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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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By Tim Sheetz, Executive Director

Work to Do—Time Running Out!

It’s true. It’s all true. God’s Word is always and all true. 
It speaks of wars, rumors of wars and natural disasters. 

(We had an unprecedented East Coast earthquake 
followed by an historic East Coast hurricane this past 
summer. The news is FILLED with worldwide floods, 
fires and famines.)  The Bible tells us that these things 
will happen—and then the end will come. Even so, come 
quickly, Lord Jesus.

More truth from His Word:  the fields are white unto 
harvest but the laborers are few.

In this issue of Increase, you’ll meet some of the new 
laborers God has provided for H*VMI. We are so blessed 
to have these five very special people to be part of the 
H*VMI Family and ministry. You actually met two of 
them in the last issue, Ron and Joan Denlinger. Ron and 
I are making our way through the mentoring process 
in preparation for him to assume the role of Executive 
Director of H*VMI. The more I get to know him and his 
family, the more thrilled I am to know that the Denlingers 
are a very important part of God’s plan for the future of 
this mission.

Kyle and Leah Robinson and Tom Brown got to know 
us—and we got to know them—through Handi*Camp. 
(Kyle was born at Handi*Camp! Actually, he was born in 
a hospital DURING Handi*Camp. He is the son of Brian 
Robinson, our former H*C Director.) We had our eye on 
these three gifted and dedicated servants during the years 
they ministered at Handi*Camp. We’re so thankful God 
spoke to them about a fulltime ministry with H*VMI and 
they responded to Him with a “YES!”

While you enjoy reading testimonies and getting to know 
these five new H*VMI missionaries, would you pray with 
us, please, that many more laborers would come to serve 

with us. There are so many of 
those fields white unto harvest—
so much more to be done!! With 
God’s provision, in His strength, 
by His direction and with your 
support and encouragement we’ll 
accomplish many more things 
before that glorious end comes!!!

Filling the Gaps
We’re looking to God to bring people to us 
as soon as possible to be mentored into the 
following key positions within the next one 
to two years. Please pray with us for God 
to provide–and–please spread the word to 
those you know who might be interested in the 
possibility of joining our ministry family:

Director of Development

Director, Disability Training Ministries

Director, Handi*Camp 

Nurse Manager, Handi*Camp 

Director, BASIS Ministry 

Director, REST Ministries 

Manager, Tabitha’s Treasure Chest  
(thrift store ministry in Coatesville PA)
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H*VMI’s “army” of volunteers outnumbers our 
missionaries and ministry staff! We couldn’t 

possibly conduct the programs of H*VMI without 
them. We thank the Lord for each one. Among the MANY 
ways they serve—they volunteer as receptionists; assist with 
Bible clubs and Bible studies for people with disabilities or in 
prison; facilitate and host PIP and BASIS support groups; 
serve as cooks, photographers, etc. at Handi*Camp; 
provide encouragement through correspondence and 
visitations. There’s something for everyone to do! If you 
would like to become a volunteer with H*VMI, please 
contact: Tara Kelley at tkelley@hvmi.org. She’ll be more 
than delighted to “plug you in.”  

In this issue of Increase, please meet two people who 
volunteer at our monthly Akron, PA Bible Club. Before 
you hear from them, listen to what Tara Kelley, Director 
of H*VMI’s Discipleship Ministries, has to say:

“On the first Thursday evening of each month, 40-50 
children, teens and adults with various disabilities 
eagerly make their way to Bible Club and Study. We 
share together in worship, a Bible lesson, skits and other 
fun activities to make God’s Word ‘come alive.’ But, for 
all of this to happen, we have needed people to serve 
in countless ways...from setting up tables and serving 
snacks...to being the hands, feet or voices of those to 
whom we minister. God has graciously provided a team of 
volunteers who faithfully and selflessly give of their time 
to share in ministry to our friends! Would you like to join 
us too?”

Jennifer Ruch 
One of my earliest encounters with 
people who are disabled was, at the 
time, a quite frightening experience. 
In elementary school, an older girl 
from across the street would often 
come over to the school playground. 
She was bigger than us, and different. 
She would ask again and again, 

“What’s your name?” We would tell her, but she continued 
to ask. We climbed high up in the jungle gym to get away. 
I learned later that her name was Millie.

I have had some other encounters as I grew. One was a 
boy who was blind at camp whom I loved to lead by the 
arm to places. Another, a classmate who had MS and died 
before we graduated. My husband and I later adopted 
a special needs child. When I was asked to help out at 
Bible Club, I recalled all these different experiences. I had 
some fears that were quickly dissolved as I got to know 
this amazing group of people. Today, I love their jokes, 
hugs and laughter. They all mean so much to me and I am 
amazed again and again at how God is using them in the 
lives they touch, including my own.

Tim Landis 

My name is Tim Landis and I have 
been a volunteer with H*VMI 
for nearly 6 years. The Lancaster 
County Bible Club has many clients 
who faithfully attend our monthly 
Bible study. Years ago, the staff 
decided to split the large group 
into two groups which would then 
allow for more strategic study and growth. Working in 
conjunction with Tammy Arrowsmith, one of the H*VMI 
missionaries, has been a real joy as we strive to challenge 
each client to live out the Truths of Scripture. Even 
though I do not claim to have the gift of teaching, the 
preparations and accountability of obeying God’s Word as 
I teach has helped my own personal walk with Jesus. Over 
the past years we have studied challenging subjects such 
as the Holy Spirit, Who We Are as Christians and a study 
written by an author who is blind, Jennifer Rothschild. 
The fact that the clients remember what we teach is an 
indication of the fruit that is bearing from our studies. I 
am truly blessed to be a small part of this ministry. 

Volunteers For Jesus
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless!!!
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A Ministry of Compassion

BASIS   •   Disability Training   •   Discipleship Ministries   •   Grief Seminars   •   Handi*Camp

International   •   Minds Renewed   •   PIP   •   REST Ministries   •   Twilight Senior Ministries

Timothy D. Sheetz

Executive Director

H*VMI is a faith-based mission that exists to share the love of the Lord Jesus Christ and equip the Church to share His love 

with people around the world who have disabilities, medical or mental health challenges or broken hearts, 

so that they may become growing and serving members of the Body of Christ through:

™

Dear Leah,

It is with great joy, and on behalf of the board and staff, that I welcome you 

to SERVANT Orientation. We as a board and staff trust that this experience 

will be an encouragement to you as you continue your ministry work with 

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International.

Our Lord, at the beginning of His ministry said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach 

the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19) Truly He lived this out as He 

focused His ministry on the hurting, many of whom had been discarded, forgotten 

or overlooked by society. 

SERVANT Orientation is designed to equip you for the road ahead as you 

anticipate the various aspects of your ministry. Our staff has included sessions 

that will prepare you for building a spiritual foundation; doing self-evaluation; 

developing resources in prayer and finances; learning about the vision of H*VMI; 

becoming accountable in your relationships as well as your time; knowing what is 

expected of you with reports and forms; and ministry training to sharpen your gifts 

and skills. 

Our staff looks forward to interacting with you throughout this week and we all are 

excited to have you as part of the H*VMI Team. It is our prayer that God will use 

this week to strengthen you as you continue on in your missionary journey serving 

with H*VMI. 

Joyfully in Christ and unto the Praise of His Grace,

Dr. Rich McCarrell

H*VMI Board Chairman  

In August, the missionaries we just welcomed into H*VMI 
completed a program we call Servant Orientation. In 2005, Deb 

Clark, Assistant to the Executive Director of H*VMI, developed this 
very meaningful program for all our new missionaries. It’s comparable 
to other missions’ candidate schools. The letter each new H*VMI 
missionary receives from our Board Chairman describes the essence 
of the program:
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Tom Brown
When I was six years old, my 
mother and father were divorced. 
My mother had custody of 
myself and my three brothers. 
My mother had inadequate 
income and so she placed us 
three youngest in a Christian 
children’s home.

In my cottage, we had a Pastor, 
Wilmer Martin, and his wife, 
Arlean, as houseparents. We 
learned about Jesus and the Bible. We memorized John 
3:16 as well as the names of the books of the Bible. Then 
when I was about 8 years old, I learned from the Wordless 
Gospel Book that Jesus died for the wrong things I had 
done and that if I asked Jesus, He would take my black 
sinful heart and wash it white as snow. I learned that Jesus 
loved me and I realized that He had become my best 
Friend. When it came time to do our Saturday chores I 
was sad because I could not go out to play and I missed 
my mother, but my heart turned to my invisible Friend 

who comforted me and gave me joy with His Presence. 
The chores became a time of sweet worship.

Eventually my mother managed to get a good job that 
enabled her to bring me and my two brothers home. 
Unfortunately, I came home a Christian at age10 but 
went astray at age 12. Fast forward to me being a lost 
soul looking into death’s door at age 27. I had become a 
painting contractor and was working on a rental and my 
slow progress was holding back the landlord from showing 
it. Discouraged after yet another long day of work and little 
progress, I decided to do a good deed and mop the floor. 
As I mopped, an old familiar joy came over me and I fell 
to my knees. I hadn’t had that feeling for such a very, very 
long time. It was the sweet, sweet Presence of Jesus. By the 
end of that week I rededicated my life to Jesus.

Eight years ago I was invited by an H*VMI missionary 
to be a counselor at Handi*Camp and have served every 
year since. After I had been helping at many Bible Clubs 
for several years, I felt led to join full-time. I look forward 
to continuing to serve the True Joy Giver, in H*VMI’s 
Discipleship Ministries and Twilight Senior Ministries.

Our New H*VMI Missionaries

Starting a Minds Renewed Ministry Manual 

The Starting a Minds Renewed Ministry manual is completed and available!!! The objective of this manual is to assist 
individuals, churches and other organizations in developing a Minds Renewed Ministry. 

Why Consider a Minds Renewed Ministry? A Minds Renewed Ministry is designed to assist 
every person obtain and maintain their optimal overall health. Minds Renewed Ministry 
calls overall health Interwoven Health. Interwoven Health is the health of every aspect of 
an individual:  the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual that was knit together by God. 
(Psalm 139:13)

When a person has Interwoven Health problems, it causes turmoil for the individual and it 
also affects everyone around him/her. A Minds Renewed Ministry can help every person to: 

•	 Renew	his/her	mind	in	the	Holy	Bible

•	 Obtain	and	maintain	his/her	optimal	Interwoven	Health	

•	 Love	God	and	all	people,	including	those	with	mental	illness,	the	way	that	Jesus	modeled	and	 
commanded us to love in Mark 12:29-31

This manual contains materials to assist all people in achieving their optimal Interwoven Health and help prevent 
illness. The materials will also assist those who desire to develop a support group to help members address mental 
illness personally or with a loved one.

For more information concerning this manual and purchasing details, see www.hvmi.org or contact our H*VMI office  
at 717.859.4777.

Starting a Minds Renewed Ministry 

by Catherine M. Myers, RN, BSN, MA
Director of Minds Renewed Minds Renewed is an outreach of  Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™
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Ron and Joan Denlinger
Editor’s note: You met the Denlingers in the last issue of 
Increase…and you can learn more about them as a family 
on their website, www.joyinaforeignland.com.

Leah Robinson

Hello my name is Leah Robinson. I 
was born and raised in a Christian 
home. I accepted Christ at the age 
of 12 at Malaga Camp. I believed in 
God but I feel like I only accepted him 
because I knew it was the right thing 
to do. Through the next few years I 
let peer pressure get the best of me. I 
became a Sunday Christian. I would 
go to church on Sunday and seem 
like the perfect little girl. Then every 
other day I’d do whatever I wanted to 
do. Around the age of 17 I was asked 
to go to Revelation Generation with 
my youth group. I went, not really 

expecting to get a lot out of it. On Saturday night the 
speaker said “If you want to give up what’s in the past 
and give it up to God, then stand up and yell, ‘I want the 
cross!’ ” I was looking around the room seeing people 
standing up and making that commitment. All of a 
sudden I had this weird sensation run through my body, 
something I’ve never felt before. I tried to ignore it but I 
couldn’t and I stood up and yelled that I wanted the cross. 
I believe that is when my journey with Christ actually 
started. In November of 2007 applying for Handi*Camp 
first crossed my mind, and I applied. I was nervous since 
I never worked with people with disabilities, but I knew 
that I wanted to give them the camping experience I 
always loved. I met my husband that first summer of 
camp and I knew from the start that he would end up 
joining H*VMI but me joining never crossed my mind. 
As we were talking with Tim one day at camp he asked 
me where did I see myself with H*VMI, and I didn’t 
really know what to say. I prayed and prayed about it and 
in the end, joining H*VMI was the right decision for me. 
That first summer of working changed my life forever 
and I know this ministry will continue to change a lot of 
people’s lives and I am very excited to be a part of that.

Kyle Robinson

Hello my name is Kyle Robinson. 
I came to Christ as a young child 
after a church service where the 
gospel was presented. I don’t so 
much remember my salvation 
experience as much as my first 
evangelistic experience. God 
used me to explain the gospel to 
my younger sister soon after I put 
my trust in Him and she came to 
the Lord as well. I was blessed to 
be raised in a home with parents 
who instilled in me the value of 
all people as children of God. I 
have been truly blessed to grow 
up around Handi*Camp and the H*VMI full-time 
staff; they have all been instrumental in my spiritual 
growth and maturity. Ten years ago or so my parents, 
who were foster parents, were given two young sisters 
with disabilities, Alicia and Kisha. They are now my 
adopted sisters and I have loved growing up for a good 
part of my childhood with them in my family. For all 
of my summers since I can remember I have worked or 
been involved at camp in some way. I have so enjoyed 
my time there serving people with disabilities. I met 
my wife Leah at camp over three years ago and we have 
been married for almost a year now. As I grew older, at 
camp I felt God leading me toward joining H*VMI but 
I was deterred by doubts of where I would fit in or if I 
could help at all. In the past year my interest in joining 
H*VMI was reignited by the presentation of a possible 
position by one of the full-time staff. My wife Leah 
and I spent time in prayer about this and we felt God’s 
direction to contact Tim Sheetz. He helped us start up 
the process of joining H*VMI and we were both able to 
get into Servant Orientation almost right away. Through 
this experience, Leah and I have grown closer together 
and closer to God. It has been such a blessing to be a 
small part of this ministry for so 
much of my life.
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2012 H*VMI Seminars
The following H*VMI seminars, open to all, will be held at New Joy Church, Ephrata, PA. 
The cost for each seminar is $20.00 per person. (Groups of ten or more, registering together, 
will receive a 20% discount.) A continental breakfast will be served at 8:30 a.m. The seminars 
will begin at 9 a.m. and conclude at noon. You can find registration information on our 
website or you can call the H*VMI office directly.

February 11, 2012

Hey! What About Me?
Welcoming and Including Children with Disabilities

Learn how to effectively welcome and include children 
and families touched by disability into the life of your 
church and ministries. Increase your awareness and 
understanding of their needs. Gain practical strategies 
and tools for helping children with disabilities to 
participate successfully and use their unique gifts and 
abilities to bless others.
Presenter: Patti Nell

March 10, 2012

Living With a Sovereign God in a Sour World
This seminar is designed to move us beyond the painful 
feelings that overwhelm us at a time of loss to where God 
fits into the situation. Topics include:  How Did the World 
Get This Way? With My World Crumbling Around Me, How 
Do I Manage? What’s the Good in Bad?

Presenters: Tim and Kathy Sheetz

April 14, 2012

Support Group Dynamics
We live in a sinful, evil world where people don’t always 
act in a godly way and we all experience suffering. 
Support groups can help us learn to use our pain to foster 
healing and growth and to impact the lives of others. This 
workshop will provide information on the importance 
of Biblical support groups in helping hurting people. A 
support group ministry can be a strong evangelical force 
in the community. Support Group Dynamics provides 
information on starting and maintaining support/small 
groups in your church/community.

Presenters:  Judy Edinger and Jackie England

Been There, Done That!

  
  

 
 

  
  

H*VMI can provide a seminar for your: 
conference, church, college or seminary. 
Contact us for a complete list of topics.
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Paul Lehto had heard about mission opportunities 
through the years at his church, First United 

Methodist Church, Brooklawn, NJ. In 2002 he felt 
constrained of God to leave his job of 31 years as a 
salesman to work, first, as a missionary with BCM 
International and then to become an H*VMI missionary. 
In his own words, “I could not forget my experiences 
working with the staff and campers of Handi*Vangelism. 
The compassion and caring demonstrated during 
Handi*Camp had touched my heart. Looking into one of 
the young Handi*Campers’ eyes I felt her saying to me, ‘I 
am a real person. Thank you for caring about me.’ Could I 
do anything else? Does Jesus my Lord ask anything less?”

Paul has served faithfully with H*VMI for ten years as 
our Director of Development. It was a difficult day for 
him and for us when he said he felt that, at the end of 
2011, he must retire. Paul has spearheaded H*VMI’s golf 
outings and baseball game fundraisers. He has worked 
diligently to secure volumes of donated food items for 
Handi*Camp programs, greatly decreasing our camp 
costs. Do we need hot dogs for our PIP picnic?  Paul 
will get them. Can we find business sponsors for our 
banquets?  Ask Paul. Ghana needs a grant for their water 
well project. Paul is on it!!! He will talk to anyone and 
everyone about donating time, items, money for this 
ministry. We have been so grateful for his willingness and 

availability to tirelessly pursue 
meeting of ministry needs. 

He also worked faithfully in 
our Discipleship Ministries 
program, ministering in 
H*VMI Bible clubs and 
studies at Melmark, MSA 
Manor, Inglis House—all 
residential facilities for people with disabilities. He 
mentored young men with disabilities one-on-one, 
encouraging them in their walk with the Lord. We’re 
grateful that he will continue to minister as a volunteer 
in the Discipleship Ministries program, as he’s able. 
His humor, his intensity, and, most importantly, his 
dedication to Christ and His Kingdom are so important 
to all those to whom he ministers.

Saying “Good-bye” to Paul as an H*VMI missionary and 
our Director of Development leaves an ENORMOUS 
vacuum in this mission. Our immediate question: “Who 
can possibly replace Paul Lehto?”  Please pray with us 
about this pivotal need in the H*VMI ministry.

The Board of Directors of H*VMI and the entire H*VMI 
missionary family is so grateful to God for the privilege of 
serving Him together with Paul. Thank you, Paul, for your 
faithfulness to the Lord and to this ministry.

Saying “Good-Bye” to a Dear Friend

Still Ahead! 
Be sure to check our website 
for a complete list of support 
groups and Bible clubs. 
Click: “Our Calendar.”

November 5, 2011
H*VMI South Jersey Banquet  
(see the invitation in this issue of Increase)

November 18-20, 2011
H*VMI Family Retreat 

 
 
 
 



Executive Director:  
Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry DepartMents

BASiS
for bereaved parents and families

Disability training 
supporting the church in  

disability ministry

Discipleship Ministries
year round opportunities for people with 

disabilities; people who are hospitalized; or 
people who live in residential facilities

Grief Seminars 
help for coping with loss

Handi*Camp 
camping and Bible Conference opportunities 

for people with disabilities

international 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other  

training ministries

Minds renewed
helping people obtain optimal health 

(Interwoven Health)  
addressing mental health issues

PiP 
for parents of individuals  

with disabilities

reSt Ministries
for those who have experienced abuse, 

addictions, imprisonment

twilight Senior Ministries 
for those in nursing homes

Editor:  Kathy Sheetz
Design:  Claire Krout

For more information  
contact us at:

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

PO Box 122  
Akron, PA 17501-0122

Phone:  717.859.4777
E-mail:  info@hvmi.org 

Join Us! 

South Jersey Banquet
Guest Speaker 

Harry Morgan
Saturday, november 5, 2011

11:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

at Masso’s Columbus Manor
1351 N. Blackhorse Pike, 
Williamstown, NJ 08094 

r.S.V.P. by October 28, 2011

The event is free but there will be  
an opportunity to make a donation  

to H*VMI.

o YeS!  I/We would like to attend the  H*VMI™ Banquet.

____ Number attending 
Entree selection 
____ Pork with baked apple stuffing

____ Turkey with dressing

 (Please note:  We are unable to reserve seats except for the special needs noted below. If your group 
would like to sit together, please designate someone to arrive early to hold seats for your group.)

o We have special needs:

  o Please provide wheelchair seating.
   o Please provide a Sign Language interpreter.

o Unfortunately, I/we are unable to attend the H*VMI Banquet but want to help the 
ministry work of H*VMI. Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________.

Please complete this response form and return in the enclosed envelope. If including a financial gift, please make 
your check payable to:  Handi*Vangelism Ministries International. (For IRS compliance, do NOT write ministry 
information or account numbers on subject line of check.)

All financial gifts are tax-deductible. Thank You!

H*VMI • PO Box 122 • Akron, PA 17501-0122 • 717.859.4777 • www.hvmi.org

Response for Banquet

Return by mail; register online at www.hvmi.org; or call 717.859.4777.

s Name (Please Print)

s Street or PO Box

s City

s State                s Zip

s Phone #                                                 s E-mail address 

The LORD your God has blessed you 
in all the work of your hands. He has 
watched over your journey…”  
Deut. 2:7a NIV

H*VMI’s journey began in South Jersey in 1973. 
We’re going “home” 38 years later to celebrate 
God’s gracious Hand on the ministry. 


