 29-July 4  Bible Conference 2, Malaga Camp
July 5 HOME!

If you would like to provide a campership for a camper/Bible Conference guest, please refer to the attached coupon.

Speaking of Waiting…

Our campers wait, from the minute they leave camp, for the next season to arrive. We get phone calls at the office all year 
long, asking, “What date do I come?” “Who’s my counselor?” “Where are we going on our field trip?” Our campers and 

Bible Conference guests love to tell us what they are waiting to enjoy at camp. Here are some things we’ve heard:

“Fishing; Basketball;
“My vacation!!!;

“ Studying God’s Word;
“Surprises and laughter;

“Dressing up for banquet night;
“Finding out who my counselor is;

“Campfires with silly songs and s’mores;
“Snack shop—soda, ice cream, M & M’s…;

“Being part of the Handi*Camp talent show;
“Having an opportunity to share my testimony;

“Being able to use my gifts as part of worship;
“Swimming—even if the pool is still ‘winterful!;’
“Being cared for by someone who really loves me;

“Being able to do everything —even from my wheelchair;
“Being able to worship in my own way without people staring;

“Being with people who accept me for who I am—I don’t have to  
‘work’ to fit in.”
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Editor’s Note:  Charles Johnson, pastor and H*VMI 
missionary, shares a challenge for all pastors: 
incorporating ministry to “the least of these” into the 
life of the church. And, H*VMI is “here” to help equip 
pastors and congregation with practical tools for doing 
just that!

A s a pastor, I am struck with the realization 
that I am held accountable to the Lord 

for how I lead the people of my congregation 
(Hebrews 13:17). As a shepherd, I am responsible 
for the spiritual feeding of my sheep (I Peter 5:2). As a 
leader, I am answerable to the Savior as to the example 
I demonstrate to those in my charge (I Thessalonians 
5:12). As pastor, shepherd and leader, I am commanded 
by the Chief Shepherd to study the Scriptures and then 
to disseminate the truth (II Timothy 2:15).

In my quest to know the truth of the Bible, I am moved 
by the Lord’s desire to reach out with His redeeming 
compassion toward those whom Scripture calls disabled, 
blind, crippled, diseased, dumb and deaf (Matthew 8:1-
4; 9:1-8, 27-31, 15:30; John 5:1-16). He reached out to the 
outcasts, those whom no one else would venture near. He 
reached out to “ALL—not the Selected Some or  
Self-Justified Most!!!!”

As I focus on the 
wonderful acts of Christ, 
I am challenged to follow 
the Lord’s example, “to 
walk in His footsteps” 
as a child of God and a 
divinely chosen leader 
(for which I do not 
deserve the blessed 
privilege). Still digesting 

this awesome challenge of the example of Christ, I am 
convicted by the fact that as pastor, shepherd and leader, 
I am to teach, train and model an image that is found 
in the life of my Savior. In my daily study of the Bible, 
I am exhorted by the Lord over and over to reach ALL 
with the Gospel of Christ, which brings to light the 
compassion of Christ (Matthew 29:19; Acts 1:8; Mark 
16:15; Luke 24:47). He encountered ALL with His 
compassion by not only meeting their spiritual needs but 
also their physical needs. It drives me to communicate 
to my flock this inclusiveness of Christ’s compassion by 
initiating ministries of outreach to those with special 
needs, challenges, losses and grief. How can I do any less 
and believe that I am in harmony with the example that 
Christ left for me to follow? (John 13:25)

Outing

All…not the Selected Some or Self-Justified Most!
By Pastor Charles Johnson, H*VMI Representative in Delaware

For More Information
Office: 717.859.4777

Website: hvmi.org

Golf Chairperson, Ken Steward:  
609.352.5666 or ksteward@hvmi.org

Walk-on Golfers welcome the day of the outing, starting at 9:00 AM.

H*VMI’s
12th Annual

September 29, 2014
Centerton Golf Club, 
Pittsgrove, NJ 08318

This year’s tournament will enable H*VMI to continue providing 
programs and resources for people facing life’s challenges.
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H*VMI Coming Events 2014

May 2-3  .......... H*VMI Board of Directors Meeting
.......................................................................Ephrata PA

May 3  ..................................... BASIS Annual Breakfast
..........................................................................Aldan PA

May 21-July 5 ........................................  Handi*Camp
........................................................... (details on page 5)

August 2 .......................................................BASIS Picnic
..................................................................... Annville PA

August 16  .......................................  PIP Family Picinic
.........................................................................Akron PA

August 16 ..................................................  BASIS Picnic
............................................................National Park NJ

September 29  .......................... H*VMI Golf Outing
..................................................................Centerton NJ

October 4 ......................................  H*VMI PA Banquet
.............................................................New Holland PA

October 7 ........ National Day of Prayer for Mental 
 Illness Recovery & Understanding
 Lancaster PA

For additional information on these events, 
please visit our website, call 717.859.4777 or  

scan the QR code below

There are so many types of losses in life. 
Death of a loved one is the loss that easily 

comes to mind. But, there are many other types of 
losses: divorce, finances, health to name just a few. 
When we look around us, we see people who are 
hurting. Many times we don’t know what to say 
or do to help them in their heartache. The result is 
that, too often, we don’t do or say anything. Here 
is a list of things that could help and encourage 
someone who is hurting:

1. Immediately acknowledge the loss.

2.  Try to understand how deeply hurt a 
person can be. 

3. Be a better listener than you are a talker.

4. Give very practical helps. 

5. Be patient and be there for the “long haul.”  

6. Love unconditionally. 

7. Pray faithfully. 

8. Plant seeds of hope for the future.

You can learn more about these and other steps 
to help a hurting person. H*VMI offers a 3 hour 
seminar that looks at the many types of losses 
in life; how we can grieve them in a healthy way 
ourselves; and how we can help others who are 
hurting. The seminar is entitled, Help For People 
In Pain. For more information on this seminar 
or to schedule it for your church, contact us at 
tsheetz@hvmi.org.

Help for People in Pain
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for grieving children and teens

Disability Ministries
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International 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other  
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s Name (Please Print)

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                                 s Email address 

Method of Payment
o Check (Please make your check payable to H*VMI.) 

o Credit Card # :   _______________________________________________

 o Visa     o MasterCard      Exp. Date:  ______ /______

 Signature:  _______________________________  Date: _____________

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You! 

Please complete this response form and return it in the enclosed envelope.

Yes! I/We would like to help H*VMI & Handi*Camp…
Financial Needs
 o Please accept my gift of : $ ___________________________________
  Please Designate my gift toward:
  o H*VMI’s General Fund 
  o SOS needs described on page 2 of this newsletter
  o A full or partial Campership
   (A full Handi*Camp 5 day campership is $595
   A full Bible Conference 6 day campership is $695)   

  o Where most needed 
  o H*VMI Ministry/Missionary _______________________________

Other
 Please send me information about
  o Donating supplies to camp
  o Camp Clean-Up Day (May 21 at Camp Sankanac-PA; June 7 at Malaga-NJ)
  o Automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT). 
  o Gifts of stock
  o Planned Giving Opportunities

o I’d prefer to receive future issues of Increase via email.  
  (Please fill out your information on the form above.)


