
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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Do you ever feel exhausted, frustrated, 
misunderstood or alone? If you’re living and 
breathing, I’m sure you’ve known, or even know 

at this very moment, one or 
more of these overwhelming and 
challenging feelings. Well, I’d like 
to invite you to visit a place where 
these feelings can be tended to. 
Put your wallet away. This trip 
we’re about to take won’t cost a 
cent—no reservations, tickets, 
credit cards or travel insurance 
needed. And you don’t have to 
take a boat, train or plane. You 

don’t even have to pack a suitcase for this “trip.”

Our destination is Bethany. It’s 
a place Jesus went several times 
during His earthly ministry. The 
Biblical Bethany was located two 
miles from Jerusalem. Its name 
means “house of unripe figs!” 
Another meaning of the name, 
Bethany, is “house of misery” or 
“house of affliction!” Bethany 
was a lonely place, a place where 
many invalids lived in Jesus’ day. You might get the idea 
that this town was not a vacation resort; but, please don’t 
decide that you don’t want to travel there because of that. 
It’s true, Bethany was a place where people who were 
burdened by the world’s cares gathered. But, if and when 
you or I are experiencing any of the conditions listed 
above, it’s just the place we would need!  

If you will take your Bible in hand right now, we’ll begin 
our journey to Bethany. We’ll discover at Bethany 
some things that can be extremely helpful when we’re 
struggling, the most important of which is that Jesus is 
still and always will be there, waiting for us.

Mark 14:1-44 is our first jumping off point! Here, we see 
Jesus at the home of Simon the leper. Note something 
very comforting—God’s Word names Simon, the person, 
first, then the disease associated with him. JESUS 
KNOWS YOU AND ME BY NAME, too—but He’s 
also ALWAYS AWARE OF WHAT’S TROUBLING 
US. Jesus was obviously comfortable in Simon’s 
house, because in the midst of all that was happening 
around Him, He could recline. Bethany was to Jesus 
a place of REST and RENEWAL. It was also a place 
of WORSHIP. Recall that Mary worshipped Jesus by 
pouring expensive perfume on Him. Bethany was also 
a place of INTROSPECTION. Judas, with his mind 
set on notoriety and financial gain, had to do some 
serious thinking when he saw Mary worship Jesus as 

she did. Time apart helps us all to set 
our priorities straight. Hopefully, our 
introspection will have a better result 
than Judas’. When we visit Bethany, we 
can recall that JESUS KNOWS US-
AND-ALL THAT TROUBLES US. 
We can find REST, RENEWAL, a 
reason to WORSHIP and a challenge 
for some INTROSPECTION.

Now, look with me at John 11:1-44. 
We read there about Jesus raising Lazarus from the 
dead. The hope of the Resurrection will come one day 
for all of us who know Christ as Savior. But, for now, 
we see that Mary and Martha came away from the 
experience surrounding their brother with their FAITH 
RENEWED. And, in this passage, we can’t miss JESUS’ 
LOVE and COMPASSION for His dear friends. Can 
there be anything greater, when we travel to Bethany, 
than for us to also have these amazing opportunities?

The last stop on this particular journey of ours is found 
in Luke 24:50-53. Jesus was again at Bethany, and He 

Continued on page 2

ẞethany was to Jesus 
a place of rest and 

renewal. It was also a 
place of worship.

Come To Bethany
By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director
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Come To Bethany
continued from page 1

was just about to leave this earth and ascend to His 
Father in Heaven. Scripture tells us that Jesus lifted up 
His hands and BLESSED His disciples just before He 
ascended. The disciples then left with great JOY and with 
an attitude of PRAISE. They left ENERGIZED for future 
ministry. Dear friends, no matter what is weighing down 
our hearts, minds and bodies, setting our eyes on Jesus 
will always bring us BLESSING. Having an attitude of 
PRAISING GOD will always RENEW OUR ENERGY 
so we can get on with life and ministry.  

I encourage you to take this trip to Bethany whenever 
you have need. The city is crowded with people who are 
hurting; but Jesus waits just for you and for me with open 
arms, listening ears and a caring heart. We’ll always leave 
this amazing place changed for the better!
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A Word From an H*VMI 
Board Member 
By Wayne Hill

Spring is a time 
for planting 
seeds. We 

plant seeds in the 
hope of creating 
something beautiful, 
something beneficial 
for the future.  I 
want to ask your 
help in planting 
some of these seeds. 

Not for pretty flowers, not for vine ripened tomatoes, but 
for something that will last much longer. 

As a Board member, I get to see firsthand the 
challenges H*VMI faces. As board members, we have a 
responsibility to do what is best for the ministry. More 
importantly, it is our desire to have the ministry grow 
and touch the lives of many more people. To accomplish 
this we need to take the next step. H*VMI needs to find a 
place to call home. 

We have been actively looking at possible locations that 
would be suitable for a Ministry Center. Now, we pay 
a lease for office space tucked away on a back street of 
Ephrata, PA; and we pay fees to camps that are not fully 
designed for our needs. Having our own facility would 
allow for a summer-long Handi*Camp program rather 
than one that ends in early July when we have to vacate 
the rented premises to allow for other camp programs. 
This would provide better opportunities in hiring 
counselors who meet our specific requirements and who 
are looking for work in a camp for the entire summer. It 
would open up other possibilities for weekend training 
retreats, programs for caregivers to get a weekend of 
relaxation; and the possibilities go on. It would be a place 
people could point to and say, “That is H*VMI!”

We need to take the next step; and I am asking if you will 
help to plant seeds so that we, by God’s Providence, see 
something beautiful grow—something beneficial in the 
future. Please talk to people in your church and other 
organizations about H*VMI needing our own facility. 
Pray that God would direct the decisions we make 
regarding the facility. In doing this, you can help create a 
legacy that will benefit so many and open up many more 
opportunities to share the Gospel. Thank you.

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

A Ministry of Compassion since 1973
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For more information, contact us at:
H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone:  717.859.4777    Email:  info@hvmi.org 
Website: hvmi.org   Facebook: facebook.com/handivangelism  

Increase is published quarterly.  Editor:  Kathy Sheetz;  Design:  Claire Krout



Meet Barb Laurin

H*VMI Volunteers
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless but because they are priceless!!!

Volunteering 
with H*VMI at 
Handi*Camp has 

expanded my world in many 
ways. Not only have I come 
to know and respect the 
missionaries and summer 
staff, but I have also come to 
know and love the summer 
campers and guests. 

I was introduced to H*VMI 
by my daughter who served as 
a summer camp companion 

for several years. Her love for her guests and loyalty 
toward the camp program were contagious and made my 
decision to serve as a volunteer very easy.

This summer will be my fifth year as a volunteer in 
the Malaga camp kitchen. I volunteer to serve and be 
a blessing to the staff and guests, but I always leave 
camp as a changed person—blessed beyond measure 
and comprehension. 

If you want to make a difference this summer (editor’s 
note: or future summers), no matter if you are 16 or 60, 
I challenge you to tithe your time and make a difference 
in the lives of others. You will make friends for a lifetime, 
and it will be a highlight of your summer!

Editor’s Note:  There are many areas of H*VMI that need 
volunteer help. If you would like to become a volunteer, please 
contact: Tara Kelley at tkelley@hvmi.org. She’ll be more 
than delighted to “plug you in.”  

Mini-Compassion Conference 

It was our first foray into sponsoring a 
two-day conference. Our overall goal 
was to teach others with the intention 

that they would then teach others!!! We 
came away from the conference feeling 
that God had blessed and was going to 
multiply our efforts. 

On Friday evening, March 13 and 
Saturday, March 14, we were honored to 
have about 60 participants registered to 
join the H*VMI team of workshop presenters at First United Methodist Church in Collingswood, NJ for the H*VMI 
Compassion Ministries Mini-Conference. Registered guests could choose any three of five workshop topics, including 
mental health, disability, abuse, grief and a child’s grief. Some guests came for one workshop, some for three. The 
feedback we received from all five workshops was encouraging.

Some comments written on evaluation forms included: 
“You did an excellent job providing practical suggestion and personal stories. All evoked a heart connection from me.” 

“This was one of the best conferences I’ve been to. The set-up of the paperwork, schedule, presentations and message—excellent.”
We’re “inspired” to do it again! A pastor attending from northern PA wants us to have a similar conference in his area. We’ll 
look forward to working out details with him and with others who are also willing to host the conference in their locations.
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There were about 125 of us there to enjoy a 
fantastic meal and accommodating service by the 
staff at The Mansion in Voorhees, NJ. Pasta (with 

yummy blush sauce), Chicken (with wild mushroom 
cream sauce) and Parmesan Crusted Tilapia (with tomato 
bruschetta salsa and citrus sauce) were the selections. 
Hungry yet? Those of us who enjoyed these dishes—and 
the wonderful carrot cake for dessert—most definitely 
didn’t leave The Mansion hungry!

When our tummies were full and our hearts had 
worshipped the Lord in song (group hymn singing and a 
unique mini-concert presented by the family band, This 
Way Up), we heard testimonies that made our hearts 
soar to realize how God has used H*VMI people and 
programs through the years to touch lives.

Executive Director, Tim Sheetz, introduced Kyle 
Robinson, for the first time in a public gathering, as 
Assistant to the Executive Director. It is the Board’s 
intention that Kyle will, in God’s time, become the 
next—and second—Executive Director of H*VMI.

Tim Sheetz also updated the banquet gathering on some 
things God is doing in the ministry, including: three 
young adults who have made application to H*VMI 
to become Associate Missionaries; REST Ministries’ 
launch of an outreach to victims of sex trafficking; 
and the continuing search for property for an H*VMI 
Ministry Center.

The fellowship around the tables before and after the 
banquet was a blessing. Many reunions take place at 
H*VMI banquets. It’s always so good to be with “old” 
friends and to meet new ones. We’re thanking the Lord 
for the opportunity, for those who came—and for the 
generous banquet offering. (125 people gave $13,000. 
After banquet expenses, the balance of the offering will 
go toward the fund established, and growing slowly, for 
the purchase of a new H*VMI Ministry Center.)

South Jersey Banquet
April 11, 2015
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Mercy, Love, and Unity:  
Impressions of an H*VMI Intern
By Donna L.H. Smith  

Very late one night last 
fall, after seeking God 
in prayer all day, He 

dropped H*VMI into my heart 
as a place for an internship 
through my ministry training 
school. Since then, I’ve been 
learning about the ministry 
by attending different events, 
from monthly Family Days 

to a mini-conference in New Jersey, to a BASIS meeting 
and an Easter service at Maple Farm Nursing Home. I 
love the monthly H*VMI Family Day because I get to 
hear how the ministry overall is doing through separate 
ministry reports. Many of us stay afterward and eat lunch 
together. That’s fellowship. The mini-conference showed 
me how H*VMI trains churches in aspects of compassion 
ministry. I met an old friend at a BASIS meeting, feeling a 
deeper connection occur there. Serving the elderly during 
a service focused on Easter at Maple Farm was precious.

What I’ve seen through H*VMI is service—service to 
God and service to hurting people. That’s mercy and 
love at its best. H*VMI comforts those who mourn, 
encourages and teaches those who want to learn more, all 
the while each ministry under H*VMI is supporting each 
other. There are no superstars in this servant-ministry, but 
all work together for the glory of God. That’s unity.

I’m still processing everything I’ve seen and heard. My 
experience with H*VMI has enriched me. I’m glad to get 
a glimpse of this type of service.

Scan this QR code with your 
smart phone and go directly 

to our website!

Online Opportunities
Visit our website, hvmi.org, for:

•  Ministry programs and dates
•  Blogs
•  Resources 
•  Missionary information

Help Support H*VMI
Make a donation online for H*VMI or for the ministry of a designated missionary. 
Shop by going through links on our site and H*VMI will get a percentage from 
your purchases. Look for the Amazon, eBay and iGive links.

®®
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May 19  Fulltime staff leaves for Camp 
Sankanac to get settled and to 
prepare to greet summer staff

May 20-24 Summer Staff Orientation 

May 25-29  Week 1, Camp Sankanac PA   
(Challengers*)

June 1-5 Week 2, Camp Sankanac   
(Challengers)

June 6 Malaga Camp Clean-Up Day    
Volunteers needed!!!

June 8-13 Week 3, Malaga Camp NJ  
(Bible Conference 1*)

June 15-19 Week 4, Malaga Camp  
(Challengers/Adventurers*) 

June 22-26 Week 5, Malaga Camp  
(Conquerors*/Voyagers*) 

June 28-July 3 Week 6, Malaga Camp  
(Bible Conference 2*) 

July 4 Staff departs for home

2015 Schedule

Here are some ideas for how you can pray for Handi*Camp:

*Challengers:  
Youth (ages 9-21) and adults (21+) who have moderate or 
life skills level intellectual or multiple disabilities. 
*Bible Conference 1:  
Adults (ages 35+) with physical and/or mild intellectual 
disabilities who need minimal support for participation.
*Adventurers/*Conquerors/*Voyagers:  
Youth (ages 9-15 and 16-20) and young adults (20-34) who 
have disabilities and are at or near their peer level socially, 
emotionally and academically.
*Bible Conference 2:  
Adults (ages 21+) with physical disabilities who are in or 
have the potential to be in college or career situations.

Post in a prominent place and pray, please!!!  

1.  Pray for a servant mind-set for each staff member 
and that we would glorify Him in all that we do. 

2.  Pray for unity among the staff. 

3.  Pray that everyone will stay healthy and that the 
staff will have the stamina to serve well to the end. 

4.  Pray for wisdom for the Handi*Camp leadership 
team as we make decisions, provide guidance and 
encourage the staff. 

5.  Pray for safety in camp activities and off-camp trips. 

6.  Pray for spiritual growth and open hearts of each 
camper/guest as they hear the Truth of God’s 
Word presented. Pray for those teaching His Word 
throughout the summer. 

7.  Pray that this summer will make an impact of 
eternal significance on each person involved (staff, 
campers, guests). 



“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7W hat a great blessing to be able to represent 
H*VMI and join hundreds of Christian 
leaders from the US and around the world 

for this great event, February 17-20, Calvary Community 
Church, Westlake Village, CA.

The purpose of the conference was to bring together 
pastors, disability leaders, educators and practitioners, 
who are connected with Joni & Friends Ministry all over 
the world, to create an exciting new era for Kingdom 
advancement among people with disabilities everywhere. 
For those of you who want numbers, there were 1005 
registered attendees from 54 countries and 39 US states.

The conference kicked off with an evening service and 
the keynote address by Joni Eareckson Tada, the Founder 
and Chief Executive of JAF Ministries. The excellent 
speaker helped me to gain a fresh Biblical vision and 
explore cutting-edge ministry models as we focused on 
Christ, the church and the community. This conference 
created an opportunity to share experiences, learn new 
things the Lord is doing through others, discover how to 
practically and effectively promote disability ministry in 
the Christian community and enable attendees to forge 
strong networking relationships. 

There were scores of 
workshops for participants 
to make a choice. One of 
my favorites, that changed 
my life, helped me to learn 
how to use simple methods 
to prepare lessons and teach 
Bible lessons for people with 
disabilities. Other topics 
included The Apostle Paul 
on Brokenness, Leadership 
and Disability; Culture, the Gospel and People with 
Disabilities; Can People with Intellectual/Developmental 
Disabilities Understand the Gospel?; Unseen Disabilities: 
Mental Illness and Depression; Matthew 28 - Evangelizing 
People with Disabilities Among the Nations; The 
Goodness of God and the Problem of Pain—A Global 
Perspective; and many others.

I thank God for the JAF ministry. I am so thankful that 
I could attend this conference to receive encouragement 
and to gain insights for networking with churches and 
leaders to reach out to people with disabilities and their 
families in Africa. 

Joni & Friends Global Access Conference
By Larry Lamina, Director, H*VMI Ghana, West Africa

H*VMI Upcoming Events 2015
May 15-16  H*VMI Board of Directors Meeting 
 H*VMI Office, Ephrata  PA 

May 19-July 4  Handi*Camp  

June 6 Malaga Camp Clean-Up Day

July 13-17 Servant Orientation

August 8 BASIS Picnic, Annville PA 
  (Lavelle, Lancaster, Lebanon PA Support Groups)

August 15 Family Picnic, Akron PA  
 (for PIP, Bible Club and Handi*Camp Families) 

August 22 BASIS Picnic , Location TBD 
 (Williamstown, NJ and Aldan PA Support Groups)

August 24 H*VMI Night at Lancaster Barnstormers Baseball Game

September 28 Golf Outing, Centerton Golf Club, Pittsgrove NJ

October 3 Lancaster County Banquet, Yoders, New Holland PA 

For more information, visit hvmi.org or call 717.859.4777.

Monday, September 28th, 2015
9AM Shotgun Start

at 
Centerton Golf Club, 

Pittsgrove, NJ 

Outing

Save the Date
13th Annual
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