
“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7

By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director
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Builders Together—"The H*VMI 
Construction Company"

Exodus 36:1-3 provides a scenario very similar 
to the report above! It’s a wonderful example of 

how, when everyone does their part, God works to 
accomplish His purposes.

The project He laid out before His people in that chapter 
was the construction of the sanctuary. God initiated 
the plan. (See Exodus 35:1) He chose Moses to be the 
foreman. Moses then passed on the blueprints to the 
workers. The Bible tells us that the Lord placed skills and 
understanding in certain people whom He chose to do the 
work. While they got busy building, others gave offerings. 
Most construction projects come in OVER BUDGET; 
but this particular project was OVERFUNDED! In fact, 
Moses had to ask the people to STOP GIVING because 
the project had plenty more money than was needed. How 
the foreman’s heart must have been blessed. How GOD 
must have been blessed by such cheerful giving!!

H*VMI has MANY ongoing “construction projects.” The 
“sanctuary” we are building is in the lives of men, women 
and children who are hurting or have disabilities, here 

in the States and internationally. As you read this issue 
of Increase, I hope you will rejoice with me in all God is 
doing in and through H*VMI’s missionaries, ministry 
staff, volunteers and programs. They, along with the Board 
of H*VMI, are the workers God has called to keep hands 
on the building projects. Partnering with them, though, is 
YOU, who support in prayer and in your offerings.

Unlike Moses, I can’t say, “Stop giving!” I’d love to be able 
to send a message like that. But, the reality is that we need 
you…more than ever. The “sanctuary” we’re building 
won’t be completed until Gabriel blows his trumpet. 
While we are busy building, we need you to pray and to 
give. As you pray, as you give, hearts are turned to Jesus 
and people are greatly encouraged in the life challenges 
they face. Another and then another building block is 
added. And, the sanctuary becomes stronger.

The “H*VMI Construction Company” is God’s. We’re 
honored and blessed to work alongside you in all the 
“projects” He brings to our attention.

What would you think if you received the following report  
from a missionary? 

“All is well; all prayers have been answered with a YES; all projects 
are right on schedule; all needs are met...SEND NO MONEY!!!” 

www.hvmi.org
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Hope and Help in Grief:  
Ministering to Children and Adults
February 12, 2011

Since everyone loves somebody and 
everybody dies, everyone grieves at some time 
in life. Everyone can also be a good comforter 
to others around you who are grieving. In 
this seminar, you will learn typical issues 
grieving people face; patterns of grief; age 
related behaviors (what's "normal" in grief); 
what Jesus offers; and how you can be His 
ambassadors to those who are grieving.

Presented by Judy Blore:
Judy Blore has worked in the arena of grief 
and loss for over 40 years as lab researcher at a 
hospital, as the first manager of the first Ronald 
McDonald House, and, for the past 20 years, as 
director of H*VMI’s BASIS ministry for bereaved 
parents. She has learned from those in the valley 
of the shadow about how grief feels and about the 
hope found in Christ. Judy has published articles 
about grief and participated in the GriefShare 
video series.

Helping Children of Divorce
March 12, 2011

Divorce is an epidemic problem in our 
country. This seminar is for those interested 
in understanding how divorce affects 
children and for those who desire to learn 
how to help them and their families. We will 
also provide information on how to help 
those in blended families.

Presented by Jackie England and Judy Edinger:
Jackie is the Assistant Education/Training 
Coordinator for H*VMI’s REST Ministries. 
She has served as women’s ministry coordinator 
and on the mission committee in her church 
and developed curriculum for women’s Bible 
study and Sunday school classes. Jackie is a 
gifted speaker and teacher with training in 
public speaking, writing, Bible education and life 
coaching. She is eager to encourage women in 
their relationship with God.

Judy Edinger is the Education/Training 
Coordinator for H*VMI’s REST Ministries. 
Coming from a background of abuse and 
addiction, Judy presents Biblical restoration from 
personal experience and education. She enjoys 
teaching and helping women learn to walk in the 
freedom found in Christ. Judy disciples women 
and facilitates support and GriefShare groups at 
her home church.

Bipolar Illness
April 9, 2011

This seminar includes medical information 
defining Bipolar Illness, looking at the mood 
spectrum, finding ways to properly manage 
bipolar illness and recognize the warning 
signs of relapse.

Presented by Cathi Myers:
Cathi Myers is an RN with a BS in Nursing and 
an MA in Counseling. For over 25 years, she 
has served people who were hurting physically, 
mentally, emotionally and spiritually. Cathi 
works part time at a local psychiatric hospital 
and directs H*VMI's Minds Renewed Ministry, 
helping people renew their minds in God’s Word 
with special support and encouragement for 
people addressing mental health issues.

All seminars will be held at:
New Joy Church • 35 New Joy Drive • Ephrata, PA 17522

Time:
Registration and breakfast begin at 8:30AM  
Seminars begin at 9AM-12PM 

Information and Registration: 
Online: www.hvmi.org  
Or Contact: Tara Kelley, 717.859.4777 or tkelley@hvmi.org
Cost:
Each seminar is $20.00 and includes materials,  
continental breakfast and snacks.

H*VMI’S 2011 Seminar Series
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Judy Edinger and I recently spent three weeks in Recife, 
Brazil. Recife is beautiful—it is located on the Atlantic 

Ocean coast and is known as the “Brazilian Venice” 
because of the many waterways that run through it. As we 
traveled throughout the city, the word “ESPERANCA” 
on the side of a hospital building greeted us. Esperanca, 
translated hope, is the reason we went to Brazil. I Peter 3:15 
reminds us that we should always be ready to give a reason 
for the hope that we have; and it was our desire to share the 
hope we have in Christ with those in Recife.

We were invited to come to Brazil by MCB Brazil to teach 
a break-out session at their annual leaders’ conference 
and to present a Bridge to Restoration Workshop. At the 
conference we used the story of Joseph to encourage the 
pastors and leaders to use their experiences to help others. 
We talked about God’s sovereignty, His purpose and plan 
for our lives. We saw how suffering and persecution can 
be used for good and for God’s glory.

We taught the Bridge to Restoration Workshop in Olinda, 
a neighborhood in Recife. BTR’s students’ materials 
and PowerPoint presentation have been translated into 
Portuguese, and Judy and I spoke through a translator. 
Attending this conference were many who were interested 
in learning how to disciple those who have been abused. 
We were able to connect with those who are willing to work 
on translating the teacher’s notes into Portuguese; this will 
be a great resource for the church in Brazil as they seek to 
teach and use Biblical Discipleship in their ministries.

Judy and I were given an amazing opportunity to go into 
the public university and talk with the students in the 

English classes. We sat and answered their questions. 
Since the first question was usually, “What are you doing 
in Brazil?” we had the opportunity, to speak about God’s 
love for us all as revealed through the life and death of 
Jesus. Another opportunity was given to us by Kid’s Place, 
a ministry of Volunteers for Christ, Brazil. Kid’s Place 
has a program that reaches 80 children in the slums. Judy 
and I were able to speak to the mothers while the children 
attended the program. Over the course of two morning 
sessions we spoke about the importance of being a good 
role model for our children and the type of legacy we are 
leaving them. Our supporters also gave us the funds needed 
to host a luncheon for the mothers and their children. 

The time went fast; we faced many challenges and 
met many individuals who are seeking God’s will for 
their lives and their country. Through the ministry 
opportunities, we were able to share God’s love with 
many. We thank God for the opportunity given us and 
for our partners who supported us with their prayers and 
financial resources. Through God’s grace, all have a part 
in His work and all will share the reward.

Brazil—The World's Fifth Largest Country
Our Trip to Brazil

By Jackie England, Assistant Education/Training 
Coordinator, H*VMI’s REST Ministries

Jackie and Judy with Pastor "VaVa"

But, not too far away! Our mailing address and 
phone number will remain the same. Our new 

physical address is 824 E.Main Street, Ephrata, PA .

We’ve moved just three miles from our previous location. 
God has provided the opportunity for us to lease a 
beautiful suite of offices from a Christian business 
man. He and we are looking very much forward to our 
association with each other. The lease is for three years, 

Going-Going-Gone! H*VMI Ministry Center Has Moved!
after which time, Lord willing, we will be relocating to 
the campus of Lancaster Bible College.

While you rejoice with us for this provision of God 
for the H*VMI ministry center—both at the new, 
temporary Ephrata address and, in three years, when we 
move to LBC—please continue to pray that God will 
provide our OWN Handi*Camp site. 
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Jackie England

I was raised in a religious 
home. I knew God existed 

but my view of Him was not 
based on Scripture. I thought I 
could be good enough and earn 
my own salvation. Somehow I 
thought that heaven was limited 
to a certain number of people 
and we would be graded on 
a curve and the best million, 
or whatever, would get in. As 
long as I could find someone 

else who was worse than I was, I thought 
I was ok. Of course, this is not what God 
says; but I was more interested in my own 
truth than God’s truth at that time in my 
life. I married young and soon we had three 
children. When our children were still 
young, my husband accepted Jesus as his 
Savior. We then decided to send our oldest 
to a Christian school. Since she was being 
taught the truths of Scripture I decided to 
use the Bible to teach her the truths of MY 
religion. This is when I began to search after 
God and His truth. I continued attending 
my own church and occasionally I would 
attend church with my husband, John. At my 

uncle’s funeral, when the pastor said that my 
uncle had been saved prior to his death, the 
relief I felt made me realize that I really did 
believe that salvation was by faith alone. The 
following Sunday I attended church with my 
husband and accepted Christ as my Lord and 
Savior. God’s Word tells us that He is at work 
transforming us into the image of Christ; but 
I didn’t look much like Christ. I was filled 
with anger, bitterness and fear. I seldom went 
out and, when I did, I needed to have a plan. 
I wanted to know where I was going, what I 
was doing and who I would see. Since things 
seldom work out the way we plan, my life 
was miserable. God began to teach me how 
to trust Him and how to live in a way that 
allowed Him to be in control. Gradually the 
fear, anger and bitterness gave way to trust, 
obedience and forgiveness. As leader of the 
women’s ministry at my church, I met Judy 
Edinger (REST Ministries missionary) and 
learned about the ministry of H*VMI. After 
spending some time working with Judy as 
a volunteer, God called me to join H*VMI 
as a full-time missionary. I look forward to 
using the gifts He has given me to serve the 
hurting and to encourage local churches 
in ministering to the hurting in their 
community.  

SERVANT Orientation
By Deb Clark, Assistant to the Executive Director of H*VMI, Director of CounselingMinistries

Meet Our New H*VMI Missionaries

SERVANT Orientation is designed to 
equip our incoming missionaries and 

ministry staff for the road 
ahead as they anticipate 
the various aspects of 
ministry. Included are 
sessions that will prepare 
them for building a 
spiritual foundation; 
doing self-evaluation; 
developing resources 

in prayer and finances; learning about the 
vision of H*VMI; becoming accountable 
in their relationships as well as their time; 

knowing what is expected of them with 
reports and forms; and ministry training 
to sharpen their gifts and skills. The theme 
comes from Galatians 5:13b where we are 
encouraged to “serve one another in love.” 
During the week of October 11-15, 2010 we 
had four participants (shown Left to Right in 
photo): Sam Johnson Jr. (H*VMI missionary, 
Discipleship Ministries, Handi*Camp), Diane 
Wolgemuth (H*VMI ministry staff, BASIS), 
Heather Albrecht (H*VMI ministry staff, 
REST Ministries), Jackie England (H*VMI 
missionary, REST Ministries). We are thrilled 
to welcome these four servants to our family!
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Sam Johnson

I accepted Christ 
as my Savior 

when I was a 
teenager. I began 
attending Aldan 
Union Church in 
Aldan, PA, where 
I really began to 
grow in the Lord. I 
also began working 
at Handi*Camp. 

I spent 19 summers there as a counselor. It 
was the last night of a mission’s conference 
at Aldan Union that someone came up to 
me and said, “Sam, you should go full-time 
with H*VMI.” I said, “Let me go home and 
pray about it.” Shortly after that, I went to our 
Handi*Camp winter retreat. The Lord spoke 
to me and said, “Sam, I want you full-time 
with H*VMI.” I talked with Tim Sheetz 
about it that weekend. That very same day, 
six other individuals said something similar 
to me, not knowing what I was already 
thinking or about my conversation with Tim. 
A week later, I was home, spending some 
time with the Lord. I opened my devotional 

and the heading for the day’s reading was, 
GOD NEEDS YOU. It basically talked 
about how God uses ordinary people to do 
extraordinary jobs. I was finally convinced 
that God wanted me at H*VMI. I realized 
that God was at work all through the years 
to bring me to this point. I never expected it 
to happen, even through the 19 years I was 
working at Handi*Camp. A verse that came 
to my mind was II Timothy 3:16-17, “All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped 
for every good work.” My role is going to 
be in H*VMI’s Discipleship Ministries 
Department. This consists of Bible clubs; 
one-on-one Bible studies, or Bible studies 
in a group; visitation, including visiting our 
campers throughout the winter months; 
recruiting campers and summer staff. Of 
course, there is summer camp itself. It’s a 
great honor to be a part of this ministry. I 
have a mild case of cerebral palsy on the right 
side of my body; but it doesn’t stop me from 
serving the Lord. I feel the Lord wants me to 
use my own disability as a ministry to others.

Volunteers for Jesus
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless but because they are priceless!!!!

H*VMI’s “army” of volunteers far 
outnumbers our missionaries and 

ministry staff! We couldn’t possibly conduct 
the programs of H*VMI without them. We 
thank the Lord for each one. Among the 
MANY ways they serve—they volunteer 
as receptionists; assist with Bible clubs and 
Bible studies for people with disabilities or 
in prison; facilitate and host PIP and BASIS 
support groups; serve as cooks, photographers, 
etc. at Handi*Camp; provide encouragement 
through correspondence and visitations. 

There’s something for everyone to do! 
If you would like to become a volunteer 
with H*VMI, please contact: Tara Kelley 

at tkelley@hvmi.org. She’ll be more than 
delighted to “plug you in.”  

In this issue of Increase, we’re 
delighted to feature two of H*VMI’s 
REST Ministries volunteers. 

Alison Worrall is an invaluable 
volunteer in REST Ministries’ thrift 
store ministry, Tabitha’s Treasure 
Chest. Prior to volunteering with 
Tabitha’s twenty hours a week, Alison 
was a Practical Nurse (LPN) for 
35 years. She retired in November 
of 2008. She heard about the ministry 
through her church, Calvary Fellowship in 
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Volunteers for Jesus (continued)
Downingtown. Originally, she came to the 
store simply to shop; but when she arrived, 
the Holy Spirit prompted her to want to 
serve there also. Cindy Harmon was working 
there that day, so Alison asked her, “Do you 
need help here?” Cindy replied, “Come with 
me…” Cindy then showed her the back of 
the store, where clothes and donations were 
piled high all around them and in much need 
of organization. Alison started volunteering 
the following week. When asked, “What do 
you enjoy most?” Alison replied, “Meeting the 
people and interacting with them.” She also 
loves seeing when somebody finds something 
they really need or want—how God provides 
for those who walk through our doors. What 
part is the most stretching for her? Initially, it 
was gaining an awareness of the community, 
with the Veteran’s Hospital and Methadone 
Clinic (a clinic for those recovering from 
heroin addiction) so close by. “But now that 
I’m aware, I’m able to use part of my nursing 
background to better understand their needs 
and behavior.”

Kristina Reisinger, is a gifted teacher and 
a valued volunteer in REST 
Ministries’ Women’s Prison 
Team Chester County 
Correctional Center since 
2008.

After years of leading a Bible 
Study group for women 
at my church, God began 
gently telling me to “get out 
of church” and go “love the 
unlovely.” I felt scared to 
obey Him because serving 

within a church felt safe, but I had also been 
growing in my trust and in my desire to obey. 
I knew God would supply whatever courage I 
needed, so I began to pray for His direction. 
When I heard about REST Ministries’ prison 
ministry, it felt so right. I’ve always thought 
of myself as a wild woman—rebellious, 
wayward, contrary. I myself came to Jesus 
with many misconceptions and emotional 
baggage caused by a spotty biblical education 

and some bad experiences with “religion.” 
Because in many ways I was an unchurched 
seeker, I have a heart for women in a similar 
situation—women who are perhaps a little 
rough around the edges, perhaps a little 
misguided in their thinking, yet still pursuing 
God simply because God keeps pursing 
them. My only experience with prison prior 
to joining REST was “Law and Order,” so I 
was a bit intimidated the first time I went. I 
quickly learned that the reality is much less 
scary and far more humbling. The women 
I meet are just women. I can picture them 
standing in the supermarket line with 
me or playing with their kids at the park. 
These women, by the very nature of their 
“normality,” convict me of God’s grace and 
protection over my life that kept me out of 
prison through my wild years. I love seeing 
a more long-term inmate begin mentoring 
and shepherding the younger/newer 
inmates—helping them read and understand 
their Bible better or helping them pray. One 
summer we had a woman who gathered all 
the women together and held a mini-study 
before we came so that each woman would 
feel that she had something to contribute to 
our discussions. III John 4 says, “I have no 
greater joy than to see my children walking 
in truth.” That’s how I feel when I see them 
helping each other find God’s path. I wish 
we could do more and just flood the whole 
prison campus with Jesus. Right now, REST 
Ministries is the only consistent source of 
worship and study offered to the women. I 
wish we could go twice a week and connect 
with the women inside the regular prison, not 
just at the work release center. However, I also 
believe God hand-picked me and others to go 
there, and He has a plan for us however weak 
and insignificant we may feel sometimes. I 
remember the lesson I took from the story of 
Gideon: 1 God + 1 weakling = a majority. The 
women in prison are hurting… terribly. Pray 
they choose Jesus to deal with their pain, not 
their old ways. Pray for our whole Team, that 
we bring the women a consistent message of 
grace, love, hope and enduring truth.
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We came—all 450 of us—we ate—we talked —we ate—we laughed—we ate—we 
sang…we ate—we were entertained… You get the idea. Our 7th annual banquet, 

“Laughter, the Best Medicine,” on October 2, 2010 at Shady Maple Banquet Center was 
a time to do all the above. Most of all, it was a time to worship our Heavenly Father Who 
said, in Proverbs 17:22 (NIrV), “A cheerful heart makes you healthy.”  

We thank the Lord for everyone who made the day a success—by praying, by attending, 
by supporting with donations for the ministry prior to, during and after the day.  

Who said rain stops a true golfer?

God has always blessed our ministry events 
with great weather and good attendance 

at our annual golf fundraiser. This year, 
however, our golf outing was in question as we 
began the day with stormy weather. Actually, 
at the “shotgun start,” IT WAS POURING!!! 
But the clouds soon cleared, it stopped raining 
and 64 golfers took to the course. Those who 
attended had the opportunity to enjoy a 
delicious lunch, great fellowship and generous 
door prizes donated by 72 companies and 
individuals. During our luncheon, we were 
able to share an informative PowerPoint 
presentation about the outreach and programs 
of H*VMI.

Plans are already underway for the 2011 
Golf Outing on September 26, 2011 at 
Centerton Golf Club, Centerton, NJ. The 

It Was Delicious and Delightful!!   
The 7th Annual H*VMI Banquet

Our guest artists, Charlie and Ruth 
Jones, of Peculiar People.

Save the Date for Next Year's Event!

H*VMI's Annual Charity Golf Outing

October 1, 2011! Plans are now being set in place for our next year’s event. This 
won’t be a banquet. We’re excited to be welcoming Michael Card to an H*VMI 

sponsored concert to be held at Lancaster Bible College, Lancaster, PA. Ticket 
information will be available after January 1, 2011.  

restaurant manager 
has committed to 
providing the same 
quality food, and 
we believe God will 
provide us with 
another spectacular 
day to enjoy a great 
time of fellowship 
and opportunity to 
share in the ongoing 
ministry of H*VMI. 
We look forward to 
seeing you on September 26, 2011.

Want to help in the planning of the 2011 Golf 
Outing? Call Paul Lehto at 856-686-1064.

by Paul Lehto, H*VMI’s Director of Development



Executive Director:  
Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry DepartMents

BASIS
for bereaved parents and families

Disability Training 
supporting the church in disability ministry

Discipleship Ministries
year round opportunities for people with  
disabilities; people who are hospitalized;  
or people who live in residential facilities

Grief Seminars 
help for coping with loss

Handi*Camp 
camping and Bible Conference opportunities 

for people with disabilities

International 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other training ministries

Minds Renewed
addressing mental health issues

PIP 
for parents of individuals with disabilities

REST Ministries
for those who have experienced abuse,  

addictions, imprisonment

Twilight Senior Ministries 
for those in nursing homes

Editor:  Kathy Sheetz
Design:  Claire Krout

For more information contact us at:

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

PO Box 122  
Akron, PA 17501-0122

Phone:  717.859.4777
E-mail:  info@hvmi.org

Website: www.hvmi.org
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______________________________________________________________________
s Name                                   (If your gift will be made by credit card, please print your name as shown on the card.)

_______________________________________________________________________________
s Street or PO Box

_______________________________________________________________________________
s City

_______________________________________________________________________________  

s State                                                                                                                          s Zip

_______________________________________________________________________________
s Phone                      

_______________________________________________________________________________
s E-mail 

Yes! I/we would like to help!

o Here’s my $ __________ gift for:  ____________________________________

Method of Payment
o Check (please make your check payable to H*VMI) 

o Credit Card # :  __________________________________________________

o Visa     o MasterCard          Expiration Date:  ______  /  ______

Signature:  ___________________________________  Date:  ____________

Ongoing Opportunities
o As God enables, I/we would like to be an ongoing H*VMI financial partner, 

 in the amount of: ____________

 o Annually o Quarterly o Monthly

 o Check  o Credit Card (complete authorization above)

 o Send me information about automatic withdrawal from my bank account (EFT).

 o Send me information about Planned Giving. 

Please print information below. Thank You!

missionary / ministry / special project / general ministry

o Yes! I’d prefer to receive Increase via E-mail. (please fill out your information on the form above)

Builders Together—"The H*VMI Construction Company"

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You!  

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™
PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 

Phone: 717.859.4777    E-mail: info@hvmi.org    Website: www.hvmi.org

We ended 2009 $51,000 
in the red; but, 

by God’s grace and the 
dedication of our donors, we 
completely recovered.

We don't want to "see red" 
again! We invite you to help 
us finish 2010 IN THE 
BLACK—so we can keep 
on BUILDING into the lives 
of people! We look forward 
to saying, “Thank you, dear 
Lord”—and thank you to all 
of you, our ministry partners!!!

83.25%

Ministry Income 
January-November 2010

$1,032,015
Budget for 2010  

$859,191
As of Nov. 1, 2010

Help Fill the Gap!
We need $172,824 
between now and 
December 31 to end 
2010 in the black.


