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“So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.”  I Corinthians 3:7
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In Isaiah 58 God clearly reveals that 
hurting people are at the center of 

His heart. In verses 6-12 God talks 
about the kind of fasting He desires 
for His people: to minister in broken 
places. I hope you’ll take time to read 
this passage. When you do, you will 

also find what God says about those who minister to the 
hurting. He calls them “restorers” and “repairers.”  

That’s what H*VMI seeks to do—restore and repair 
broken lives. For nearly 40 years God has used H*VMI 
to minister to people with disabilities and hurting 
individuals around the world. By His grace, H*VMI is 
making a difference. Our family of missionaries, ministry 
staff and volunteers has been privileged to witness Him 
at work in many lives replacing confusion with resources 
and despair with hope. Here are a few examples:
•	 At	a	recent	monthly	support	group	for	parents	who	

have a child with a disability (PIP), we were so 
blessed to see parents giving encouragement and 
making helpful suggestions to other parents during 
the course of the meeting. 

•	 Parents	and	campers	tell	us	that	Handi*Camp	is	the	
highlight of the year for their family. 

•	 In	Ghana,	West	Africa,	mothers	with	disabilities	
who	live	and	beg	on	the	streets	of	Accra	are	surprised	
and blessed to see that their children who live in our 
orphanage are encouraged to view their moms from 
God’s perspective—valuable, precious! 

These are just a few examples, among many ways that 
H*VMI reaches out to encourage and help people who are 
often on the outer fringes of society because of challenges 
in their lives—disability, bereavement, mental illness, 
aging, imprisonment, abuse…  

The recap of recent H*VMI events later in this issue of 
Increase provides a few more examples of this ministry “at 
work!” Too many things are happening to describe them 

in a newsletter; and words are too inadequate to express 
all the ways God works through the various compassion 
programs of H*VMI. 

We’re thankful for the notes we receive from people 
reminding us that they are praying for us. We’re thankful 
for financial gifts, including $16,000 in donations to 
H*VMI as a direct response to our $60,000 financial 
appeal in the last issue of Increase.	As	a	mission,	we	desire	
to continue following God’s leading and heart, to “fast,” 
as expressed in Isaiah 58. We’ll be so thankful to have you 
continue to:
1. Pray that H*VMI will remain open and obedient to 

God’s direction.

2.	Ask	Him	what	way(s)	He	might	desire	for	you	to	join	
us, as a prayer partner, volunteer or financial supporter.

Ministering In Broken Places

3. See the needs of 
people around you 
who have disabilities, 
heartaches and 
challenges and ask 
God to show you how 
you might touch their 
lives. (Remember—
H*VMI is here to 
help you!!) 

We praise God for each 
one who is willing 
to become a restorer 
and repairer. We are 
privileged to minister 
together with you!
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Where we’ve been…………

Where we’re going…………………………………………

Check our website or call us for details/registration 
information for events you’d like to attend.

2013
 February 9 Seminar: Planning a Good Offense for Stress and Anxiety

 March 9 Seminar: It’s So Daily 

 April 20 H*VMI 40th Anniversary Banquet  
	 	 Masso’s	Catering,	Williamstown,	NJ

 April 27 Seminar: Relationships 

 October 5 H*VMI 40th Anniversary Banquet  
	 	 Yoder’s,	New	Holland,	PA

Barnstormers’ Baseball Game Fundraiser

PIP Picnic

Annual Golf Outing

BASIS

Service of
Remembrance

Servant Orientation OCTOBER 13, 2012
B A N Q U E T

“Bless our God, O peoples, 
and sound His praise abroad…”

Psalm 66:8

Minds Renewed

Mental Health Treatment:  
Putting the Pieces Together

The National Day of Prayer for 
Mental Illness Recovery  

and Understanding

BASIS Picnic
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Volunteers For Jesus
Volunteers are unpaid not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless!!!

In this issue of Increase, please meet Pat and Dale 
Williams who volunteer in our PIP (Parents In 

Progress —for parents 
of children with a 
disability) Support 
Group.	Actually,	you	
may recognize Dale 
Williams as an H*VMI 
Board Member, now 
retired, whom God 
used in an incredible 
way to assist us when, 
in 2004, God called 
Handi*Vangelism to 

become an independent mission agency, now known as 
Handi*Vangelism Ministries International.

Pat Williams:
When	our	daughter,	Jennie,	was	born	with	multiple	
disabilities 36 years ago we didn’t know how God would 
use us through this situation. God was going to take us on 
an incredible journey!

We	were	told	that	Jennie	would	not	sit,	walk	or	talk	and	the	
doctors encouraged us to “put her in an institution and go 

H*VMI’s “army” of volunteers outnumbers our missionaries and ministry staff! We couldn’t possibly conduct the 
programs	of	H*VMI	without	them.	We	thank	the	Lord	for	each	one.	Among	the	MANY	ways	they	serve—they	

volunteer as receptionists; assist with Bible clubs and Bible studies for people with disabilities or in prison; facilitate 
and	host	PIP	and	BASIS	support	groups;	serve	as	cooks,	photographers,	etc.	at	Handi*Camp;	provide	encouragement	
through correspondence and visitations. There’s something for everyone to do! If you would like to become a volunteer 
with H*VMI, please contact: Tara Kelley at tkelley@hvmi.org. She’ll be more than delighted to “plug you in.” 

home and have another baby.” Determined to help her be 
all	that	God	wanted	her	to	be,	we	brought	her	home.	Jennie	
eventually learned to sit, walk and talk, but she is still a “child” 
in	many	ways.	Jennie	is	a	happy,	caring	young	woman	who	
brings delight to her family and to those who know her.

A	few	years	ago	we	started	attending	the	South	Jersey	PIP	
meetings where we were encouraged to listen to and share 
with other parents who had a child with a disability. We 
always had a devotional time that we could relate to the 
challenges	we	faced	as	Jennie’s	parents.	Those	devotions	
lifted our spirits. It was a blessing to be able to share with 
other parents our concerns about caring for our children. 
We could be open and honest, and know we would be 
understood. We supported each other in prayer at the 
group meetings and via emails and phone calls during the 
weeks in between meetings. 

We are pleased to now open our own home to this group. 
My husband alternates months with Tim Sheetz giving the 
devotions. I enjoy planning a special treat for everyone to 
eat while they fellowship following the “formal” meeting. 
I also enjoy staying in touch with other parents in between 
meetings. The support group goes far beyond just meeting 
once a month and we are all encouraged by that.

Change In Direction

Two years ago H*VMI was extremely excited and humbled to receive an invitation from 
Lancaster	Bible	College,	Lancaster,	PA,	to	become	part	of	a	Strategic	Alliance	Resource	

Center	on	their	campus.	The	Center	would	provide	opportunity	for	mission	agencies,	such	
as H*VMI, to have administrative offices where students would easily have access to possible 
internships and ministry opportunities. For these two years, we’ve been making plans to move 
H*VMI’s	office	to	LBC’s	campus	in	February	of	2013.	However,	in	August	we	received	a	letter	from	the	President	
of	LBC	stating:		“On	August	21,	the	Board	of	Trustees	agreed	to	move	away	from	physical	alliances	with	other	
organizations…This	represents	a	change	in	direction	for	us	due	entirely	to	timing.	The	concept	of	a	Strategic	Alliance	
Resource	Center	has	merit	and	we	are	not	closing	the	door	on	the	concept.	We	are	acknowledging,	however,	that	the	
time	is	not	right	for	LBC	to	pursue	the	construction	of	a	physical	facility	for	this	purpose.”
The	change	in	direction	for	LBC	means	that	God	has	a	change	in	direction	for	H*VMI.	We	are	praying	and	excited	
about	the	plans	God	has	for	us.	He	tells	us	in	Jeremiah	33:3	“Call	to	Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and 
mighty things, which you do not know.” Please pray with us to know where God would have us relocate. We are looking 
into	some	possibilities	as	our	current	lease	is	set	to	expire	in	November	2013.
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Meet Our New H*VMI Missionaries
Please pray for our new missionaries as they balance working to support themselves and their 
families with working part-time in H*VMI ministries and raising support.

Michelle Noble
Michelle will be involved 
with	our	BASIS	ministry,	
particularly ministering to 
children who are hurting 
because of the loss of a 
brother or sister.

I was saved at a young age 
but struggled with my personal 
walk with the Lord. I wanted 
Him involved in certain areas 
of my life but, in other areas, I 
had a hard time surrendering to Him. 

I went to Ohio State and graduated with a degree in Human 
Development and Family Studies. I then took a job as a Child 
Life Specialist at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia in the 
Cancer Center. I provided instruction concerning procedures, 
therapeutic activities for issues such as hair loss and also 
provided normalizing play opportunities. 

As part of my job I provided end of life legacy items for families, 
such as handprints and hand molds. After being involved in a 
specific bereavement session, I went home and wept. I cried 
out to the Lord. I had red paint stains on my hands that I could 
not get off and it made me think about what Jesus had done 
for me, for everyone. His love consumed me. I realized that 
I truly had no choice but to fully surrender to the Lord. I saw 
hurting people, I saw parents losing children. I knew that if this 
was what the Lord wanted me to do, I would need Him more 
than ever in order to do it.

As I personally tried to process losing a patient and as I 
watched parents leaving a hospital without their precious child, 
I was comforted to know that, for every person who has lost 
someone he/she loves, God knows exactly how we feel. He 
lost His only Son. 

So, as 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, 10 reminds me: in the same way the 
Lord has comforted me, I believe in comforting others.

Ken Steward   
Ken is H*VMI’s Resource Manager. He will also, along 
with	his	wife,	Joan,	serve	on	our	Handi*Camp	and	
Discipleship Ministries teams.

I was raised by a loving family. We went to church and I went 
to Sunday school. I joined the Methodist Youth Fellowship 
(MYF) at the local church, probably because there were girls 
there. As it turned out, a girl from around the corner, who also 
went to MYF, invited me to go to a Christian Youth Rally at the 
Cherry Hill, NJ Ice Rink. It was there that I answered an altar 
call and accepted Christ as my Savior.

When I was a teenager, my church burnt down and my 
family didn’t return to church so I didn’t have any real church 
connection outside of MYF until I got married. My wife 
attended church but my work schedule kept me away. She 
prayed for me, that I would want to come back to church and 
reestablish my relationship with the Lord. 

I was fire chief in our town and we had a dwelling fire just a 
few blocks from my home. The prognosis was not good for the 
little girl whose life was taken days later. I had the job of telling 
her dad to get to the hospital to be with her and the rest of 
his family. It was extremely difficult for me and I became very 
angry with God. How could He let this happen? It took time 
before I saw that, while I was filled with anger and separation 
from the church, Joan’s faith was growing and her life was 
changing. This became what I wanted too. I eventually changed 
my work schedule, started going to church, joined a men’s 
group at church and got involved in some missions work. God 
answered Joan’s prayers and reignited my desire to know Him 
and serve Him.

Almost two years ago Joan asked me what I’d think about 
her going to Handi*Camp to cook for a week. Normally she 
would be waitressing in the summer but I told her I did not 
want her to do that this particular year. I wanted us to stay 
home with our kids who were not going to be working at 
the shore. Unfortunately, at the same time the economy had 
taken a toll on our shrinkwrap business which mainly serves 
the marine industry but also industrial industry, both of which 
were hurting. (Note: Ken shrinkwraps boats to prepare them for 
winter storage.) So, we hadn’t had work for months. Joan said 
she felt she wanted to tithe her time since that is what we had 
to give. I agreed that that was a good idea and I decided to go 
with her. I helped in the kitchen preparing meals, something I 
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Joan Steward  
Joan	has	served	two	summers	as	our	Handi*Camp	cook.	She,	
along	with	her	husband	Ken,	will	serve	on	the	Handi*Camp	
and Discipleship Ministries teams of H*VMI.

I grew up in a home with Catholic parents. My father was 
abusive and did not practice his religion while my mother, 
struggling with mental illness, was extremely faithful. She is 
the first prayer warrior I knew. From my early childhood there 
was good reason for my mother to pray and she taught me to 
do the same. She taught me to trust Jesus for protection.

While reading the Bible wasn’t something I did growing up, I 
knew, from what I was taught and through my personal faith, 
that everything the Bible said was true; and I had a desire to 
know more of the truths of the Bible. While I was not privileged 

to have in-depth Bible teaching as a child, I did know from 
early on that Christ was born of a virgin, suffered for our sake, 
died on the cross for our sins, and was raised from the dead 
on Easter Sunday. I knew that I sinned and could only get 
forgiveness from my sins by asking God. In 7th grade I had to 
prepare for Confirmation. I felt strongly that if I were going to 
stand before God and profess my beliefs, I needed to be sure 
that my faith was sincere. I prayed for reassurance and God 
gave it to me. 

My childhood was spent in a dysfunctional atmosphere, well 
before the terms were used.  I believe wholeheartedly that God 
heard the prayers of my desperate mother and her Christian 
friends. She depended on her faith to get her and her girls 
through a difficult life. I believe God used the experiences of my 
childhood to show me the need to trust in Him, as my heavenly 
father and Lord of my life, for all of my needs and also to make 
me a person who cares for people, a person someone in need 
can count on to love them the way Christ would love them. 

I’ve felt extremely blessed since I was invited to join the staff 
of our church’s God’s Special Children Sunday School Class. In 
fact, I always refer to that time as a gift from God. That class 
was the first class started thru H*V in the 1970’s. My 12 years 
working with this wonderful population of people brought me 
to my opportunity to sit with Kathy Sheetz at a GSC birthday 
celebration luncheon. At that time Kathy had expressed a 
need for cooks at Handi*Camp. (Who knows how she worked 
that into our conversation?) I told her of my love of cooking for 
others and my small bit of experience cooking for “crowds.” 
God arranged it so that I was able to cook for Handi*Camp that 
summer and for my husband to join me. I could write a book 
about the blessings to us and at the same time we were told 
that we were an answer to the prayers of the H*VMI staff. God 
is so good. At the end of our second week of camp, Ken asked 
me what I would think of doing this full time. As tears filled my 
eyes I told him that his lips were speaking what my heart was 
longing. 

Now we’ve spent another summer at camp. What a joy to 
spend that time serving God together. It’s hard to put into 
words the overwhelming feelings we have, but I will say this….
Handi*Camp 2013, we can’t wait! Will you be coming to visit? 
What’s your favorite food?

never did before. I didn’t even help with cooking for our family. 
I knew God was involved because I actually enjoyed doing it 
even though I wondered if I would. We even ended up staying 
for two weeks which was great. I was blessed by the campers 
and conference guests. They are great people to work with. 
As the second week came to a close, I asked Joan what she 
would think about doing this full time. She cried, as usual, and 
said she loved the idea.

This past summer we spent all six weeks at camp and God 
confirmed to us that this is what He has planned for us. We are 
excited to be serving Him together with H*VMI.

Continued on Page 6

Joan and Ken Steward 
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Philip Darko
Philip returned to his 
home, wife and son in 
Ghana,	West	Africa	
following	Handi*Camp	
and	SERVANT	
Orientation. He is being 
mentored to take on a 
leadership position in 
H*VMI Ghana.

I was born in a town by 
name Kasoa in the Central 
Region of Ghana. Kasoa is a word in Hausa language which 
means Market. The Hausa language is predominately 
spoken by the Muslim communities in Ghana. Growing up 
in a community like Kasoa requires a special grace of God. 
Thank God I had a good Christian upbringing.

Due to the large size of my family (I have six siblings), life 
became very difficult for us along the way. My family went 
through very hard times. I did experience poverty and went 
through hard conditions when I was growing up. I knew how 
painful it is not having good food and clothing like other 
children did. I did some hawking of fresh eggs and yams 
on the streets to help augment the family income. I had 
several experiences of being thrown out from the classroom 
for nonpayment of school fees. It was actually a terrible 
experience whiles growing up as a young child and I wish 
no child could go through these experiences like I did.

Though I was going to church and actively involved in most 
of the activities of the local church then, within my heart 
I never believed in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Personal 
Saviour. Within my heart I kept questioning, “Why should 
my family be ‘suffering’ when I hear that God can do all 
things I ask from Him?” It did not make sense to me. I chose 
to lead my own life by stealing for survival, fighting and 
indulging in all other social vices that one can think of. 

My uncle took me from this town and brought me to the 
city for good education, for which I am very grateful. Whiles 
in the city I continued with my old way of life. One day I 
had the feeling to go back to the Bible. I came across this 
Scripture, John 3:3. The Holy Spirit spoke to my heart and 
I saw the need to be born again or I cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God. I could not imagine myself going through 
all this hardship in life and then would also not have a place 
in heaven. That would be a double tragedy! I gave my life 
to Christ. Now I can see myself as once a sinner but now 
saved by grace.

After serving with the Ghana Association of the Blind for a 
year as a Field Officer as part of my national service to my 
country, I came back to Accra. Though I always had the heart 
for the vulnerable and the hurting in the society, the one year 
experience ignited the passion to work with persons with 
disabilities. I started as a volunteer with Handi*Vangelism 
Ministries for six months until July, 2003 when I was employed 
as a full time staff. For the past nine years, I have being 
involved and working with persons with special needs and 
vulnerable youth and children in the streets of Accra, Ghana.

I got married to Hannah, a woman I met through H*VMI Ghana 
ministries. We are blessed with a son by name, Samuel. He is 
19 months old. I see my calling as a child of God to be a sphere 
of influence in which I can make an impact for Christ and help 
fulfill the Great Commission starting in my home country.

Don Allison

Don will be working in H*VMI’s 
BASIS	ministry.	He’s	already	
thinking about starting two 
support groups for bereaved 
parents	in	his	area,	Annville,	PA.

I accepted Christ into my heart at age 
seven. During my senior year in high 
school I had plans for my life, but God 
began to deal with me and I felt a 
call to prepare for fulltime ministry.  I 

enrolled in Eastern Nazarene College where I met my future 
wife, Iris. After finishing seminary in 1968, I became a pastor. 
I retired from the fulltime pastorate in 2008. However, I am 
currently interim pastor at a small church.

In 2005 our 36 year old daughter, Crystal, was diagnosed 
with leukemia and twelve weeks later went to be with 
Jesus. I became connected to BASIS when I was invited to a 
support group for bereaved parents. 

The desire to minister to other parents who have lost 
children began to grow in me. My wife and I have written a 
book, UNTIL IT’S ALL CRYSTAL CLEAR, and I have had some 
opportunities to speak in churches about our experience. 
When the possibility of doing even more for bereaved 
parents by becoming a fulltime missionary with H*VMI and 
BASIS was presented, I felt I should pursue that opportunity.

I am very excited about ministering as part of this 
wonderful organization.
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February 9, 2013 

Planning a Good Offense for  
Stress and Anxiety 
Presented by Cathi Myers and Deb Clark 

This seminar is designed to help people manage stress 
and anxiety either personally or in assisting others. In 
this seminar you will: 

•  gain an understanding of the relationship between 
stress and anxiety

•  learn the causes of stress and anxiety and the effects 
they can produce

•  develop a strategic plan of offense that includes the 
prevention and maintenance of managing stress and 
anxiety

March 9, 2013 

It’s So Daily! 

Presented by Marlene VandenBos 

If your family is affected by disability and you need some 
understanding, compassion and tips on how to navigate 
through the disability maze OR if you are a church 
member/leader and want to do a better job in caring for 
your church families, then you will want to attend this 
seminar. Marlene’s life was affected by disability for more 
than 30 years as she loved and cared for her husband, 
Bert, a quadriplegic. Now she uses those experiences 
to make a difference in the lives of families as she works 
with H*VMI and the disability ministry at her church.

2013 H*VMI Seminars

April 27, 2013 

Relationships

Presented by Tim and Kathy Sheetz 

Relationships—family, neighbors, co-workers, church 
family! Relationships are very important. We can’t live 
without them but sometimes we have a hard time 
living WITH them! Whether you are a pastor, youth 
worker, small group leader, Sunday school teacher—or 
a mother, father, brother sister…you get the idea…
you live within many relationships. You have many 
opportunities to role model and provide instruction on 
obtaining and maintaining healthy relationships. This 
workshop will help you gain practical insights to utilize 
personally or to encourage and instruct others. Topics 
include: Relationships—Why Do They Go Bad? How Can I 
Mend Them? What Can I Do When the Other Person Won’t 
Cooperate? How Can I Maintain Healthy Relationships? 

Visit our website or call our office for further 
details or registration information.

H*VMI can also provide a seminar 
for your conference, church, 

college or seminary. Contact us for 
a complete list of topics.

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International™

H*VMI • www.hvmi.org • 717.859.4777
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Executive Director:  
Rev. Timothy D. Sheetz

Ministry DepartMents

BASIS
for bereaved parents and families

Disability Training 
supporting the church in  

disability ministry

Discipleship Ministries
year-round opportunities for people with 

disabilities; people who are hospitalized; or 
people who live in residential facilities

Handi*Camp 
camping and Bible Conference opportunities 

for people with disabilities

International 
H*VMI Ghana ministries; and other  

training ministries

Minds Renewed
helping people obtain optimal health 

(Interwoven Health)  
addressing mental health issues

PIP 
for parents of individuals  

with disabilities

REST Ministries
for those who have experienced abuse, 

addictions, imprisonment

Seminars 
providing training and resources in a  

variety of ministry related topics

Twilight Senior Ministries 
for those in nursing homes

Editor:  Kathy Sheetz
Design:  Claire Krout

For more information  
contact us at:

Handi*Vangelism  
Ministries International™

PO Box 122  
Akron, PA 17501-0122

Phone:  717.859.4777
Email:  info@hvmi.org 

H*VMI Around The World

H*VMI Ghana Director,  
Larry Lamina, writes:

Three boys from the (H*VMI) 
Children’s Home were successful 
at the Basic Education Certificate 
Examination and have gained 
admission to the Senior High 
School level for 2012/2013 

academic year. They are eager to be in school since dropping out can affect 
them psychologically as they are dreaming to become productive citizens and 
responsible Christians. Please pray for these young people as we seek the face 
of God for their sponsorship. And remember to pray for our Bible Fellowship 
Classes for persons with disabilities living on the streets of Accra…that God 
will be glorified by efforts to reach out to these neglected folks through one-
hour prayer meetings, Bible verses and lessons. Pray that their lives would be 
changed by Christ as a result.

Ghana

Jackie England, REST Ministries Education/Training 
missionary, writes:  

September 5-12 in Recife, Brazil—
My ministry partner, Judy Edinger 
(also REST Ministries Education/
Training missionary), and I were 
invited to attend an annual 
Pastoral Conference. The theme 
of this year’s conference was 
“How to Live As a Christian in a 
Secular World.” Judy and I taught 
a seminar entitled, “Transformed 
to Transform.” Using Romans 
12:2, we shared practical steps to 
take to recognize the lies in our 
belief system and replace those lies with truth. Attending the conference 
were pastors and leaders, many of them from small villages with limited 
resources. The conference provides them with opportunity to spend time 
with other leaders, grow in the knowledge of God and receive training 
and resources they can use in ministering to their church and community. 
September 13-20 in Brasilia—We presented the “Bridge to Restoration” 
Workshop at an international church in the heart of the capital. More than 
15 countries were represented at the church.

Brazil


